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Airbus in Ascendancy 

Europe Jetmaker Claims Half the Market 


By Barry James 

International Herald Tribune 


PARIS — Airbus Industrie said Monday it bad 
achieved its goal of winning half of die world 
market for big commercial jets, and company 
executives said die European consortium was in a 
position to compete cm an equal basis with Boeing 
Co. of the. United Stales. 

John Leahy, the vice president for commercial 
affairs, said Airbus had come through the Asian 
financial crisis relatively unscathed Boeing has 

blamed the crisis, along with a ' ’ 

Airbus, for a slump that has 
sands oflayoffe. 

Mr. Leahy said Airbus considered the Asian 
crisis to have “bottomed out.” 

Airbus reposted 556 firm orders valued at $39 
billion in 1998 in addition to commitments by - 
airlines — letters of intent or meiwiyandirms of 
understanding — for a further 174 aircraft, raising 
thetotalto 730. 

The 556 orders, all for aircraft with 125 or more 
seals, represented a 20 percent increase in sales 
and a 30 percent increase in value over 1997, the 
Aiitras president, Noel Forgeard, said. 

Boeing said lak week that it received orders for 
656 planes in 1998, 15 percent more than in 1997, 


bat tha t those orders’ total value, S42J2 billion, 

a greater proportion were and less 

profitable aircraft, 

Mr. Forgeard. said the four-nation European 
consortium last year delivered 229 aircraft valued 
at $13.3 billion, compared with $11.6 billion the 
previous year, and said Airbus a record four- 
year backlog of orders for 1309 aircraft worth 
$92.7 billion. 

Boeing last year delivered arecord 563 aircraft 
and said rt expected to increase the total to 620 in 
1999. But it suffered a loss-making litany of 
problems as it ramped up production facilities. 

Mr. Leahy said Airbus differed from Boeing in 
that it was seeking a steadier growth in production 
capability, rather than aiming for die peaks. 

With cavil aviation industry in one of its cyc- 
lical downturns, Mr. Fbxgeard said sales would 
probably slow this year from die record number 
last year. Nevertheless, he said the peaks and the 
troughs of the cycle were less extreme than in the 
past and that the company would not have to 
revise plans to increase output at sites in Hambtng 
and Toulouse, France. 

Mr. Forgeard predicted that Airbus would be 
producing more than 300 aircraft a year in 2000, 
enough to satisfy nearly half the expected annual 




IhMMaGon/AgMKV Inon-IAmr 

Noel Forgeard, president of Airbus, announcing thejetmaker’s sales for 1998 on Monday. 


.demand for between 600 and 700 commercial 
airlines. 

Airbus began operations in 1970, manufac- 
turing a single aircraft type, the twin-engined 
wide-body A300, and has to date delivered 1 ,894 
planes. It now competes directly with Boeing in 
every sector of die market except the largest and 


the smallest. Last year it announced that it would 
produce the A3 18, a short-range aircraft with 
capacity for about 100 seats, to compete with the 
MD-95 model that Boeing took over when it 
acquired McDonnell Douglas Crap. 

See AIRBUS, Page 16 


Secularist 
La Turkey 
Forms New 
Government 

Parliament's Approval 
Expected for Ecevit’s 
Minority Leftist Cabinet 

By Stephen Kinzer 

New I'urt Tones Servut 

ISTANBUL — Turkey’s, six-week- 
old political crisis 
Monday when a stro 
cian, Bulent Ecevit, 



had assembled a minority government 
(pected to win narus 
proval by Sunday. 


It is expected to win parliamentary ap- 
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Tide Turning 
'As UN States 
Look to Ease 
Iraq Embargo 

By Barbara Grossette 

• New York Times Service 

^UNITED NATIONS, New York — 
As a new Security Council takes shape 
and returns this .week to die unfinished 
business of Iraq, a strong consensus is 
forming here add in the Arab would ttat 
Saddam Hussein’ s government nmstre- 

■ Job to 

time to fieemilfiotis of ocher Iraqis from 
a crippling economic embargo. 

For the council, the major problem is 
how to achieve this without giving any 
ground, real or psychological, to Pres-, 
ident Saddam, whom even some Arab 
countries now openly condemn and 
would like -to see replaced. No one, 
however, has put forward a plan for 
winning Iraq’s cooperation or creating 
an enforcement system. 

The council will meet Tuesday to 
look at the relief situation in Iraq, the 
president for January , CeLso Amorim of 
Brazil, said Monday. 

“Before we’re able to address the 
broader political. issues of Iraq.” he 
said, “we have to address some con- 
crete stepstoai can be taken both on the 
humanitarian file and die disarmament 
file.” T. : 

Acknowledging the inertia that has 
Zed the council on the subject of Iraq, 

■; Amorim, said: “There was a gen- 
feeling that the Security Council 
Ijastodeal substantively with the issue, 
which it hasn’t .been doing for the past 
tiro or three weeks.” 

FbetireOiriton administration, which 
has so\far". offered no new ideas, the 
growing consensus for change will 

■ make, it increasingly difficult to keep 
sanctions intact and still seek to al- 
leviate die deprivation of ordinary Iraqis 
tjyi prising die amount of money Iraq 
,$tiuld Be permitted to sell under the 

*?oiI for food” program 
The United States is finding that the 
pore group imposed to its policies on 
Tran fonned around Russia, C hin a, 
Ff^hce- and .sometinies Brazil, has 
: strengthened .with the entry of at least 
two- new coancil members, Malaysia 
and Nan&ia, which will hold two-year 
rotating: sew* Diplomats say that both, 
Vut JMalaysia especially, have already 
impraredfo back Russia's determined 
Wentkm of lifting sanctions and re~ 
s&p,cttriag completely die anus inspec- 
tion system. L - . 

: N onpmnanen t council members ao 
not have vetoes, but they have vo fcc s 
that stren gthe n a majority opimon, for- 
cmgftvfta a powerful nation to oraisioer - 
the diplomatic consequences of flouting 
a- consensus. ■ , _ . , 

■ Monday in Moscow, J 1 ®/ 0 ®?® 
Ministry called again for the dismissal 
of Richard Butler, the e^tive chair- 
man of die UN Special Commission, 
known as Unscora, which has been re- 
sponsible for disarming Iraq smee me 


NnwYtak 


The Dollar 


Monday 0 4 P1L pmriouactoM 


Euro 


1.1487 


1.1576 


Pound 


1.6295 


1.6422 


Yen 


106.675 


111J» 


DM 


1.7012 


1.6886 


5.7055 


5^656 


Doha per fauna end per men. 


The Dow 


Monday dose peresnt efange 


—23.43 


9.619^9 


S&P 500 


— 024% 


percent change 


— ti^8 


i^eSuSi 


Nasdaq 


— 0JW% 


percenl change 


+3fl«1 r — ^T-80% 


Rebels on die Run 
In Sierra Leone 

FRHETOWNi Sierra Leone 
(Reuters) .— A West African re- 
gkmal bloc said its Nigerian -led 
troops were driving rebels out of 
this capital Monday and . had re- 
taken the presidency building. 

The statement came hours after 
witnesses heard heavy shelling and 
g nnffai ft coming from the central 
district of Freetown that the Eco- 
mog intervention force had lost to 
the rebels Wednesday. “The rebels 
are now being pushed out of Free- 
town following reinforcement by 
Ecomog,” the- Economic Com- 
munity of West African Stales said. 
“Ecomog has successfully taken 
control of the Storehouse.” 

Earlier article, Page 4. 

Tin tin, 70, Returns 
As Europe Symbol 

Tin tin, the adventmoos comic- 
book character invented by the Bel- 
gian cartoonist known as Herge, is 
celebrating his 70th birthday, and 
some see him -as ao apt symbol for 
Homo europus, . the collective 


would like to promote. Page 2. 
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To Clinton, History’s the Real Judge 

White House Is Already Busy Putting a Spin on President’s Record 


By Pieter Baker 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — With the Senate 
unlikely to master 67 votes for con- 
viction, whal is at stake for President 
Bill Clinton as his impeachment trial 
begins in earnest this week may not be 
whether be remains in office bat how 
this episode and his presidency will be 
viewed by history. 

Mr. Clinton, long obsessed about his 
legacy, now accepts that he will never 
be able to erase the taint of being only 
the second president ever impeached. 
But the way the trial is conducted and 
how senators conclude it, even assum- 
ing Ac y do not convict Mr. Owtoa, 
could determine whether future gen- 
erations remember him as a scandalous 
rogue crippled by his philandering and 
deceit or a totentod president victimized 
by a partisan and puritanical witch 
hunt 

And so for a White House, that has 
made a fine art out of spinning the latest 
news cycle, the challenge now is fig- 
uring out a way to spin history. 

The president's allies have wasted 
little time in this endeavor, making their 
first stab at it on the same day jbat Mr. 
Clinton was impeached by die House 
for “high- crimes and misdemeanors.” 
Within hours of the votes, Yice Pres- 


at Mr. Clinton’s 
side on the South Lawn to declare that 
the House action “does a great dis- 
service to a man I believe wUl be re- 
garded in the history books as one of our 
greatest presidents.” 

In aiming his remarks not at the Sen- 
ate jurors but at posterity, Mr. Gore set 
die tone for a White House interpret- 
ation that aides hope to cement as the 
trial unfolds — that the prosecution of 
the president, no matter how it con- 
cludes. has been Illegitimate and will be 
viewed dial way by children studying it 


Dismissal of Case 
Not Sought Now 

President Bill Clinton’s lawyers 
filed a strongly worded legal brief 
Monday, but they bowed to the 
wishes of the Senate and decided 
not to immediately introduce a mo- 
tion of dismissal that could trigger a 
divisive partisan debate. A spokes- 
man, Joe. Lockhart, said that a mo- 
tion to dismiss the trial was delayed 
because “we respect the prerog- 
atives of the Senate to set the 
roles." Page 3. 


decades from now. “It was clearly get- 
ting that marker down in that direc- 
tion," said a White House official who 
did not want to be identified. “It’s very 
debatable how this is going to be looked 
on and obviously we want to push that 
view of things.” 

In the weeks since the House ap- 
>ved two articles of impeachment on 
19, White House strategy delib- 
erations have been filtered in part 
through that same legacy lens, partic- 
ularly die discussion over how aggress- 
ively to seek a full trial and acquittal vs. 
short-circuiting the process through a 
congressional resolution that would 
censure Mr. Chrtton while leaving him 
in office. 

Although the president has said he 
would accept censure to avoid a drawn- 
out battle, confidants say be is tempted 
at times to hold out far acquittal and 
nothing else on the theory that such a 
verdict would vindicate him. 

A variety of outside advisers have 
pressed this view with him and his aides, 
including the campaign consultant 
James CarviJJe, the Hollywood produ- 
cer Harry Thomason, Dale Bumpers, a 
former Democratic senator from Arkan- 
sas, and Senator Tom Haridn, Democrat 
of Iowa. ‘ ‘The reason I’m enamored of a 

See CLINTON, Page 8 


Jobs for Cambodians - or Sweatshops? 


By Michael Richardson 

International Herald Tribune ' 

PHNOM PENH — At dawn each 
day, hundreds of shift workers file into 
garment factories dotted around a city 
that just over two decades ago was vir- 
tually an empty shell 
The factories, most of which have 
sprang up rally in the past two and half 
years, are seen by some economists and 
development experts as harbingers of a 
better future for Cambodia after a night- 
mare era of civil -war, internal upheaval 

in Cambodia's 
history, there is a significant shift from 
agricultural and domestic activities to a 
mom modem manufacturing economy,’’ 

. saidR-Natarajan, chief representative of 
the World Bank in Cambodia. The gar- 
ment investors may not have any al- 
truistic ■ intentions, but their money 
Krmg * new skills for people who were 
unemployed- They form the basis of a 


more adaptable Cambodian work force 
for toe future. 

But critics, including Cambodia’s 
political opposition and American trade 
unions, charge that in its eagerness to 
rekindle economic growth and promote 
exports, the Cambodian government is 
overlooking serious labor and human- 
rights abuses. 

PAGE TWO 

The L SmaU People ’ Demand Justice 

U.5. officials are due to arrive in 
Phnom Penh on Jan. 21 to discuss these 
charges. They will also look at the pos- 
sibility of imposing quotas, given the 
explosive growth ot Cambodian apparel 
exports to toe United States. 

“Working conditions remain awful 
and have recently deteriorated at most 
factories," said Sam Rainsy, leader of 
toe parliamentary opposition. 

“Over toe last 12 months, salaries 


have been reduced from $40 a month, 
for 48 working hours a week, to $30 for 
many workers. Even for a very poor 
country like Cambodia, this is not a 
living salary.’’ 

At last count, there were more than 
1 1 0 garment factories — up from just 30 
in 1996 — that spent S3 million a month 
in wages for their 72,000 employees, 
according to toe Commerce Ministry 
here. Nearly all the factories are op- 
erated by investors from Malaysia, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea, 
China, Singapore and other Asian coun- 
tries that have bilateral textile agree- 
ments, including quotas, with toe 
United States. 

They were attracted to Cambodia by 
low wages and quota-free access to toe 
giant U.S. market after the United States, 
in May 1997, removed the formerly 
Communist country from a high- tariff 
regime and gave it normal access, or 

See CAMBODIA, Page 4 


The country has been without a func- 
tioning government since Nov. 25, 
when Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz, 
who was implicated in a corruption 
scandal, lost a confidence vote in Par- 
liament. He has remained in office as a 
caretaker. 

It is uncertain how long Mr. Ecevit 
will remain in power. An election is 
scheduled for A fail, but President Su- 
leyman Demins! and powerful military 
commanders want to postpone it. They 
fear that a quick election will produce 
new gains for the Islamic political 
movement. 

Mr. Ecevit's government will be toe 
sixth since the last election, in Decem- 
ber 1995. That election led to a gov- 
ernment headed by the Islamic leader 
Necmettin Erbakan. His policies 
angered toe country's military com- 
manders, who are committed to sec- 
ularism, and they orchestrated a cam- 
paign that led to tiis resignation after one 
year in office. 

In toe political bickering that has split 
the country since then, Mr. Ecevit has 
solidified his position as one of Tur- 
key’s most steadfast secularists. He is a 
alio strong nationalist, and is re- 
membered as toe prime minister who 
ordered troops to Cyprus in 1974 in 
what he described as a “peace oper- 
ation” to protect die T^ukuto minority 
there. These convictions make him ac- 
ceptable to toe military despite toe fact 
that he is a lifelong leftist. 

The cabinet that Mr. Ecevit presented 
Monday is made up almost entirely of 
members of his own Democratic Left 
Party. Although the party is a minority 
in Parliament, other power brokers have 
signaled that they will support it. 

Key figures from the outgoing gov- 
ernment will keep their jobs, among 
them Foreign Minister Ismail Cam, who 
is considered pro-Western; Finance 
Minister Zekeriya Temizcl, whose im- 
mediate task will be to help negotiate a 
new loan agreement with toe Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund; and Education 
Minister Hikmet UJugbay, who has 
angered some Muslims with his cam- 
paign against religious influence in 
schools and universities. 

Mr. Ecevit has been a political figure 
in Turkey for more than 40 years, be- 
ginning with bis first election to Par- 
liament in 1957. In toe 1970s he served 
three terms as prime minister. 

He is one of a handful of elderly 
politicians who have, depending on 
one’s point of view, given Turkey polit- 
ical continuity or kept it in toe grip of an 
unresponsive elite. 

Among the most fateful of Mr. 
Ecevit’s policies was his work in the 
1970s to prevent Turkey from joining 
the European Union, then called the 
European Community. He believed it 
represented capitalist forces seeking to 
dominate Turkey and pull it away from 
its allies in the Middle East Turkey is 
now committed to joining the Union, 
but no longer finds the climate as wel- 
coming as it was then. 

Mr. Ecevit is the godfather of Tur- 
key’s political left He has maintained 
his convictions even in the face of trials, 
assassination attempts and prison terms. 
Critics say he clings to outdated views. 

See TURKEY, Page 8 


The Return of Cuban Have-Nots 

Adoption of DoUm Splinters a Society That Was Poor but Equal 


By James C McKinley Jr. 

. New Yort Times Sendee 
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HAVANA — Some days Avilio Guia Hkcs to 
come and sitontside toe new Carlos mjriariret and 
•watch toe people coming, and going from dollar- 

OT jL S wa^ foreman on toe construction teamtoat 
built toe mall ayearaga Now.it isa woddoutof his 
reach. His government salary is only 600 peso?a 
month, less than. $30. He has no way to earn hard 
onrency, and the shops inside accept imtoira else. 
CU ^lSald never buy anyflmg 
bid builder said, balancing in his hardened hand me 
cheap cigar he bought in a gova^ent store 

bere are nKWtlypeople with relatives m toe United 

^^^terthe toDapred^dcrt 

off Havana's lifeline of subsidies and a^OriAns 
struggle to survive in a dual 
Sg^p«rt by money flowmgfrom their greatest 


enemy, the United States. Washington has main- 
tained a 37-year embargo on its nearest Caribbean 
neighbor but moved recently toward marginally 
more contact, announcing last week that it would 
permit payments from Cuban dnugr&s and other 
Americans to increase. 

The once Egalitarian island has evolved into a 
society of haves and have-nots, where school- 
teachers and doctors supplement meager state in- 
comes with ingenious moonlighting known as 
irrventando, or inventing. Hotel workers make for 
more than professionals. More and more people are 
mm ing to illegal schemes, running gypsy cabs, 
engaging in prostitution or in black-market sales of 
Cuba’s femous cigars, rum and coffee. 

Other Cubans have abandoned state jobs and 
opened small businesses under new rales allowing 
setf-employment in, the faint hope of earning more 
than tow did from the state. 

Driving these trends is a simple reality: State- 
controlled wages have remained frozen while 
prices have risen dramatically. Even though Pres- 
Sem Fidel Castro’s government continues to dis- 

See CUBA, Page 16 



IN A HURRY — Alan Greenspan, right, rushing on Monday to a meeting in Hong 
Kong with world central bankers. He predicted a mOd U.S. slowdown. Page 11. 
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Remembering Hie Dead/ Demands for Justice 

Cambodia Confronts its Past 


By Seth Mydans 

New York Times Service 

P HNOM PENH — “I’m jnst a small person,” 
said Un Samadi, a customs inspector, using a 
common phrase among Cambodi/ms, “so I 
dare not say." 

But then he got angry, and he said it. 

“I hate them," he said of the defecting Khmer 
Rouge leaders who recently flaunted their impunity 
in a tourist trip around Cambodia. 

“So long as it doesn’t cause a war, I want to see 
them on trial,” he said. "Cambodians cannot be 
happy as long as they are happy." 

And then, like a man who has decided rhar the time 
has come to speak, Un Saznath, 46, described the 
pain he shares with almost every other Cambodian of 
his generation: the killings of family members, the 
years of fear and hunger, the loss of youth and 
education, the continuing harshness of life. 

It was just one of countless unburdeuiugs that are 
taking place among Cambodians today as the coun- 
try seems to be embarking, spontaneously, cm a 
long-delayed national conversation about its trau- 
matic past 

In Hinom Penh, the capital, and in Banambang, 
the country’s second-largest city, interviews with a 
score of people from market vendors to professors 
suggest that a common legacy of anger and pain is 
being shared in a new way. 

As Cambodia struggles to break with its feudal 
past, the comments also suggest an emerging polit- 
ical assertiveness among people who are better 
informed and more aware of their rights. Recently, 
several political parties and labor onions have 
formed, and people are coming forward to seek 
redress for land seizure or the dum p in g of toxic 
waste, wrongs that in the past they might simply 
have accepted as their fete. 

The seemingly near-unanimous view is that Kh- 
mer Rouge leados should be put on trial, if only to 
determine who is to blame for the country’s suf- 
fering, and even if any convictions are followed by 
an amnesty. 

If this is so, it offers a response to those who fear 
feat international pressure for a trial amounts to a 
new burden. It is also a response to the defectors’ I 
assertion, feat pressure for a trial comes from a I 
foreign intervention against fee will of fee people. 

There has still been no real assessment of fee 
national will. Prime Minister Hon Sen has asserted 
that people do not want a trial, while King Norodom 
Sihanouk has stated that they do. 

Prom 1975 to 1979, more than a million Cam- 
bodians died from malnutrition, overwork, un- 
treated diseases or executions. After a wave of anger 
: counting lr. the early 1980s, Cambodia settled 
ir.- 5 a state of stunned denial, its psychic wounds 
unacknowledged and festering. 

The surrender of two Khmer Rouge leaders, 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon Cbea, and their welcome 
by the government have apparen tly aroused these 
buried emotions. 

‘This is the major topic now feat people talk 
about," said Kao Kim Houm, who heads the Cam- 
bodian Institute for Cooperation and Peace. 
“People from all walks of life have begun Id 
question what happened in that period. They sharea. 


common past a common suffering and therefore a 
common outrage what they see these mass killers 
returning to fee mainstream of society." 

Researchers say that even as international pres- 
sure grows to put Khmer Rouge leaders on trial for 

freely mfcunbodia, following the collapse ofthetr 
guerrilla movement in recent months. 

After Mr. Hun Sen welcomed fee defectors two 
weeks ago, saying, "We should dig a hole and baiy 
the past," he found it politically necessary to issue 
what he called a clarification a few days later and 
declare feat he was all for justice. 

But fee government has not yet said whether it 
will seek to arrest the defectors, who are in Pailin, a 
remote town near the Thai border where they are 
protected by armed former guerrillas. 

With popular emotions stirring, Kao Kim Houm 
said, “Internal pressure on the government has 
begun to build up.” He added: "National recon- 
ciliation at all costs? Bury the past? Forgive and 
forget? No. I don’t think that is the case now.” 

If indeed a more politically demanding society is 
emerging, it may be one positive legacy of the huge 
international effort at democratization organized by 
the United Nations at the start of the decade. 



Tintin’s 



CtarSofaatttaAcnus 


D espite the violent power politics that has 
persistently stunted the establishment of 
democracy and human rights, a fledgling 
civil society has begun to emerge, led by 
about 200 local nongovernmental agencies, most 
wife foreign funding. 

The country's nascent discussion also offers a 
remembrance of the dead as people recount their 
losses. When they talk about the past, Cambodians 
commonly offer lists of family members who dial 
at the hands of fee Khmer 
Rouge. 

King Sihanouk, in a state- 
ment Thursday, published a 
list of victims that included 
five children. 14 grandchil- 
dren, two cousins, a 
half-uncle and a son-in-law. 

Kao Kim Houm, 32, lost a 
younger blotter and sister. 

He said he still dreamed 
about them. When he was a 
college student in the United 
States, he said, his roommate 
called him "fee wall beater" 
because of his violent night- 
mares. 

Chhour Sokheang, 44, a 
university instructor, lost his 
father, an uncle, an aunt, a 
cousin and about 25 other 
family members. 

I-tm Navy, 39, who sells 
construction material, said 
she lost an uncle, two 
nndes-in-Law and more cous- 
ins than she can count. “If we 
start thmlring about what fee 
Khmer Rouge fed," she said, 

“we just want to diop them 
up film minced pork.” 


Khmer Rouge soldiers killed more 
than 1 million citizens and wounded 
countless others, including one 
survivor who recently demonstrated 
his scars. In December two defectors, 
below, described their roles as 
demands grew for a full accounting. 





TRAVEL UPDATE 


SNOWY EXPRESS — Two passengers checking to see when — and 
whether — their Tokyo-bound train will poll out of Ishiuchi Station in 
the northern Japanese town of Shiozawa amid heavy snowfall Monday. 


U.S. and U.K. Shutter 
Uganda Sites for Day 

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — The 
U.S. Embassy and the British High 
Commission here were closed Monday 
for undisclosed security reasons, a Brit- 
ish official said. 

The two missions share a building in 
die heart of Kampala and have been on 
high alert since fee near simultaneous 
Aug. 7 terrorist bombings of fee U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania. 

"All I can say is we are closed today 
for security reasons,” said Simon Bond, 
press officer at fee British mission in 
Kampala. “I cannot go into further de- 
tail” He said the U.S. Embassy was 
also closed. 

Van Gogh Museum 
To Reopen June 24 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — The Van 
Gogh Museum, home to an unrivaled 
collection of the Dutch master's paint- 
ings, will reopen June 24 after 10 
months of renovation and expansion that 
has nearly doubled its exhibition space. 

The work of Vincent van Gogh’s 
younger brother. Theo, will be show- 
cased in an exhibition marking the re- 


opening, fee museum said Monday. 

Theo van Gogh was a respected 19th 
century art dealer and Vincent’s main 
sponsor. The exhibition also will feature 
more than 200 works by other artists of 
fee period. 

The rebuilt and renovated Van Gogh 
Museum will feature a new wing to 
house temporary exhibitions and im- 
proved facilities for fee public. 

Seoul to Ask North 
To Open More Airspace 

SEOUL (Reuters) — South Korea 
will ask Noth Korea in coming mouths' 
to open its airspace farther to foreign 
airlines to shorten routes to the United 
States and Europe, a local newspaper 
reported in its Tuesday editions. 

The Korea Times quoted a senior 
aviation official at the Construction and 
Transportation Ministry as saying pre- 
parations were under way. 

International passenger planes flew 
over North Korean airspace for the first 
time in April under an accord signed by 
Pyongyang and Seoul in late 1997. 

A Malaysia Airlines captain abor- 
ted a flight to Perth and returned to 
Knala Lumpur ou Friday after a rat was 
spotted on board, the earner said 
Monday. (Reuters) 
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Cartoon Hero Still Popular on 70th Birthday 


By Charles Trueheart 

Washington Pan Servic* 

PARIS — As signs bloom of a near 
pan-European mentality, fee search is 
an for that elusive Everyman who can 
represent the cherished values that all 
peoples on the Old Continent share. 

A cartoon character. Captain Euro, 
has been proposed as fee hew cur- 
rency’s superhero. But he won't do, 
lacking either history or heart. And why 
invent what exists already? Europe's 
' emblematic person, has been around for 
70 years, and there’s scarcely anyone on 
this side of fee Atlantic who doesn't 
know his na me: Tin tin. 

Tlntin is a young man known by the 
flaxen mop that comes to a point on the 
top of his bubble head. As cartoon hero, 
he is as familiar to Europeans as Su- 
perman is to Americans, and be shares 
his pluck and invincibility. His perilous 
adventures have tafcep him mom the 
unnamed gray cities of mid-century 
Europe to Shanghai, Chicago, Peru, fee 
Balkans, the Congo — and the moon, IS 
years before Americans got there. 

The 22 Tintin books have been trans- 
lated into 56 languages and sell rather 
well, in En glish, in Britain. Some 200 
milli on copies have been sold to date, 
and 1-5 millio n French-language copies 
move off fee shelves every year. De 
Gaulle once expressed his jealousy feat 
Tintin was better known in the world 
than he. 

Associated the world over with 
France, Tintin is officially Belgian. This 
is a fitting nationality for him today, as 
the European Union institutions are 

mainly in fee i n for mal capital of 

Europe, Brussels, citadel of comprom- 
ise. 

Tintin’s creator, die late Georges 
Rcmi, was a Belgian illustrator who told 
interviewers he dreamed up the Tintin 
character in “five minutes” under a 
deadline to produce fee Roman Catholic 
newspaper supplement in Brussels 
where he got his start 70 years ago. The 
introverted Remi took fee pen name 
Herge (air-jay), which is fee way his 
initials sound, reversed, when pro- 
nounced in French. 

Tintin is neither a particularly Bel- 
gian type nor a French one. “He’s an 
ambassador of Europe in fee world,” 
observed Pierre Assouline, Beige’s bio- 
grapher. * ‘Hie represents universal val- 
ues: friendship, loyally, kindness, gen- 
erosity, courage. He never shoots a gun, 
yet believer feds to pat the bad guy out 
of commission.” 

Yet, Mr. Assouline pointed out, as a 
symbol of Enrope or humankind, Tintin 
is an odd chogct^ and his persistent 
popularity in fectige of Ninteadti waf - 1 
fere is puzzling. 

He is a perpetual adolescent without a 
discernible inner self. He wears golfing 
kmckers most of the time. He never so 
much as glances at a woman, and few of 
them even appear in fee books. His 
constant companion is a little white dog, 
Milou, wife whom he can communicate 

T^ntin’s best friend and chronic al- 
batross is a bearded, whiskey-swilling 
sailor, Capitaine Haddock. Haddock is 
given to too much drink and torrents of 
now-classic invective. But he has the 
virtue of owning a glorious chateau., 
Moulinsazt, on a wooded estate. Tintin 
is perhaps a kept man. 

Although he is ostensibly a journalist, 
a kind of roving reporter able to follow 
his nose to danger and injustice, Tintin 
almost never appears wife pen and pa- 
per, at a typewriter, or talking to an 
editor. Journalists interview him. 

One of Tintin’s assets as a candid a t e 
for Homo europus is that he is sur- 
rounded by a cast of characters as di- 
verse as Europeans themselves. They 
represent not so much the ethnic stew of 
Europe — the Tin tin cast is heavily, 
embarrassingly Nordic — as its pro- 
nounced eccentricities and follies: the 
raving-mad. ictiotr-savant Toumesoi, fee 
hapless identical detectives Dupont and 
Depend, the befuddled butler Nestor, 
fee ear-splitting diva Bianca Gunafiore 
and every stripe of ne’er-do-well in a 
raincoat, a kimono, a djdlaba, or a.uni- 
form. Herge was an accomptished sat- 
irist, even though his hero was a two- 
dimensional goody-goody. 


The bizarre Tintin menagerie, an- 
tique though it is, still holds few 
European imagination. 

Editorial cartoons not out Tintin the - 
way American ones use Uncle Saits 
European philosophers have phanbee[ 
the postmodern meaning ofTbitm tom* 
end. And meaning, in Europe, meaog 
politics. - 

Was Tintin from the left or the right? 
That’s the question feat will be debate^, 
in fee august surroundings of fee Fteodf 
National Assembly in February, ftwnfry 
to the legislators’ own chapter of the 
Tmtinologists* Society. 

Tnttm's 70th birthday, Jan. 10, % 
bring marked by the rqmblo iion of fee 
very first album. ‘ ‘Tintin in the Land of 
the Soviets." It is, beyond being a pale, 
story compared wife those that fallow, a 
crude anu-Communist yam involving 
Bolshevik clowns in greatcoats. It so 
embarrassed Herge and his publisher* 
that they withdrew it from circulation in 
the 1930s. ' ' Aa- 

Bernard Vivier. who owns a shop iur 
the Paris Marais district feat sells 
Tmrfnfllia, is among fee majority who 
are 'convinced Tintin was, if not a 


ot one. 

“You’d never have confessed to en- 
joying Tintin in ’ 68 ,’ ’ recalled Mr. Vivi- 
et , or the rabidly nationalist Astern, 
comics either. The transparently roy- 
alist Babar, of course, was beyond the 
pale. 

Petit Vingtieme, where Tintin was 
first serialized, was a rightist Belgian 
Catholic sheet for young audiences. 
"Tintin au Congo." the second album, 
is pure colonial paternalism. That and 

‘He represents universal 
values: friendship, loyaltjv ; 
kindness, generosity, . 
courage.’ 

other albums ware cleansed of incorrect 
details when color editions of all those 
then in print were printed in the 1940s 
and ’50s: Swarthy and malign Jews be- 
came swarthy and malign Europeans of 
indeterminate origin: Mack Americans, 
became white ones. 

Herge was a classic "neutral” in. 
wartirne Belgium, which is to ray that he. 
went on building his profitable cartoon; 
empire under Nazi occupation and was 
accused of collaboration after the war,, 
and ever since. But even by fee nrid- 
1930s, Herge, and thus, indirectly, 
Tintin, was having a revelation feat 
would lead him to create one of his moqt 
memorable minor characters and sysajH 
bols of humane values, fee Chinese boy' 
Tchang. 

Introduced In “Le Lotus Bleu," the 
artistic masterpiece of fee Herge 
oeuvre, Tchang returns in fee Iate-ca- 
recr classic “Tintin in Tibet,” where 
Tintin rescues him again and mouths 
platitudes about universal brotherhood. 
When Tchang Tchong-jen, the real -life 
Herge friend on whom Tchang was 
based, died in Ranee last fall, the front- 
page headlines needed no explanation: 
"Tchang is dead.” 

The problem with fee Tintin industry 
is feat it is a closed shop. Herge. who 
died in 1983, never passed on the rights 
to produce new episodes of Tintin after 
his death. It might have been otherwise. 
Herge tried to interest Walt Disney in 
(he early 1950s in taking ou his char- 
acter, but fee Disney people ignored 
him. Herge rightly hated the feature 
films made from his characters — for 
starters, no known human looks lifcy 
Tintin. But he was tempted late in hi* ' 
life by a filmmaker he admired deeply 
and wife whom he shared an affinity far 
knowing the mind of fee child in all of 
us. 

Steven Spielberg wanted to adapt 
Tintin to the screen. Mr. Remi was; 
ready to sign a contract, but balked 
when he saw feat Mr. Spielberg retained 
the rights to fee merchandising. Then 
Mr. Remi died. ■* 

But Mr. Spielberg essentially went.' 
ahead with tire project, creating a Tintin ; 
in the American vernacular, this one ■ 
wife a better haircut His mmw was | 
Indiana Jones. 


C^roPoli*: 



- — thg • 

wwwJtotalguidkcom 

check out - before you check in 
Burincw + Leisure Worldwide 
V iew vbrafc. info, book Jracthrmd — wl 
In more than 50^000 hows. 


A Must Read Complimentary Report 


A Professional’s Guide to Currency 
Speculation and Risk Management 


This comprehensive- report is mandatory 
reeding for all investors. Complete with 
profitable, simple fully disclosed trading 
models, an 1 1 year track record and all 
price data for performance verification 



Forex Capital raatieqeiTieiit 


Do you uve nv Austria, 

CENTRAL OR EASTERN EUROPE? 

For a hand-ddivered subscription on the day 
of publication call (+43) 1 891 36 3830. 


A European Cold Snap Brings 
Traffic Chaos and Power Cuts 

Agence Fronce-Presse 

PARIS — Heavy snowfall and plunging temperatures 
caused chaos in ports of Southern and Western Europe on 


WEATHER 


Southern France and the northern portions of Italy and 
Spain were among the worst affected regions. 

In France^police in the Rhone- Alpes region around Lyon 
reported traffic jams several kilometers long, while trains 
between Lyon and Paris were delayed up to three hours after 
snow damaged power lines. The snow also caused flight 
cancellations at me Lyoo-Satolas airport. 

As many as 39,300 homes were without electricity in 
villages in southern France, wife the situation worst in vil- 
lages in fee southern Drome and Ardeche departments. 

In northwestern Italy, more than 70.0CK) people were 
without electricity after a blizzard swept through fee region, 
and heavy winds brought down trees and power tines. 

In northern Spain, many roads remained blocked after 
weekend snowfalls, authorities said. Seven areas, including 
Catalonia and the Basque region, declared a state of emer- 
gency. Nearly 100 villages were cut off by the snow, but 
snowplow teams were woriring to clear fee roads Monday. 

Forecasters predicted better weather from Tuesday. 

Correction 

Because of an editing error, an article in fee Jan. 9-10 
editions gave an incozrect date for general elections in Malay- 
sia. Under fee Britisfa-styie parliamentary system, they must 
be held before April 2000. 
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Clinton’s Lawyers Bow 
On Instant Dismissal 

^ Bne f to Senate Denies Impeachable Acts 


POLITICAL V 


By Brian Knowlton 

Jnirrnational Herald Trit*.» r 
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tte wishes of die Senate 
and decided not to immediately intro- 
droe a motion of dismissal that could 
mgger a divisive partisan debate. 

■ Tne presidential spokesman, Joe 
j-jekhart, that a motion to digmi« 
the trial was delayed because “we re- 
spect the prerogatives of the Senate to 
set the rules." 

He added, "We think that this thing 
diould move forward expeditiously — 
it s m everyone's interests.*’ 

The 13-page White House brief, filed 

in reply to a Senate summons Friday 
says that Mr. Clinton “denies each and 
every material allegation" against him. 
It holds that the two impeachment art- 
icles. which charge the president with 
perjury and obstruction of justice in the 
V 0 ™? Lewinsky affair, do not meet 
me “rigorous” standard set in the U.S. 
Constitution for removing a president. 

‘The charges in the articles do not 
rise - to the level of ‘high crimes an/* 
misdemeanors' as contemplated by the 
Founding Fathers and they do not sat- 
isfy the rigorous constitutional standard 
applied throughout our nation’s his- 
tory,” the lawyers argued. 

Senate Democrats had warned the 
White House that any early motion to 
dismiss the trial, especially on technical 
grounds, could undermine the sense of 
comity that emerged Friday in the Senate 
around a bipartisan p lan for the trial. 
Senator John Breaux, die chief 
Democratic whip, said that to 
such a motion based on a tech- 
nicality, such as the fact that an outgoing 
Congress normally cannot leave any 
business for an incoming Congress, 
Ivould be a mistake." 

■ At midday Thursday, the prosecutori- 
al team of 13 House members is set to 
begin its opening arguments before the 
IDO senators and the chief justice of the 
United States, William Rehnquist, who 
will preside. Each side has been given 
24 hours, probably over three days, to 
make its case. 

In an awkward coincidence, that 
means die White House arguments 
would begin on Jan. 19, only hoars 
before Mr. Clinton is scheduled to give 
his annual State of the Union address 
before a joint session of Congress. 

'Despite calls from several Repub- 
licans far Mr. Clinton to postpone die 


“*ssage, or present it in writing, the 
Waite House confirmed that he planned 
to £o ahead. “We have no intention erf 
being diverted from that," said James 
Kennedy, a White House spokesman. 

After opening arguments are over,foe 
Senate will have ft hours to question 
both sides. Only then will the Senate take 
up the question of whether to allow 
witnesses, and what evidence may he 
introduced. That sequence underscores 
the crucial importance of each side’s 
making a persuasive opening argument 

Representative Henry Hyde, Repub- 
lican of IHmnis and the leader of the 
House prosecutorial team, said Monday 
that he was confident of malting a per- 
suasive case for witnesses. “We think 
the senators will be m a mare ge ne rous 
mood, having heard our case, be said. 

The White House and Democrats 
have insisted that witnesses are not 
needed and will only cause the trial to 
drag on for months; the House “man- 
agers" and most Senate Republicans 
have said that witnesses are necessary to 
explore contradictions in the written re- 
cord supplied by the independent coun- 
sel Kenneth Starr. 

A vote of SI senators will be required 

hearing of that wteessbytite Senate. 

With most Republicans expressing 
support for witnesses, and Republicans 
holding a 55-45 edge over Democrats in 
the chamber, the kery role of a handful of 
moderate Republicans has become 
clear. 

Attention has focused on four New 
England senators: John Chafee of 
Rhode Island, Jim Jeffords of Vermont, 
and Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins, 
both of Maine. The gronp, which meets 
together regularly, will be regarded as 
bellwethere as the trial proceeds. 

Mr. Chafee, presenting a view the 
others appear to hold, said Monday that 
witnesses would be useful to sort through 
conflicts of evidence. 

* ‘That doesn't mean an array of wit- 
nesses,” he said on CNN, “but a limited 
number of witnesses, I think, would be 
appropriate." - 

Senator Co llins made a similar com- 
mem Sunday. 

The role of the four could be even 
more crucial once a motion is filed to 
dismiss the case, which would require 
5 1 votes. The White House would need 
six Republicans, assuming that every 
Democrat voted in its favor. 

A vote to remove Mr. Clinton from 
office would require 67 votes, which is 
considered highly unlikely. 



Bob Taft being sworn in as governor of Ohio in Cohunbos 
Monday. His wife, Hope, held a Bible that was used when Mr. 
Taft’s great-grandfather was sworn in as president in 1909. 


4 Love - Child’ Snoopers 
Lay a Rumor to Rest 

WASHINGTON — In Washington's 
seemingly endless sex wars, another alleg- 
ation thai had seeped into pans of the main- 
stream media has suddenly evaporated. 
From the Drudge Report on the Inland to 
the ‘ ‘Tonight’ ’ show on NBC, the word was 
that the supermarket tabloid the Star was 
investigating what turned om to be an utterly 
bogus charge by an Arkansas woman that 
President Bill Clinton had fathered her son 
during the 1980s. But a DNA test financed 
by the Star disproved the rumor, first pub- 
lished by another tabloid, the Globe, back in 
1992. 

“There was no match, nothing even 
close," Phil Bun ton, editor at the Star, said 
Sunday. "We went info it thinking it was 
more likely to be untrue than true. We might 
run a couple of paragraphs saying we in- 
vestigated it and it proved To be untrue.” 

Which raises a bask journalistic question: 
Why was the so-called “love child 1 ' story 
reported at all? 

The Star, which brought the world Gen- 
nifer Flowers, had offered a large amount of 
money to the 13-year-old if his blood sample 
matched the description of the president's 


DNA in the report by the independent coun- 
sel. Kenneth Starr. The results, disproving 
his mother’s charge, were reported over the 
weekend by Time magazine and in Matt 
Drudge's cybcrapacc column. 

After Mr. Drudge disclosed the Star in- 
quiry this month, the allegations quickly 
made their way into The New York Post, the 
New Yoik Daily News, The Washin; 


Times and the Boston Herald. 
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Reno Breaks a Record 

WASHINGTON — Attorney General 
Janet Reno on Monday became the 
longest- serving attorney general of this cen- 
tury, surpassing the record set 60 years ago 
by Homer Cummings, an attorney general in 
the administration of Franklin Roosevelt. 

Ms. Reno’s longevity at the Justice De- 
partment is notable because she got the job in 
March 2993 almost by accident when Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton hurriedly plucked her 
from her job as the elected prosecutor in 
Dade County, Florida, after to first two 
nominations for attorney general collapsed. 

Ms. Reno, 60, is unlikely to break the 
record for longest time in the post. That is 
held by William Wirt, who served for 1 1 
years over the administrations of James 
Monroe and John Quincy Adams. (NYT) 


Gore’s Aim on Wall Street: Strut the Right Stuff 


By lanthe Jeanne Dugan 

Washington Post Service 


NEW YORK — When Vice President A1 Gore 
walked into the Four Seasons Hotel in Manhattan in 
November for a luncheon in his honor, most of the 
crowd stood up and cheered. But in the dark-suited sea 
of 60 Wall Street honchos, some faces seemed out of 
place at a Democratic celebration. 

What on earth was Henry Paulson, the conservative 
chief executive of Goldman, Sachs & Co., doing 
there? Also drawing double-takes was the J J*. Morgan 
& Co. chief, Douglas (Sandy) Warner, a well known 
Republican supporter. 

They were invited by Steven Rattner, chief executive 
of the large investment bank Lazard Freres & Co., who 
has been a key force in helping Mr. Gore introduce his 
ideas on the economy and financ e to a traditionally 
conservative contingent that has long associated die 
vice president with being more concerned about the 
environment and technology than high finance. 

‘ The vice president is not as well known in the Wall 
Street community as the president,’* Mr. Rattner said. 
“But as people have gotten to know him, they have 
been impressed.” 

As Mr. Gore gears up for his presidential race, he is 
carefully wooing Wall Street, a source of not only 
potential campaign contributions bat also credibility 
u die corporate world. 

Using a trio of Investment executives as his tour 
guides to Wall Street, Mr. Gore has been getting a 
crash education in foe markets through breakfast 
brainstorms. White House coffees. New York jaunts 


and three Christmas parties at his home. 

Wall Street executives and an aide to Mr. Gore mid 
the vice president in turn has reached out to Wall Street 
officials to solicit advice on economic issues and to 
review his speeches on business matters. Executives 
have encouraged him to tone down the environment 
rhetoric and promote a broader theme — the track 
record of the economy. 

Mr. Gore is embarking on what aides call “eco- 
nomics week,” in which be will announce two budget 
initiatives designed to strengthen the economy, such as 
a doubling of the economic empowerment zones font 
have revitalized inner-city neighborhoods. An aide to 
Mr. Gore said the vice president played a crucial role in 
shaping the economic policies that fueled growth in 
recent years but took a backseat to the president. “Now, 
as we head into 2000," the aide said, * 'there’s a desire to 
showcase what he's been doing behind foe scenes." 

The lunch at foe Four Seasons was one of several 
‘ 'cultivations!" meetings organized by Mr. Rattner and 
two fellow executives — John Tisch of Loews Coip. 
and foe money manager Orin Kramer, an aide to former 
President Jimmy Cater who contributed $295,000 in 
1 'soft money' ’ to Democratic Party organizations in foe 
1997-98 election cycle, according to Federal Election 
Commission records. Loosely regulated soft money is 
used by foe party for general purposes, such as issue 
advertising and voter-registration drives. 

The bio has become a quasi “kitchen cabinet" 
working behind foe scenes virtually since Mr. Clin- 
ton’s 1996 victory to help Mr. Gore meet and convert 
key figures on Wall Street Mr. Rattner, Mr. Tisch and 
Mr. Kramer headed fund-raising efforts this month. 


serving as foe New York muscle of a national effort 
expected to raise SI million by the end of January. 
Previously, they had helped raise SI million for Lead- 
ership '98, Mr. Gore’s political action committee. 

To pave foe way to the financial support, Mr. Gore 
first had to refashion his image to appeal to a con- 
servative world in which executives often supported 
Republicans whose policies served wealthy investors. 
That is why he has emphasized economic growth. 

Mr. Gore especially turned to these executives in 
August, when foe Russian debt default threatened to 
destabilize world financial markets. The vice president 
wanted to understand the ramifications, so he invited a 
Wall Street "Who’s Who" to the White House. 

Mr. Tisch, Mr. Rauner and Mr. Kramer attended foe 
meeting, along with a list of powerful executives that 
included the global investor George Soros; the Bankers 
Trust Corp. chief executive, Frank Newman; Lehman 
Brothers Inc.’s chief executive, Richard Fuld; and 
David Shaw, a former Columbia University computer 
science professor who runs a major investment pool. 

“He asked us for our ideas," Mr. Shaw recalled. Mr. 
Soros suggested a credit-insurance facility to help com- 
bat whai several people advised the vice president was a 
severe credit crunch. Some suggestions appear to be 
echoed in pans of the Brazilian rescue package co- 
ordinated by foe International Monetary Fund and ac- 
tions taken by the Group of Seven industrialized nations 
a few weeks later. “I thought all he was interested in 
was science and the environment,’ ’ said Mr. Shaw, who 
contributed $220,000 in soft money to Democrats in 
1997-98. “I was surprised when I met him how much he 
knew about foe economy and finance." 


. . . j.jlti 


Colombia Rightists Massacre Scores 


•I Campaedbr Oar SxffFnm Dispatches 

' -BOGOTA — Ttaaliating for a rebel 
assault on their headq(aarters two weeks 
ago, rightist Colombian militias killed 
at least 111 people in a series of mas-- 
sacres during a 48-hour period, accord- 
ing to police officials. 

: The worst of the attacks was in the 
hamlet of Playon de Orozco, where 
about 30 people were killed Saturday 
and 17 houses burned down, the state 
police commander. Colonel Octavio 
Grajales, said Sunday. 

He told RCN radio that villagers in 
the town, 640 kilometers (400 miles) 
north of Bogota, were attacked as they 


were leaving a baptismal'Mass at a local 
church. He said foe gunmen were car- 
rying lists of intended victims. 

The national police operations chief. 
General Alfredo Salgado, said at least 20 
people were killed Sunday in La Hor- 
miga, a southern town near Ecuador that 
is a hub of the cocaine trade. Most of the 
victims were partying at a discotheque, 
the police said. 

Rightist paramilitary groups have 
carried out at least 20 a tt acks, most 
concentrated in remote forming areas in 
foe north, since President Andres Pas- 
trana’s government initiated peace talks 
with leftist rebels Thursday. A rightist 


leader said foe aim of foe violence was 
to force foe Colombian govenimenr to 
pant foe rightists the type of political 
legitimacy that it is giving foe rebels. 

.. The Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia, or FARC, has said peace 
talks will go nowhere unless foe gov- 
ernment dismantles the landowner- 
backed militias that have been killing 
suspected civilian sympathizers of foe 
rebels for more than a decade. 

The top paramilitaxy leader, Carlos 
Castano, said in a newspaper interview 
publisbbd Sunday that he supported the 
peace process as foe only way to end 34 
years of civil conflict. (AP. AFP ) 


Supreme Court Backs N. Y. on Strip- 

The Associated Press ment, rejected appeals in court rulings that had upheld 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — New 
York City’s zoning crack- 
down on strip clubs and sex 
shops got a green hfM 
Monday from the U.S. Su- 
preme Court. 

- The court, without com- 


ment. rejected appeals in 
which siich enterprises and 
their patrons had argued that 
foe regulations denied free 
speech and threatened legal 
businesses. The appeals said 
federal courts had wrongly 
deferred to New York state 



Away From Politics 


• The recent wave of toogfaer sentencing laws has 
Mcceeded in making criminals serve longer pnsmi sen- 

S rfoel^cc^tofoe first study offoe 
3Sws by the Justice Department- (NYT) 




. hfl c oostponed the execution of a 

• An appeals c ?^f t fight l* e hell" when 

murderer who 5?L-him to foe death chamber inTexas. 
guards arrive to egy^ 1anne d ^ shackles and ar- 

Prison officials had P - Gra ham to his execution. 
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court rulings that had upheld 
the regulations. 

The city prohibits sex -ori- 
ented theaters, bookstores, 
massage parlors and dance 
clubs from operating within 
500 feet (150 meters) of 
homes, houses of worship, 
schools or each other. 

In other cases, foe court 
made these rulings: 

• It refused to reinstate a 
child molester's prison sen- 
tence, set aside by Nebraska’s 
highest court because a judge 
quoted Bible verses before 
imp o sin g the man’s punish- 
ment. The justices let stand foe 
state court’s ruling that the 
sentence was invalid because 
reasonable people might ques- 


Club Law 


tion the judge's impartiality. 

•It refused to revive an 
Arizona measure that declared 
English foe state’s official lan- 
guage and required its use in 
most ' government transac- 
tions. The law was struck 
down by foe state Supreme 
Omit last April as a violation 
of free-speecb rights. 

•It again left intact the mil- 
itary’s ''don’t ask, don’t tell’ ’ 
policy, rejecting a challenge 
by two former servicemen 
who had been discharged 
after declaring their homo- 
sexuality. The justices turned 
away arguments that foe 
policy was based on prejudice 
against homosexuals and vi- 
olated free-speecb rights. 



A Great Location 
for Business Travellers 
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Gel on a JAL flight 
lo Japan, 

and end up somewht 
in Europe. 


Japan Airlines are offering double' bonus miles on flights from 
Europe to Japan, between 10th January and 30Ui April, 1999. 

This means that new JAL Mileage Bank members need only 
make one JAL Executive Class Seasons return trip, to earn enough 
nufeoge for a return Octet in Europe with Air France or British 
Midland. 

Formore informs lion or lo join Ihe JAL Mileage Bank visit our 
web site at www.Jaf-europc.com 


A BETTER APPROACH TO. BUSINESS 



If you want 

you can show your kids 
without a bad conscience, 

look no further. 


eret 

When it comes to making television suitable for children, we don't cake any chances. Sure, 
there are official institutions with various ratings and censorship systems. But we at RTL 
have established the highest possible standards to ensure that what children are watching is 
not only what they want to see, but what they should be seeing. Effective standards for 
protecting children at RTL Television are determined by a simple rule. We don’t broadcast 
anything which we wouldn't show our own children. RTL - the best children V television 
can get. For further information, please contact: Phone: +40-221-456 1013, , 

Fax: *49-221-456 1094, E-Mail: International Afiairs@RTL.de 
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Hong Kong Opposition 
Gets Call to Barricades 


By Mark Landler 

New fork Tana Service 

HONG KONG — Eight months after 
it won a resounding victory in legis- 
lative elections here, Hong Kong’s op- 
position movement is divided over 
whether the Democratic Party should 
abandon elective politics and take its 
cause to the streets. 

Xn an extraordinary meeting Sunday, 
a group of young party members called 
on their leaders, in effect, to man the 
bar ricades. Declaring that Hong Kong's 
government was strangling the growth 
of democracy, the young members said 
the party should focus on mobilizing 
“the masses" rather than running for 
seats on Hong Kong’s largely toothless 


Cohen, in Japan, 
Offers Help for 
Satellite Program 

Rouen 

TOKYO — Defense Secretary 
William Cohen reiterated Monday 
that the United States was prepared 
to help Japan develop its planned 
space satellite program and was 
eager for Tokyo’s cooperation on 
anti-missile defense systems. 

Arriving in Tokyo at the start of a 
weekloog visit to Japan and South 
Korea to discuss the threat from 
North Korea ami other issues, Mr. 
Cohen welcomed Japan’s an- 
nouncement, made last month, that 
it planned to lalunch four intelli- 
gence and other satellites by mid- 
2003. 

‘'The Japanese government will 
obviously nave to make a decision 
on whether they wish to try and 
develop their own separate sys- 
tem” or boy foreign satellite tech- 
nology, he said to reporters. 

“In any event, if they deride to 
go forward, we will try to help in 
ways in which we can perhaps 
share some of oar own technology 
or be of assistance in ways that they 
would find helpfuL” 

The defense secretary -stressed 
that a completely separate Japanese 
satellite program “would be quite 
expensive and complicated.*^ He 
added, “But that is a derision they 
will have to make and we will re- 
spect that” 

Mr. Cohen will meet Prime Min- 
ister Keizo Obochi and Defense 
Minis ter Hosei Norota to discuss 
issues ranging from North Korea to 
the so-called theater missile de- 
fense system. He will also discuss 
new U.S. -Japan security guidelines 
before going to South Korea on 
Thursday. 


Legislative ConnriL 

“Having one or two more seats won’t 
change anything,” said Andrew To, a 
leader of the so-called Young Tmks- 
“ All democratic movements come from 
the masses on the streets. Yon need 
martyrs to change die system.” 

Sadr a calif to arms is startling in Hong 
Kong, where politics is hardly a contact 
sport and where even the most strident 
oppos i t i on leaders have tried to work 
within die system. But these are frus- 
trating times for this former British 
colony, which reverted to Chinese rule 
just as Asia was slipping into recession. 

As Hong Kong’s government 
searches for a way out of its worst 
economic crisis since World War n, 
democratic leaders say it has hobbled 
die pace of reform and marginalized its 
chief advocates. 

Although the Democratic Party won * 
43 percent of die vote in the elections 
last May, the most of any party, it re- 
ceived just 13 of the 60 seats in die 
Legislative Council under Hong Kong’s 
electoral Laws. And the party’s leaders 
have been granted only two meetings 
with Hong Kong’s chief executive, 
Tung Chee-hwa. a shipping magnate 
appointed by Beijing. 

After the second meeting, cm Sat- 
urday, die party’s chairman, Martin 
r ft ?.' lnahari rtnf at Mr. Tung, railing hfm 

a “benign dictator.” 

“Mr. Tong doesn’t believe in demo- 
cracy, and it is no surprise dial his 
adminis tration is devoted to thwarting 
it,” said Mr. Lee, a lawyer whose proper 
manner and professorial mien belied his 
fi ghting words. 

These days, though, die leaders of die 
Democratic Party seem to spend Less 
time fighting Mr. Tong than squabbling 
among themselves. 

- Mr. Lee, who holds a seat on the 
Legislative Council, says his party must 
continue to work wi thin die system be- 
cause it was elected by die voters to do 
that He notes that when the Chinese 



RobfaManfeas 

ONE COUNTRY, OLD SYSTEM — Members of the Hong Kong legal profession preparing Monday to 
hear the region’s chief justice speak at the official opening of the new legal year. Despite reverting to 
Chinese rule in 1997, judges and lawyers in Hong Kong continue to wear Engfish-style wigs and robes. 


government dissolved the last freely 
elected Legislative Council on July 1, 
1997, the opposition Leaders vowed to 


But Mr. To, a 32-year-old arriversity 
lecturer, said the legislature “wastes 
time debating unimportant issues.” He 
said die party should focus instead on 
organizing street protests and demon- 
strations. 

Neither Mr. Lee nor Mr. To thinks that 
the party will fracture. Political experts 
agreed that a split was unlikely. For one, 
it is not clear how many parties a polit- 
ically apathetic Hong Kong can support. 
In a city of 2.7 million voters, the Demo- 
cratic Party has only 600 members. 

Moreover, the Young Turks lack a 
recognized leader like Mr. Lee, who 


travels the worid advocating democracy 
in Haig Kong. With so few elective 
offices here, the young members are 
unlikely to have one soon. Experts said 
that lack of opportunity explains their 
frustration. 

The legislative Council itself {days 
second fiddle to the strong executive 
branch. It cannot, for instance, even 
introduce legislation without Mr. 
Tung’s agreement 

And within foe legislature, Mr. Tung 
plays favorites, opposition leaders said, 
while he has little to do with die demo- 
crats, they said he heaps praise on Hong 
Kong’s leading pro-Beqmg party. 

“Part of the problem is that the demo- 
crats don’t have a dialogue with 
Beijing,” said Joseph Cheng, a pro- 


Violence and Protest Take Hold in Indonesia 


Reuters 

JAKARTA — ■ The student move- 
ment vowed Monday to resume mass 
protests against President B J. Habibie 
as violence spread to more regions of 
the country. 

Student leaders said they would re- 
sume the protests after observing the 
Muslim holidays Jan. 19 and Jan. 20. 
They are demanding Mr. Habibie’s 
resignation, a trial of former President 
Suharto and an end to the military’s role 
in politics. 

“We will press on until we have a 
democratic satiety,” said Eli Salomo of 
Forkot, one of the most radical student 
groups in Jakarta, at a news conference 
arranged by eight student groups. 


Clashes between students and secur- 
ity forces in November and December 
came to a halt late last month when 
students marked the b eginnin g of foe 
Muslim fasting month. 

But Ramadan did not blunt spiraling 
unrest and crime in the archipelago as 
the economic crisis pushes millions into 
unemployment and poverty. 

- About 3,000 people in Sumatra’s 
lampnng Province, some 135 kilomet- 
ers (80 miles) northwest of Jakarta, 
stormed a neighboring village, setting 
fire to cars and looting buildings, 
angered by the killing of four men sus- 
pected of masterminding a string of 
motorcycle thefts in which several 
people were murdered. 


Violence has also been mounting in 
the province of Aceh on die northern tip 
of Sumatra. The military said Monday ft 
had arrested 30 soldiers in Aceh for 
beating to death and torturing suspected 
separatist rebels over the weekend. 

Military officials and brnnan rights 
groups said Sunday that four people 
died, bringing the number of d«aih« in 
the province in recent weeks to 20. 

“I say this firmly: I cannot justify 
what happened on Saturday,” said 
Johny Wahab, the military commander 
inXhokseumawe. .. .. 

“I will investigate the incident thor- 
oughly,” he added, “and send the sus- 
pects to the military court by the end of 
foe month.” 


fessor of political science at the City 
University of Hong Kong. “In Oder to 
have an influence on the government of 
HoagKong. they must have legitimacy 
with Beijing.” 

In many ways, tire democrats are vic- 
tims of unexpected circumstances. The 
party won votes by promising to be a 
bulwark against Chinese interference in 
Hong Kong. But Beijing has for foe 
most part stayed out of Hong Kong’s 
affairs. 

The democrats have also been thrown 
on the i r heels by foe Asian financial 
crisis. In die prosperous days before the 
handover, the Democratic Party es- 
poused foe same ffee-maxket ideas as 
the govern me nt. But now, with unem- 
ployment running at recoid levels, foe 
younger members are demanding that 
die party fight for working people. 


With Democratic Party leaders like 
Mr. Lee, a highly paid lawyer, it is not a 
natural fit “Despite its grass-roots im- 
age, foe leaders of foeparty are quite 
well-off people,” Mr. Cheng said. 

Alter Sunday’s meeting, both fac- 
tions of foe party were eager to play 
down their differences. “People ex- 
pressed their views frankly, but there 
were no fi rewo rks , as many expected,” 
Mr. Lee said. 

Mr. Lee said foeparty would remain 
in the Legislative Council, while at the 
same time organizing more protests and 
rallies. “The de mo nst ration* must be 
well-planned rather rtian wildcat af- 
fairs,’’ he said. 

Mr. To- said foe leaders agreed to 
wede for foe interests of working-class 
as well as middle-class voters. But he 
added that foe meeting did not resolve 
the deeper questions about the future of 
Hong Kong’s democracy movement. 


Japan Negotiations 
Make Progress 

TOKYO — Seeking to move 
closer to a coalition government, 
Japan's governing p uty gave in 
Monday to an opposition demand 
to no longer allow bureaucrats to 
s pimir ministers in Pariiamcat. 1 

Under foe deal between the rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic Party and 
the opposition Liberal Party, min- 
istry bureaucrats will speak only 
when requested to do so, the Liberal 
Party official. Takeji Kano, sard. 

Japanese politicians often read 
from papers prepared by bureau- 
crats, whose technical expertise is 
often superior to that of foe politi- 
dans. Bureaucrats also answer ques- 
tions during parliamentary debates. 

But many Japanese are increas- 
ingly wary of the bureaucrats’ dom- 
ination over policy-making be- 
cause they are not elected and do 
not appear to be answerable to pub- 
lic opinion. (AP) 

Pakistani Court 
Halts Executions 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — The 
Supreme Court on Monday halted 
executions ordered by military 
courts in* Karachi until it ruled on 
the validity of the tribunals. 

The country’s top court issued 
foe interim order while hearing five 
somewhat similar petitions chal- 
lenging summary military courts 
set up by Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif’s government. 

Chief Justice Ajmal Mian said in . 
a brief order that until the court 
made a final decision, the govern- 
ment “ shall not execute death sen- 
tences already awarded by the mil- 
itary courts or which may be awar- 
ded hereafter.” (Reuters) 

Manila Court Gives ^ 
Rapist New Chance 

MANILA — The Supreme Court 
on Monday gave a convicted rapist 
one more chance to plead for his ufe, 
ordering him to respond to a gov- 
ernment petition for his execution. 

The high court ordered Leo 
Echegaray to respond to a gov- 
ernment petition asking the court to 
allow the death sentence against the 
inmate to be carried out in what 
would be foe first execution in the 
Philippines in 23 years. 

Three hours before Mr. 
Echegaray was to be executed do 
Jan. 4, foe court ordered a 
six-manfo delay to allow Congress -■ 
to review a law that reimposes foe t 
death penalty in the Philippines. . 

(AP) I 
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CAMBODIA: Workers Protest Conditions 


Fires Ravage 
Freetown as 
Rebels Attack 


Agence Franct-Presse 

FREETOWN, Siena Leone — 
Battles and countless fires raged 
Monday in eastern districts of Free- 
town, the capital of Siena Leone, pas- 
sengers from a helicopter shuttling 
between foe city and its airport said. 

Military sources, who asked not to be 
named, said the blazes had been started 
by rebels who had been routed. 

General Timothy Shelpidi said that 
troops of the Nigerian-led intervention 
force he commands, known as Ecomog, 
were pushing the rebels back through 
eastern parts of the city. 

“The rebels bum, pillage and kill as 
they go through,” and use civilians as 
'human shields,’” General Shelpidi 
said at the international airport, Lungi, 
across an estuary from Freetown. 

The Revolutionary United Front rebel 
group and renegade government troops 
stormed the capital Wednesday and have 
since been pitted against the soldiers of 
the West African Ecomog force. 

“We've never seen anything like it, 
even in the worst fighting during 1997 
and 1998,” a resident said of the fires 
Monday. 

An unidentified Ecomog official said: 
“There are still small groups of rebels 
and isolated gunmen. It will take another . 
few days before the city is safe a gain. ” 

Rebels have also kidnapped two more 
Italian missionaries by tricking them 
into believing they could contact an 
abdneted colleague, foe Italian, ambas- 
sador announced here Monday. 

The envoy, Lnigi Costa Sanseverino 
Di Bisgnano, said foe rebels contacted 
the two missionaries and persuaded 
them that they would be able to get in 
touch with their colleague, Mario 
Guerra, who was kidnapped by insur- 
gents in mid-November. 

The missionaries disappeared and 
have not been beard from since. 

■ AP Journalist Ib Killed 

A television producer for The As- 
sociated Press was shot and killed and 
an AP bureau chief was wounded when 
their car was hit by gunfire while cov- 
ering civil war. The Associated Press 
reported. 

Myles Tierney, a Kenya-basedjxo- 
ducer for The Associated Press Tele- 
vision News died instantly. Ian Stewart, 
b&sedin the Ivory Coast, suffered ahead 
wound. 






A soldier comforting a woman in Freetown during an evacuation last 
week of civilians sifter rebels stormed the capital on Wednesday.. 


Truth Panel Denies Amnesty 
To Policeman in Biko Beating 


By Suzanne Daley 

New York Times Service 

JOHANNESBURG — A former po- 
lice officer who said he helped tackle 


the anti-apartheid activist Steve Biko 
and smash his head into a wall when Mr. 
Biko was in custody in 1977 has been 
denied amnesty by foe South African 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
The commission has not yet released 

its finding;, but George Bizos, a lawyer 
for die Biko family, said foe panel had 
ruled that no amnesty could be granted 
because foe police officer had not ad- 
mitted to a crime. 

The officer, Gideon Niewhoudt, and 
foe four other officers involved in Mr. 
Biko’s interrogation told the commis- 
sion that Mr. Biko had attacked them 
after be had been forced to stand. They 
said they had been defending them- 
selves when they jumped on him. 

Days after foe incident, Mr. Biko, 
naked, disoriented and suffering from 
severe head injuries, was driven 1,200 
kilometers (750 miles) across South 
Africa for medical treatment. He died 
before he got any, on Sept. 12, 1977. 

His case outraged foe worid and 
helped galvanize foe anti-apartheid 
movement. Although an investigation at 
foe time cleared foe police officers of 


any wrongdoing, it became clear that an 
obviously injured Mr. Biko had spent 
days manacled to window bars before 
dying alone on the floor of a prison 
celL 

What exactly happened to him has 
been an enduring secret. When the five 
officers involved in his interrogation 
applied for amnesty in 1996, many 
Sou tii Africans hoped they would fi- 
nally hear a full explanation of how Mr. 
Biko, the founder of the Black Con- 
sciousness Movement, bad died. 

But few were satisfied with foe ver- 
sion of events the five police officers put 
forward during weeks of testimony to 
foe Ttafo Commission in 1997. 

Sidestepping the question of whether 
Mr. Niewhoudt, who is in jail for other 
crimes, is believable, foe commission's 
decision focuses on an issue that was 


blame fix Mr. Biko’s death or confessed 
to any criminal behavior. 

In theory, the verdict leaves Mr. Nie- 
whoudt vulnerable to criminal prosec- 
ution. But such a prosecution, seems un- 
likely. Legal experts say proving intentto 
kill for a mnrder charge would be ex- 
tremety difficult. And a lesser charge of 
m a n s l a ughte r would not be possible be- 
caase of a 20-year statute (nnitatirtmt 


Kazakhstan Votes 
For the Incumbent 

ALMATY, Kazakhstan — Pres- 
ident Nursultan Nazarbaev has 
easily won re-election following a 
race marred by allegations of unfair 
campaigning and ballot stuffing. 

Air. Nazarbayev, who led Kaza- 
khstan during the Soviet era. and 
became its president at independ- 
ence in 1991, received 81.7 percent 
of the vote in Sunday’s erection, 
according to preliminary results re- 
leased by the. Central Election 
Commission. 

Opposition leaders and foreign 
observers said Mr. Nazarbayev as- 
sured his own victory long before 
voting started when he baaed two 
leading ca nd idates, including the 
former prime minister, Akezhan 
Kazhegtidin, from entering foe race 
because they were arrested for at- 
tending an unauthorized meeting. 

Mr. Nazarbayev also pushed a 
motion through Parliament that 
scheduled elections almost two 
years earlier than envisioned by the 
country’s constitution. The move 
denied opponents enough time to - 
mount proper campaigns, observ- 
ers sahL (AP) 

Nigeria Center-Left 
Racks Up20States 

LAGOS — The center-left j 
Peoples Democratic Party _wou in 
Nigeria’s state elections, taking 20 
State governorships against nine for 
foe center-right All Peoples Party 
and six for the radical Alliance for 
Democracy, according to a com- 

Ihdeperalent National Electoral 

CoamrisstOn on Monday. . 


of Nigeria’s 36 states with million* 
of voters taming out to vote for 
governors and state assemblies. 

Voting in one state, Bayelsa, did 
not take place because of recent 
clashes between security agents 
and locals demanding a greater 
share of oil wealth. 

The Peoples Democratic Party is 
an allian ce of establishment fig- 
ures, many of whom opposed die 
late mili tary ruler. General Sani 
Abacha. (AFP) 


Continued from Page 1 

meat The European Union took the 
same step. 

At the same time, both the United 
States and foe EXJ gave many Cam- 
bodian goods low-tariff entry under 
their “generalized system of prefer- 
ences” for developing countries. 

Garment exports earned Cambodia 
nearly $300 million in foe first 10 
months of 1998, about one- third of its 
total export income. Some 70 percent of 
the apparel sales are to the United 
States, with the rest going to Europe. 

On Monday, in the latest of a senes of 
protests in foepast year, more than 1,000 
employees of a Malaysian-owned gar- 
ment factory in Phnom Penh went on 
strike to demand better overtime pay and 
working conditions, Renters reported. 

Workers at a PCCS Garments Ltd. 

S said their overtime wages had 
been cut to 50 cents an hour 
cents. 

“We’re not going bade to weak until 
we get a deal for proper overtime and 
working conditions,” said a 19-year-old 
employee, who complained that the fact- 
ory was too hot ana poorly ventilated. 

Paul Wong, the company’s admin- 
istration manager, called the workers’ 
demands “unreasonable” and denied 
there was anything wrong with con- 
ditions at tiie factory. 

But M r. Rainsy said that mandatory 
overtime in Cambodian garment factor- 


Around 85 percent of the population 
of 1 1.4 million lives in the countryside. 
Poverty, unemployment and underem- 
ployment are still widespread despite 
several billion dollars in international aid 
poured into Cambodia in recent years. 

The garment factories stand out in an 
economic landscape that was made 
bleaker by the onset of the financial 
crisis in foe region in July 1997 and a 
bout of bloody political feuding foal 
erupted in Phnom Penh at the same time. 


Political stability was restored only in 
November when a new coalition gov- 
ernment was formed. 


notice or compensation,” he said. “X 
hope the American inspectors will be 
shown the real situation. Human rights 
must start at the grassroots level, in foe 
village and working place.” 

• The Rree Trade Union of Workers of 

the Kingdom of Cambodia has called on 
the govennnent to enforce the country’s 
labor laws to ensure an improvement in 
factory conditions. 

Along with the AFL-CIO trade uni- 
on, it has urged the Office of foe U.S. 
Trade Representative to revoke Cam- 
bodia’s favorable trade states because 
of labor abuses and the government's 
failure to enforce labor laws. 

The Cambodian commerce minister 
Cham Prasidh, said the government was 

checking working conditions in foe gar- 
ment factories and said violators of ; 
labor laws could have their licenses 
canceled and visas revoked. 

But he warned that U.S. quotas could 

derail the Cambodian garment industry 
just as it was ready to take off. A further 

139 garment factories, which would 
provide 110,000 new jobs, were re- 


cently licensed. 
“If they imn 


and investment plummeted — except % 
the textile industry. 

Its prospects are now being hit not 
just by the threat of quotas but also by 
the rise of business costs that resulted 
from tire regional financial turmoil. 

Wages in manufacturing and for 
many other industrial costs in Cambodia 
are paid in U.S. dollars. 

And because the value of foe dollar 
has risen sharply against other East Asi- 
an currencies, this makes Cambodian 
goods expensive compared with those 
from Indonesia and Thailand, which are 
competing garment manufacturing cen- 

As a result, some Cambodian factories 
recently closed, and others have laid off 
staff, increasing workplace tensions. 

“This year, foe number of customers 
is down, and those who used to buy 
clothes from here axe going elsewhere,” 
said Roger Tan, secretary of the Gar- 
ment Manufacturers Association in 
Cambodia. J 
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“U they impose quotas on us, how 
can we attract new investors?” Mr 
Cham Prasidh asked. “We are a poor 
country that needs development.” 
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British Back Sinn Fein 
On IRA Disarmament 


% James F. Clarity 

' ^ fg>v fort Times Service 

■ — After a week of dis- 
ey ent5 that appear to threaten 

® f *e Northern Ireland 

■ Mowlain ’ British 
' N orther n Ireland secretaiv, proposed a 

«n? T ?I? I A Se iS tonday on ^ creSal is- 

•ELwr®* ^snrnwnient of the Irish 
. Republican Army. 

’ 1116 official in 

• Slht? «?• pravmce ' efireed, in effect, 

• ^. lth “® thsannament position held by 
: i Um £ ei ?’ * e Poetical wing of the IRA: 

■ to* language of the Belfast peace 
. agreement does not require the IRA to 
; disarm before May 2000. 

*k c added quickly that she hoped 
the IRA and Sinn Fein would make 

• some gesture toward disarmament that 
would. allay Protestant fears that the 
overwhelmingly Roman Catholic re- 
publican movement might resume the 
; sectarian war. 

The Belfast agreement, approved 
nine months ago, is to give minority 
Catholics in the North more political 
(power and to increase the influence of 
' the overwhelmingly Catholic Irish Re- 
public in the British province. 

Last month, in a historic act of co- 
operation, Protestant and Catholic lead- 
ers approved the establishment of ex- 
ecutive bodies to carry out the power- 
sharing. But the issue of IRA disarm- 
' ament has delayed the filling of the new 

• posts. 

Sinn Fein’s president, Gerry Adams, 

. says that his party merits the immediate 


appointment of two minisieis in die 
executive body of the new Northern 
Ireland Assembly, which is zo be given 
powers that have been held l^r the Brit- 
ish government in London since 1974. 
But the Protestant first miniKtw of die 
Assembly, David Trimble, insists that 
the IRA must begin disarming before 
Sinn Fein is allowed in the executive. 

On Sunday, after a week of troubling 
events related to the peace effort. Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of Britain accel- 
erated efforts to smooth over the dis- 
armament dispute and move toward 
London’s granting of home rule powers 
to the Assembly by the end of March. 

“I just hope,” he said in London, 
‘‘that there exists the initiati ve and vis- 
ion on all sides to bring it to fruition.” 

But there was no sign of this during 
the holidays. In its New Year’s message 
the IRA noted, ominously in the view of 
many , that the last time the peace effort 
was smiled — in its view, by the British 
government — the IRA ended a 17- 
month cease-fire in February 1966 and 
resumed its bombing campaign in Eng- 
land. The current IRA cease-fire has 
held for 17 months. 

■ Protestant leaders called this state- 
ment a threat Mainstream Catholics, 
who oppose violence, worried that the 
Protestants might be right 

Fears of new violence rose in the Irish 
Repu blic and the North when a group of 
heavily armed masked terrorists, be- 
lieved by the police to be IRA dis- 
sidents, tried to rob an armored car 
carrying the equivalent of $120,000 in 
the Dublin suburb of Dalkey. The rob- 






A photograph of a masked member of the IRA aiming a rifle adorns a 
month on the organization’s 1999 calendar. The image is regarded by 
Protestants as an indication of the IRA's reluctance to turn in its weapons. 

bexy failed when the getaway car you tell a big enough lie often enough, 
stalled. But the terrorists, believed to be then it will be believed.’ ” 
trying to finance new attacks, escaped. Mr. Adams replied: “Mr. Trimble is 
After the robbery attempt, ihe invect- deliberately seeking to delay the rel- 
ive sharpened between Protestant uni- plementation of the agreement. In d eed, 
onist leaders and Catholic republicans, there is an increasing number of re- 
Mr. Trimble suggested that Sinn Fein publicans and nationalists who are com- 
was using Nazi propaganda tactics to ing round to the view that be is seeking 
make its case. “It was Josef Goebbels,” the collapse of the agreement.’ ' 

Mr. Trimble said, “who once said, ‘If To many officials' and experts, Mr. 


Schroeder Calls for Calm in EU Scandal 


; By John Schmid 

, International Herald Tribune 

, ^ BONN — Chancellor Gerhard 
•Schroeder on Monday began working 
!on the challenges facing Germany in its 
| six-month European Union presidency 
■ by pushing for a calm resolution to the 
J furor in Brussels dial threatens to un- 
j demine the EU’s executive branch. 

Mr. Schroeder pleaded for a “stable 
|and functional" European Commission 
-to achieve by March what he called a 
! “very ambitious'' overhaul of the EU’s 
| complex system of finances. 

• He met Monday with the 20-member 
‘commission in Bonn just as the 
.European Parliament in Strasbourg 
•began debate on a censure motion that 
[could force all 20 commissioners to 
; resign over allegations of mismanage- 
•ment A vote is due Thursday. . 

; Even if the vote foils, as expected, die. 

.i : ' ' 

■J 


commission could become a weakened 
body, diplomats warn. 

“I plead not only to look backwards 
but also to look forwards, and that 
means getting agreement on the agenda 
and avoiding stuttering in Europe's en- 
gine,” Mr. Schroeder said. “Bringing 
Europe forward is more important than 
irritations that might be related to mu- 
tual misunderstandings.” 

Bonn has called a special EU summit 
meeting in March to negotiate a com- 
plete overhaul of the EU budget Mr. 
Schroeder promised in his campaign to 
cut its heavy payments to tire EU, and a 
potentially bitter conflict looms with 
Europe’s militant form lobbies over 
plans to reduce EU agriculture sub- 
sidies. Bonn pays more than 20 billion 
Deutsche marks ($11.82 billion) more 
into Brussels coffers than it receives, 
making it by far the largest net payer., . 
,.Mn5chroe^,direw his supporLbc 1 


hin d the creation of a special EU anti- 
corruption unit that would investigate 
the allegations, helping open the door to 
a solution to the censure motion. "The 
charges should be addressed,” Mr. 
Schroeder said. 

“We in the presidency need a stable 
and functional commission because of 
the solution for the difficult tasks that I 
sketched out, and we will do all we can 
to achieve that,** said Mr. Schroeder as 
he appeared with Jacques Santer, pres- 
ident of the commission. Mr. 
Schroeder’s comments give Mr. Santer 
a potentialtyjxwerful supporter at the 
start of a difficult week. 

The meeting on Monday began what 
will be a bout of furious diplomacy 
around Europe for Mr. Schroeder afid his 
cabinet If he succeeds with his agenda, 
be could step into the role of European 
power broker vacated by hUpredecessor 
as.qhana^or^jy^limit KohL ^'w- 

• •' 1 1- T n; 


The Kremlin Doctor and the Sick Toe 



By Daniel Williams 

Washington Post Service 

‘ , MOSCOW — With eyes that had seen 
it all before, the retired surgeon attent- 
ively scanned the televised face of Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin the other day. The 
puffiness. Probably due to circulation 
problems. The slow speech. Sedatives? 

.. “It’s hard to say without a full med- 
ical report" she said cautiously. 

* ’.We’re experienced at keeping leaders 
alive. Also at keeping secrets.’ 

, Praskovya Moshemseva worked at the 
Central Kremlin Hospital, which for dec- 
ades provided care for the Soviet elite. At 
SS, she is a strongbox of strange and 
Sbrmeriy hidden tales. She once operated 
Si the foot of a patient whose body was 
otherwise hidden by heavy curtains. As 
she worked on an abscess of the big toe, 
she asked if it hurt An anonymous at- 
iendant pushed her in the back to com- 
mand silence. The patient moaned. 

Only two and a half years later was 
Dr. Moshentseva told that the toe bc- 

^"^jAeseSecy surrounding the health 
' of Russia’s current failing leader isno 
surprise to her. During one recent bout 
pf illness , presidential spokesmen an 
pounced in rapid succession flat Mr. 
Yeltsin suffered from a cold, bronchim, 
pneumonia, exhaustion and nothing at 
aU. In 1996. when Mr. Y 
series of cardiac crises, doctors irnt out 
deceptive statements about bis beahhto 

keep his re-election campai^ on 

“When I worked at the hospital. « 
was expected thal we wouldn t look into 
the patient there was 
•’ oh** caid “It was dangerous to 

*S-6S»«£!2S5 

asggisMKfi 

“A lot of ttustax doctors E® v ® 

when she l° t The Com- 

home w had fallen from 

uni st general se^taiy__ “jje was 

* nee , 1 vise?”!* 6 “*■ 

fun Of ITiten she met him 
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Praskovya Moshen tseva, 85, reminiscing about her years as doctor to 
the Soviet potentates: “We’re experienced at keeping leaders alive. 


looked like a hurt child.” He received 
mysterious injections. “Indeed, there 
was a special nurse attached to him who 
made special injections. I ask myself the 
question, ‘If a nurse was giving him 
something wrong, why did nobody in- 
terfere?’” . 

Yuri Andropov, who ruled the Soviet 
Union briefly in the early 1980s, 
suffered from ailing kidneys secretly for 
almost a decade before his death in 
1 984. * “They gave him periodic dialysis 
treatments — once a week sometimes,” 

She met Mt Brezhnev in 
the 1960s when she was 
called to his country 
home to treat a hand cut. 
Xhe Communist general 
secretary had fallen from 
a tree while hunting 
moose. 

Dr. Moshentseva recalled. “They didn’t 
dare transplant; they couldn’J guarantee 
success. It wasn’t the kidneys thal fi- 
nally got him, exactly- He went to the 
south, bathed in the sea, the water was 
cold he got sick. This time, they failed 
to save him.” 

She is ambivalent about t he ext reme 
lengths to which Moscow doctors have 
none to keep ailing leaden not merely 
Hive but in office. "It is a political 
auestioit The leaders have strong wills rt 
is hard to get them to let go, she said 
“On the other hand our countxy is 
large and complicated What Russia 
truly needs is healthy leadership.” 
Singers, rocket scientists, spies — 


Dr. Moshentseva treated them all until 
she retired in 1 98 1. Nikita Khrushchev, 
hospitalized with heart problems, once 
told her thal everything in Pravda, the 
official Communist Party newspaper, 
was rubbish. 

Yet, if you ask for her strongest career 
memory, she does not mention the all- 
star lineup of patients. Rather, she tells 
of an odd night in Moscow when a 
violent storm knocked a tree onto a 
woman who was then brought to the 
hospital. “She had a fractured skulL 
The guards wanted to call an ambu- 
lance, but 1 said she was too hurt. She 
needed help immediately. It was against 
the rules. I expected to be fired but I did 
It anyway. 

“The old woman recovered con- 
sciousness and asked where she was. I 
told her the Kremlin Hospital and she 
screamed with horror. ‘I've come to the 
Devil’s lair! The Devil!* It turned out, 
she was a non earlier in her life. When 
she recuperated I offered her a cer- 
tificate to explain her condition. She 
ripped it up. ‘It's a note from the An- 
tichrist,* she said Still, she kissed my 
feet when she left. 

“When I was a young woman, before 
I was admitted to medical school, times 
were difficult in Russia. I needed a place 

to stay. An old woman took me in. 1 was 
an orphan; my mother had given me up. 
Like 1 said times were hard and lots of 
parents could not feed their children. 
When I was released from the orphan- 
age, I had no place to go.” 

Dr. Moshentseva began to cry. “The 
old woman rescued me from hunger. 
She worked making tapestries, and I 
played my guitar for her. I learned she 
was a nun. So you see, there were two 
nuns in my life. One saved me, and I 
saved one.” 


Adams seemed to be echoing the implied 
threat of the IRA to end its cease-fire. 

Ms. Mowlam was asked at a news 
conference on Monday in Lurgan, west 
of Belfast, whether she thought the Bel- 
fast Agreement required the IRA to dis- 
arm before May 2000. 

“In terms of the words,” she said of 
the language of the agreement, “there 
are no preconditions” to Sinn Fein’s 
obtaining seats now on die new ex- 
ecutive. 

“But in terms of the spirit,” she 
added, it was necessary “to build con- 
fidence" in “all dimensions.” That was 
widely understood as Ulsterspeak, the 
euphemistic political language of the 
province, to stand for SKA disarma- 
ment. 

“That means decommissioning,” 
she said. “That means formation of the 
executive. That means that all of us have 
got to take another step forward. The 
finishing line is near.” 

She added that she would discuss die 
impass with Northern Ireland’s political 
leaders this week. 


Kosovo Rebels 
Plan to Free 
Some Captives 

Roam 

GENEVA— The Kosovo Liberation 
Army said Monday it was planning to 
free some of die eight Yugoslav army 
soldiers captured in the Serbian 
province last week. 

“It is unlikely that we will free all of 
them, ’ ' Bardhyl Mahmut i. political rep- 
resentative in Europe for the ethnic Al- 
banian separatist group, said in a news 
conference here. “Some, a minimal 
number, will be freed.” 

In return, he said, the Kosovo Lib- 
eration Army expects the Serbian au- 
thorities to release some of die 2,100 
Albanians they arc known to hold 
Representatives of Kosovo Serbs 
said Monday that a stale of emergency 
should be declared in the province and 
that monitors from the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
should be given 24 hours to leave before 
a major crackdown on the rebels. 

The head of the Yugoslav Army, 
General Dragoljub Ojdanic, arrived 
Monday in the regional capital, Pristina, 
the army said, adding that forces had 
been put on high alert. 

The capture of the eight soldiers Fri- 
day near Stari Tig, a raining town 40 
kilometers (25 miles) northwest of 
Pristina, has sparked a crisis in and 
around the province, where internation- 
al representatives are seeking talks 
aimed at a political settlement. 

Mr. Mahm uti said the eight were not 
hostages as described by the OSCE. 
“This is a conflict between rwo armies. 
They are prisoners of war.” he said. 
“We could have shot them, but thai is 
not what we want.” 

He said the guerrillas’ main aim was 
not an exchange of prisoners but to get 
the Serbs “to stop their policy of whole- 
sale detention of Albanians" and then 
start talks on a settlement 
Serbian forces “are arresting Albani- 
ans at the rate of 400 a month,” he said. 
“We want to have a roundtable, but we 
can’t go to that while this policy of 
wholesale arrests continues.” 

■ Milosevic Decries ‘Terrorism’ 

President Slobodan Milosevic of 
Yugoslavia said Monday his govern- 
ment would “not tolerate terrorist activ- 
ities” by Albanian separatists. Agence 
France-Presse reported from Belgrade. 

Mr. Milosevic told the OSCE chair- 
man, Foreign Minister Knut Vollebaek 
of Norway, that if "world powers still 
cannot understand that this is terrorism, 
it is clear that we are faced wife open 
support for the criminal acts against 
citizens and the stale,” the official Tan- 
jug news agency said. 


Cyprus Mediator 
Resumes Shuttle 

NICOSIA — The United Nations 
permanent representative on 
Cyprus, Dome Ann Hercus, had her 
first meeting Monday wife President 
Glavkos Klerides since Cyprus de- 
cided against the deployment of 
Russian missiles on the island. 

After fee meeting, Dame Ann 
made a br. statement to the press, 
confirming that “shuttle talks have 
recommenced.” 

She said she would meet the 
Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Den- 
ktash, later in the week, and have 
another meeting with Mr. Klerides 
next week. Dame Ann started her 
shuttle mission in October in a bid 
to reduce tension on the island and 
promote a settlement. I AFP) 

Munich Prosecutor 
Acts in Le Pen Case 

MUNICH — The Munich pro- 
secutor's office has issued a sum- 
mons to question Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, the French extreme- right lead- 
er, in France on allegations of in- 
citing haired, it said Monday. 

The announcement concerning 
Mr. Le Pen, leader of the National 
Front, was made by Manfred Wick, 
iheprosecutor. 

Tne investigation centers on re- 
marks made by Mr. Le Pen min- 
imizing the Nazi gas chambers as 
“a detail” of World War II history’. 
Mr. Le Pen is liable for prosecution 
since the European Parliament 
stripped him of his parliamentary 
immunity Oct. 6 following his 
statement in Munich on Dec. 5, 
1997. that the Nazi death camps 
were a detail of history. t AFP) 

Russian £7.5. Envoy 
To Take Up UN Job 

UNITED NATIONS. New York 
— Russia's ambassador to Wash- 
ington, Yuli Vorontsov, is to take up 
a united Nations post with respons- 
ibility for conflict resolution after his 
retirement at the end of this month, a 
UN spokesman said Monday. 

The spokesman confirmed that 
Mr. Vorontsov, who previously 
served as chief delegate to the UN 
for his country, would have the rank 
of UN undersecretary-general and 
would be employed on a "dollar-a- 
year" basis as needed. (AFP ) 
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America’s Role in Iraq 


SributtC Dissatisfaction With Government Is an Early Whirling 

THE WASHINGTON POST ‘ v 


From die information so far dis- 
closed about U.S. intelligence activ- 
ities in Iraq, it does not appear that 
Washington acted improperly or mis- 
used the United Nations. But it is clear 
that die international effort to monitor 
Iraq's development of unconventional 
weapons will not resume in the form 
used over the last seven years. 

That obliges the United Stales and 
its allies to develop new methods to 
prevent Saddam Hussein from stock- 
piling chemical and biological agents. 

U.S. spying in Iraq supported and 
was coordinated with the UN weapons 
inspection program, which began after 
the Gulf war in 1991. It was designed 
to locate sites where toxic weapons 
were being developed or stored, and to 
identify buildings that boused records 
about such arms. 

To overcome elaborate Iraqi con- 
cealment schemes, UN inspectors 
needed U.S. assistance, including 
sophisticated eavesdropping devices 
that could intercept the radio and tele- 
phone co mm uni cations of Baghdad's 
security services. U.S. officials say the 
effort was approved by top UN in- 
spectors and that the intelligence data 
was shared with them. Thai is a critical 
issue, for an effort to deceive the UN or 
to conduct independent U.S. espionage 
operations under UN cover would have 
abused Washington’s relationship 
with the organization. 

The most sensitive U.S. operation 


began last March, when an American 
spy serving as a UN inspector traveled 
to Baghdad to install especially ad- 
vanced listening equipment. If this op- 
eration was authorized by the UN 
mam, and employed fra 1 its benefit, as 
U.S. officials say it was, the effort was 
a perfectly reasonable response to Ir- 
aq's attempts to thwart the inspectors. 

With the encouragement of Iraq and 
its friends, the Security Council is now 
arguing over the U.S. role rather than 
d ea lin g with the urgent issue of how to 
prevent Saddam from rearming. 
Richard Butler, who has done a com- 
mendable job as the chief UN inspect- 
or, should not be sacrificed nor should 
his » Mfn be dismantled. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan must resist the 
notion that Washington and Mr. Butler 
somehow conspired to wrong Iraq. 

rywning up with new ways to deal 
with Iraq will not be easy, but several 
principles are paramount. Baghdad 
must not be allowed to build a new 
arsenal of unconventional weapons or 
threaten neighbors with them. Lifting 
the oil embargo, a move favored by 
Russia and France, would be a grave 
mistak e, giving Saddam an unlimited 
revenue stream that he would un- 
doubtedly use for military purposes. 
The United States and Britain, 
however little support they receive on 
the Security Council, must not waver 
in their c ommi tment to restrain Iraq. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Spending the U.S. Surplus 


Maybe money can buy the bipar- 
tisanship that has been so sorely miss- 
ing from nati onal politics. A number of 
suggestions have been made in recent 
days abont ways to tap the budget 
surplus that might satisfy the agendas 
of both parties. The ideas are all still 
vague — not so much a slicing of the 
pie as the mention of some possible 
slices. Some are familiar and, in our 
view, improvident, but not all are 
bad. 

One trial balloon involves Social 
Security. The president would very 
much like the record of his years in 
office to include a deal that would put 
the giant program on a sound finan cial 
footing. Aides doubt a deal can be 
struck with Republicans that does not 
include some form of partial ‘ ‘privat- 
ization” or reliance on individual in- 
vestment accounts for a share of re- 
tirement income. But there is equal 
pressure from many Democrats, or- 
ganized labor and much of the elder 
lobby not to setup such accounts at the 
core retirement program’s expense. 

- : As a possible compromise,- - White 
House officials have begun to explore 
using part of the surplus to set up 
retirement accounts that officially 
would be separate from Social Secur- 
ity. The accounts, to which individuals 
might be free to add, would provide an 
additional tier of retirement income. 
The diversion to die accounts of wbat 
otherwise would become government 
funds could be phrased as a tax cut, 
thereby helping to meet another Re- 
publican goal. The accounts could be 
set up in such a way as to help the 
neediest most, which would be good 
policy and help attract support from 
Democrats as well 

Social Security would then be put on 
a firmer financial footing through a 
combination of conventional means — 
imposing benefit cuts and finding ad- 
ditional sources of revenue. Benefits 
would be lower at the end of the pro- 
cess, but die structure of the program 
— the promise and obligation of the 
government to provide a basic benefit 
in the event of retirement, disability or 
other threats to earnings — would re- 
main. The effect of the benefit cut also 
would be less by virtue of the in- 
dividual accounts, separate though 
they would in theory be. Nor might all 
the surplus be consumed this way; 
there would be funds left over for other 
public purposes. Not bad, either struc- 
turally or politically, if they can make 
the math work; we’ll see. 

A couple of congressional balloons 
were also floated in the last few days. 
The new House speaker, Dennis 
Hasten, held out an olive branch to 
Democrats. As part of the Democratic 
response in kina, the minority whip, 
David Bonior, said compromise ought 
to be possible on a number of issues, 
thanks in part to the surplus. He ima- 
gined a tax cut bill that would include a 
reduction in the so-called marriage 
penalty, a Republican goal, together 
with the president’s proposed sub- 


sidies for child care and nursing care 
for the elderly and disabled 

In the Senate, meanwhile, Pete 
Domezuci, the chairman of the Budget 
Committee, suggested a possible blend 
of the president’s determination to use 
the surplus to "save Social Security 
first" and die Republican desire for a 
tax cut There would be a tax cut only 
when and to the extent that the non- 
Sodal Security pan of the budget be- 
gins to generate a surplus; currently it 
remains in deficit 

Our own sense continues to be that 
the whole idea of a surplus is an il- 
lusion. It exists for the short term only. 
The long-term costs the government 
faces far exceed its prospective rev- 
enues. We mean not just die costs of 
providing for the baby boomers in re- 
tirement but also the parallel costs of 
maintaining an adequate defense, 
providing for die poor, maintaining the 
transportation system and performing 
die multiple other tasks that, by any 
definition, a government must. A tax 
cut in such circumstances, in our view, 
is-folly unless it-is- tied to the achieve- 
ment of one of these purposes, as per- 
haps in die creation of retirement 
funds. 

The likely politics of the next two 
years are such that it is hard to believe 
the surplus will endure even on paper. 
We would guess that both parties are 
bent on somehow consuming it 
Simply paying down the debt against 
the likelihood that it will need to be 
increased again in the future is too dull. 
The question will be whether they use 
it wisely. To do it right they are going 
to have to elevate their gaze beyond the 
next election. 

—THE WASHINGTON POST. 

Other Comment 

Fraud at the EU 

That there is a systematic fraud in 
Brussels will not have come as a sur- 
prise to many. But the EU’s response to 
the latest discosures has astounded even 
its fiercest opponents. The commission 
has shown itself to be tolerant of cor- 
ruption. but intolerant of criticism. It 
now frills to the European Parliament to 
determine whether the EU, as a whole, 
can retain any integrity. 

The scandal focuses on the revel- 
ation of malpractice in a series of pro- 
jects, including training, tourism, hu- 
manitarian aid and the “Med” 
program, which channels funds to 
southern Europe. Officials have em- 
bezzled money, falsified accounts and 
dispensed grants in return for bribes. 
Not only has the co mmiss ion turned a 
blind eye, but there is evidence that it 
has deliberately frustrated police in- 
vestigations. 

On Thursday, MEPs will vote on 
whether to dismiss the commission. 
What is left of the EU’s reputation now 
bangs on their vote. 

The Daily Telegraph (London). 
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S INGAPORE — Confidence in gov- 
ernment began to decline in the 
United States long before the current 
impeachment of President Bill Clinton. 
In 1964, three-quarters of the Amer- 
ican public said that they trusted the 
federal government to do the right 
thing most of the time. In recent years, 
depending on the poll, only a quarter to 
a third do so. 

The numbers are only slightly better 
for state and local government. And 
government is not alone. Over the past 
three decades, public confidence has 
fallen by more than half for many ma- 
jor institutions: 61 percent to 30 per- 
cent for universities; 55 percent to 21 
percent for major companies; 73 per- 
cent to 29 percent for medicine; ana 29 
percent to 14 percent for journalism. 

Whatever the symptoms, one would 
not worry about causes if the con- 
sequences did not matter. The United 
States has always had a mistrust of 
government. Part of the current prob- 
lem may be that American expectations 
of government became too high after 
World War IL 

Moreover, at the underlying con- 
stitutional level, the public opinion 
polls are still positive. If you ask Amer- 
icans what is the best place in the world 
to live, SO percent say the United 


By Joseph S. Nye Jr. 


Stales. If you ask them whether they 
like their democratic system of gov- 
ernment, 90 percent approve. 

If one looks at tie Eurobarometer 
polls in Europe, even in those countries 
where there is a decline in confidence in 
government, 90 percent are “satisfied 
with a democratic form of govern- 
ment” We are not experiencing the 
alleged “crisis of democracy” popular- 
ized in the 1970s. At the constitutional 
regime level, the current situation is not 
like France in 1968 — much less 1789! 
Most people do not feel that the syaem 
is rotten and has to be overthrown. 

Nonetheless, there remains a case 
for concern, and not just in the United 
States. First, in a ono-superpow er 
world, major changes in the United 
States are of direct interest to other 
countries. Second, the changes in the 
United States may be harbingers for 
other countries. At this stage, we can- 
not be sure. The evidence is spotty and 
anecdotal- 

polls in different countries often ask 
somewhat different questions. In a pair 
of polls taken in 11 European countries 
in 1981 and in 1990, confidence in 
government institutions declined in six 


(Norway. Sweden, Belgium, France thing "jgj taSkof L ”3e-mS- 

tJTSiEr in which con- 


(Germany. Iceland, Britain, the Neth- 
erlands); and rose in Denmark. Polls in 
Canada show a decline similar to that in 
the United States. In Japan, polls show 
a low regard for politicians throughout 
tire postwar period. More recently, 
there has been a decline in confidence 
in the Japanese bureaucracy as well. 

A survey of 43 countries in 198 1 and 
1990 found that people ia low income 
societies accept governmental author- 
ity more readily than do citizens of 
wealthier societies. So understanding 
the causes of the decline of American 
confidence in government is important 
beyond die nation ’s borders and should 
stimulate more comparative investig- 
ation in other countries. 

Ironically, at a time when, the United 
States and the West are celebrating 
victory in the Cold War, confidence in 
many Western governments seems to 
be declining. 

There are differences of degree 
between loss of confidence, dissat- 
isfaction, cynicism, and hatred. Bur 
what is the connection between them? 
Does low confidence tend to become 
cumulative? If politicians and the 
press repeat as conventional wis- 
dom that government cannot do any- 


keling campaigns in wmeo iim- 
sumere are urged not to buy certain 
products. Since President Jimmy 
Carter's campaign of 1976. American 
presidential candidates have tended to 
•‘run against Washington. Now most 
politicians do. 

Studies show that over the past innx 
decades, the media and films have ten- 
ded to portray politics and government 
with a much more negative slam. This 
might not matter if the only casualty 
were the vanity or politicians. But over 
long periods, devaluation of govern- 
ment and politics could affect the 
strength of democratic institutions. 

Social scientists do not fully un- 
derstand the relationship between sat- 
isfaction with day to day government 
and support for democracy. Yet one 
thing is clear: the future of democratic 
governance and its ability to resporal to 
an information age matter very much. 

The writer is dean if the John F. 
Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard University. This comment was 
adapted by the International Herald 
Tribune fmm a lecture he gave in 
Singapore on Saturday organized by 
the Civil Senicc College. 


In Today’s Iran, Writing Is a Dangerous Occupation 


C AMBRIDGE, Massachu- 
setts — Last month, two 
I ranian writers — Mohammed 
Mokhtari, a poet and literary 
critic, and Mohammed Jafar 
Pouyandeh, an essayist and trans- 
lator — were murdered. Iran’s 
official news agency published a 
statement from the Information 
Ministry last week saying the 
killers were “irresponsible col- 
leagues of this ministry.” 

Mr. Mokhtari and Mr. 
Pouyandeh were among a group 
of seven writers summoned last 
October to appear before a “re- 
volutionary court,” which ord- 
ered them to cease their efforts to 
form an independent writers’ as- 
sociation because it constituted a 
threat do national security. 

Their murders came two 
weeks after two apposition 
politicians, Dariush Foruhar 
and his wife, Parvaneh Eskan- 


By K. Anthony Appiah 


dari, along with Majid Sharif, a 
translator and journalist, were 
killed. The Information Min- 
istry has also admitted involve- 
ment in their deaths. 

Before these terrible crimes, 
there were signs that Iran might 
be restructuring: Mohammed 
Khatami, a moderate cleric who 
bad once resigned from a gov- 
ernment post to protest cen- 
sorship, was elected president in 
1 997 with 70 percent of the vote. 
After tiie election, independent 
newspapers sprouted up; Faraj 
Sarkuhi, a journalist was re- 
leased from prison; Mr. Khatami 
vowed not to carry oat die death 
sentence against Salman Rush- 
die, and groups of athletes, tour- 
ists and academics began trav- 
eling to and from Iran. 

Why, then, have writers be- 


come targets? The trouble be- 
gins with the balance of power 
within Iran's government Con- 
servative clerics, led by Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei, who ranks 
above the elected president in 
the theocratic republic and con- 
trols the judiciary, aimed forces 
and Information Ministry, have 
the power and the will to resist 
Mr. Khatami’s modest attempts 
at liberalization. And, with a 
growing secular movement in 
Iran, they have become increas- 
ingly nervous that their grasp cm 
power might soon slip away. 

Next mouth, city and pro- 
vincial elections mandated by 
die Iranian Constitution 20 years 
ago will be held for the first time, 
and moderates are expected to 
prevail. February also marks the 
20th anniversary of the revolu- 


tion that overthrew the shah, 
leading many I ranians to ques- 
tion the direction it has taken. 
These murders can be seen as the 
hard-liners’ latest challenge to 
Mr. Khatami's authority. 

Mr. Mokhtari and Mr. 
Pouyandeh. secular writers with 
no government or religious tics, 
made attractive targets. They 
first came under scrutiny in Oc- 
tober 1994, when they signed the 
Declaration of 134. which an- 
nounced plans far a new in- 
dependent writers* association. 
Four of the signers have since 
died in mysterious circum- 
stances, and many more have 
been harassed and interrogated. 

In the past, Iran’s security 
police were content to arrest 
their targets, torture them and 
extract false confessions. Bnt as 
control over prisons has shifted 
toward Mr. Khatami, it seems 


extremists are resorting to as- 
sassination. 

Most Iranians yearn for basic 
freedoms, and Mr. Mokhtari and 
Mr. Pouyandeh have become 
martyrs to this simple but his- 
toric desire. We must not forget 
them. Nor should wc forget the 
surviving signatories to the De- 
claration of 134. 

Writers have only one 
weapon in the struggle to de- 
fend the right to free speech: 
more words. That truth was 
brought home poignantly whq# 
Mr. Mokhtari ’s widow placed? 
pen in his coffin. 

77u* writer, chairman of PEN 
American Center's Frcedom-to- 
Write Committee, is a pmfessor 
of Afro-American studies and 
philosophy at Harvard Uni- 
versity. He contributed this com- 
ment to The New York Times. 


The U.S. Has Many Policies on Iraq, but None Is Working 


W ASHINGTON — Some 
accuse the Clinton ad- 
ministration of lacking a policy 
toward Iraq. This is unfair. It 
has many. 

There is the policy of over- 
throwing Saddam Hussein, as 
embodied in the Iraq Liberation 
Act that authorized $97 million 
to train and equip Iraqi oppos- 
ition groups. President Bill 
Clinton signed that bill into law 
in October, and in November he 
promised to “intensify" U.S. 
cooperation with anti-Saddam 
organizations. 

There is the policy explicated 
by Mr. Clinton's commander in 
chief of the Gulf forces. General 
Anthony Zinni, who said last 
week dial his primary mission 
was to provide stability. “I 
would not be in favor of any- 
thing that destabilizes the situ- 
ation in the region,” he said. 
How that squares with foment- 
ing a coup is not clear. 

There is the policy of dis- 
arming Iraq. It was because 


By Fred Hiatt 


Saddam kicked out United Na- 
tions weapons inspectors that 
Mr. Clinton finally authorized a 
three-day bombing campaign 
last month. 

The inspectors are still shut 
out. The bombing damaged Ir- 
aq’s missiles but probably not 
the biological weapons they 
would cany. Knowledgeable ex- 
perts say Iraq would need only 
about six unmorntored months co 
cook up such weapons. Five 
have elapsed since UN inspect- 
ors got the boot. 

Maintaining an international 
consensus on Iraq was a policy 
the U.S. administration put 
much stock in. Beginning in 
November 1997, it cited this 
goal every time it retreated from 
a confrontation with Saddam. 

When U.S. planes finally 
went into action, only the Brit- 
ish flew alongside. Russia and 
China bailed out long ago. 
Prime Minister Lionel Jospin of 


France last week criticized 
America's “unilateral” beha- 
vior — though, as Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright poin- 
ted out, none of these critics had 
proposed a better alternative for 
disarming Saddam. Far from 
leading a consensus, the United 
States now may have to wield 
its veto against a consensus 
building on the other side. 

And then there’s “contain- 
ment.” Under this policy, the 
United States enforces its no-fly 
zones, maintains economic 
sanctions and stands ready to 
bomb ag ain anytime Saddam 
tries to rebuild his biological, 
chemical or nuclear weapons 
capabilities. 

The administration believes 
this policy is working wed. 
“We fed pretty comfortable 
about where we are,” a State 
Department spokesman, James' 
Foley, said last week. 

Saddam is “an increasingly 


This Impeachment Fails Test of 1868 


C HEVY CHASE, Mary- 
land — In the past few 
months, Bill Clinton has often 
been compared to Andrew 
Johnson, who came within 
one vote of being impeached 
by the Senate. By that meas- 
ure, can Representative Hoary 
Hyde, the chief prosecutor in 
the Senate trial, be compared 
to Thaddeus Stevens, who as 
leader of the Radical Repub- 
licans pushed the hardest for 
the impeachment of President 
Johnson? 

So far, if Mr. Hyde aspires 
to the stature of Stevens, he 
las foiled miserably at the 
task. Stevens was a champion 
of abolition and an advocate 
for black suffrage. He saw An- 
drew Johnson, whose priority 
was the speedy restoration of 
the Confederate states with 
the Union, as the undoer of 
Reconstruction principles. 

Officially, Johnson was be- 
ing impeached for violating 
the Tenure of Office Act in 
firing the Secretary of War 
and for denouncing Congress 
as unfit to legislate. But those 
reasons masked the issues that 
were more important to the 
Radical Republicans. Johnson 
had vetoed 20 Reconstruction 
bills, and he had urged South- 
ern legislatures to reject die 
14th Amendment, which 



the laws. 

Stevens, who was near 
death when he brought the im- 
peachment articles to the Sen- 
ate, had no reason to temper 
his rhetoric. He called John- 


By James Reston Jr. 


son “the nightmare that 
crouched on the heaving 
breast of the nation” and “a 
doable skinned rhinoceros.” 
As the leader of today’s im- 
peachment radicals, Mr. Hyde 
needs to be as forthcoming as 
Stevens was about his person- 
al reasons for pushing to im- 

r :h. Historians and the pob- 
in general will want to 
know why Mr. Hyde has 
fought so hand to flout the 
beliefs of most Americans. 

Mr. Hyde's rhetoric needs 
more of Stevens’s passion. 
(Mr. Hyde’s banal phrase, that 
Congress needed to pursue 
impeachment to “catch the 
falling flag,” will not do.) 
Stevens openly acknow- 
ledged the political motives 
behind the impeachment 
drive. 

If Congress didn’t impeach 
Johnson, Stevens said to an 
interviewer during the pro- 
ceedings, “we are damned to 
all eternity.” 

“There is a moral necessity 
for it, for which I care 
something, and there is a party 
necessity for it, for which I 
care more,” Stevens said. “In 
fact, the party necessity is the 
moral necessity.” 

Like Mr. Hyde , Stevens had 
his passionate detractors. To 
many, Johnson was trying to 
fulfill Lincoln’s ideals and 
bind the nation’s wounds 
while reining in the excesses 
of many Reconstruction bills. 


But harsh words from John- 
son’s supporters did not deter 
Stevens any more than recent ■ 
polls and angry Democrats 
have deterred Mr. Hyde. 
When Stevens rose to present 
the last article of impeach- 
ment to the full House, his 
voice was sickly. 

“ Unfortunate man!” he 
railed at Johnson, “thus sur- 
rounded, hampered, tangled in 
the meshes ofhis own wicked- 
ness — unfortunate, unhappy 
man, behold your doom.” Bor 
Johnson escaped the doom 
that Stevens had prescribed 
for him. (Two months after the 
foiled Senate impeachment 
vote, Stevens was dead.) 

Unlike today’s congress- 
men, who are sensitive about ■ 
charges of vengeance and out- 
raged (hat history may judge 
them poorly, Stevens accep- 
ted and even welcomed that 
possibility. History holds 
Stevens responsible for the 
pathology of hatred feat 
hovered over the 1868 im- 
peachment. 

History will judge modem 
Radicals just as sternly. The 

r ciples at-stake today pale 
comparison to those in 
1868. Neither grand history 
nor profiles in courage nor 
great biography will emerge 
from diis spectacle. 

The writer is the author, 
most recently, of " The Last 
Apocalypse: Europe at. the 
Year 1000 AD." He contrib- 
uted this comment to The New 
York. Times. 


desperate man,” Mr. Foley ad- 
ded, General Zinni cited “sig- 
nificant internal problems in Ir- 
aq” and “fairly desperate at- 
tempts to try to regain some of 
that position he held before, or 
thought he held before.” 

Signs of that desperation, ac- 
cording to U.S. officials, are 
Iraq’s efforts to shoot down 
U.S. jets in the no-fly zone, Sad- 
dam’s taunting of fellow Arab 
leaders, a reshuffle of his top 
command and reports that he 
has executed many internal en- 
emies in recent days. 

U.S. officials may know 
more, and may be doing more, 
than they can say. But if Sad- 
dam is not teetering, if admin- 
istration analyses coatain some 
dement of wishful thinking, the 
question becomes how long a 
strategy of “containment” can 
be sustained. 

It is true that the United 
States can veto indefinitely any 
effort by the UN Security Coun- 
cil to lift: economic sanctions. 
But it cannot force the rest of the 
world to abide by them if most 
nations come to see them as 
outdated and unfair. 

Similarly, U.S. intelligence 
can monitor broad develop- 
ments in Saddam's weapons 
program — the rebuilding of a 
missile repair facility, say. It 
may, with some delay and Luck, 
track the import of suspicious 
materials. But UN inspectors in 
Iraq could not find all of Sad- 
dam’s poison weapons; at a dis- 
tance, U.S. intelligence will not, 
either. 

This unstable status quo is at 
the root of the continuing con- 
flict between the administration 
and the UN secretary-general, 
Kofi Annan, or at least some of 


his advisers. Efforts by some in 
his entourage to torpedo the UN 
inspectorate, or Unseam, with 
malicious leaks are shameful. 
But Mr. Annan's efforts tq/i 
come up with a new policy** 
framework — an “Unscom-2” 
— are understandable. This is 
not “Unscom Lite,” its advoc- 
ates insist, but rather some kind 
of grand bargain that would 
promise Iraq a real chance at 
economic recovery in exchange 
for real weapons monitoring. 

Unfortunately, that was 
pretty much tile grand bargain 
envisaged by Unscom- 1; Sad- 
dam could easily have had sanc- 
tions lifted had he cooperated 
with UN inspectors. He showed 
instead that he would keep Ins 
weapons of mass destruction at 
any cost. So it is hard to imagine 
Unscom-2 not ending up as a 
pretense — a willingness to 
sign off on incomplete disarm- 
ament 

The truth is that there are no 
good options on Iraq. As long aj£ 
Sadd am rules, total disarmafr 
ment will not happen. One re- 
sponse Ls to show some “real- 
rsm” — let him keep some 
weapons, and move on. Anoth- 
er is to engineer his overthrow, 
but few of the hawks in Con- 
gress who back that solution 
rhetorically also back the use of 
force it most likely would re- 
quire. 

That leaves the administra- 
tion somewhere in between, 
still test-marketing a range of 
sometimes contradictory pol- 
icies. claiming more success 
than seems warranted and 
clinging for now to a contain- 
ment thai may or may not 
hold. 

The Washington Pott. 
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1899: New Cab 

PARIS — The first “land- 
aulets’ ’ of the Compagnie Gen- 
erate des Vortures were placed 
on the Paris boulevards for hire 
yesterday [Jan. 11]. They are a 
sort of semi-landau, with a hood 
of black leather, completely 
closed, giving the appearance of 

a coupd, and in profile that of a 

heavy victoria. A reporter en- 
deavored to hati one, but all he 
got from the driver was a smile 
of contempt, like that ofa cab- 
man going off duty. The car- 
riage has changed, but the man 
■is the same in another garb. 

1924: Fascist lion 


Place him in the cage which is 
now free, I believe, and where 
once the puma delighted the 
hearts of soldiers and servant 
girls.” 

1949: Baby Parson 

LOS ANGELES — The 
world s youngest marrying par- 
son, four-year-old Marioe Gort- 
ner, returned to his red fire en- 
gine and drums after preaching 
to ius first big-city revival meet- 
m the ftulharmonic Aud- 
itonum. A crowd of 3,000 paid 
attention as the curly-haired 
1*7 evangelist exhorted them to 
get religion. It was Manoe’s 
“2 appearance since he mar- 


ROME— A bon cub presented £ g c -? u £ Ie al Lon E 

recently to Signor Mussolini hS? Ja 7 uaiy 2 - Dressed in a 

has been sent to Milan, fo the SS M lv . el suit “d while 

letter which accomp anies it to swung into ser- 

the Mayor of Milan the Premier en . tenainin g die gath- Jt 

says: — “l am sending you a a and? 

young Iron. He is a Fascist and! SEE 8 L BetWr Get Ready,”* 
consec n ie ntIy, indomitable! Gortn ^ music ty Marjoe 


sypjii 
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^nerica’s Loyalty Blotter 
Marches On to His Shame 

By William Safire 

makes WebsterHnttbeO 

SEhaSSS? ^ssswsa 

“fflttaSSJS tat still toannnrfly da- 

Ycj not one of the aTrW^ 8 re uicmbexing dirty ffealingq rhat 

iSSa -sm^SL, 
HWSKSs £££*£? 


^ unease 

prrarare of tbe threat of jaiL to 
testily against him 
• Ttoough all the revelations of 

deceit, flic nrifa 


*'KalSa?5 

march es lockstep down the line to 
him And tbe public, in 
opmjon polls and at the polling 
booth, stands by him more 
st“m<*Iy with each step toward 
histone shame. That is loyalty 
across the board, the Uk4 of 
winch America has never 
nbelbre. What’s behind it? 

Becanse his personal approval 
rating is far below his job ap~ 

nvmnl _ . r * 


raring is iar below ms job ap- offense less serious. Blind love? 
proval rating, most of os have Shared political goals? Joint vast- 
assm^thathis support is strictly conspiracy hatred? Or old-fash- 
^product of rampant prosperity, ioned loyalty? 

It seems as if the majority is say- Now to the enigma within. Two 

mg^ we re all right. Jack, and out of three Americans, afar high- 
doo t rock the boat. er percentage than those who 

But I have begun to wonder, voted for the president, are willing 
Good tunes cannot explain it alL to abide with him even if tbe 
What, for example, undergirds charges are true. Why? 
the grim loyally of Susan Me- Some do not want to deal with 
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UUJPWIPNG 
WILL US WE? 


KEEPYER 
SHIRT ON. 


What beyond a sense of doty in- 
duces William Cohen, who 
jumped party ship to impeach 
Richard Nixon, to remain at tbe 
bebn of tbe Pentagon and bear the 
scorn of critics who see his Iraqi 
missile- lobbing as nintnn im- 
peachment-lobbying? 

That is only the beginning of 
the loyalty mystety. Hillary Clin- 
ton told an interviewer a year ago 
that if her husband were proved to 
be lying, that would be “a serious 
offense.” After evidence forced 
him to admit it. the found the 
offense less serious. Blind love? 

l 1.0 r. ■ > 



not want snoops prying into their 
own private lives. Others retain a 
reverence for the presidency, no 
matter what the leader or sibling- 
figure does. Add those to the hard- 
core liberals and minorities who 
see their man as a fire wall against 
spreading lava from the right. 

But there most be something 
else — in some undiscovered re- 
gion feom which no media biggie 
reports — to explain the incred- 
ible atmrfmiMif of this great na- 
tion to this un great man. 

Could it be the Kuhnrkampf 


destruction? ha this social conflict, 
moralizing geezers say toboomers. 


“You see where all your '60s pot 
and p rotest and permissiveness 
have brought us?* and graying 
boomers reply, “Get a Me and 
swing a lime, Gramps.” Mean- 
while, the Self- Absorbed Gener- 
ation, living in surplus, pages itself 
on cell phones and is oblivious to 
such squabbling among its buying- 
poweriess elders. 

Only partly. Could it also be 
partly that those victorious a gen- 
eration ago in overturning an elec- 
tion are infuriated by any com- 
parison of cover-ups? 

To prevent a “payback time” 
that would de-demonize Richard 
Nixon, the aging Good Guys of 
yesteryear are impelled to loyally 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Sierra Leone ‘Peacekeeping 9 

Regarding "The Children of Sierra Le- 
one" (Opinion, Jan. 9): 
vThe editorial is correct to em phasize the 
■/Light of Sierra Leone's children, but h 
places too much trust in the Nigerian-led 
intervention force supporting President 
Ahmad Teg an Kabbah. 

The Economic Community of West 
African States has supported Nigeria's ted 
to reinstall Mr. Kabbah politically, but fee 
subregional organization has never 
provided fee necessary financial and lo- 
gistical support As a result, Nigeria has 
funded its military activities in part through 
plunder. Whether Nigeria resorted to such 
actions by necessity or by design, fee West 
African “peacekeeping” force was less ef- 
fective than it otherwise might have beeo. 

The United Nations Security Council 


must accept a great deal of “credit” for 
allowing such a scenario to develop. Over 
the past five years it has progressively 
sought to subcontract fee promotion of peace 
and security to regional organizations andcr 
tbe guise of Chapter VET of the UN Charter. 
Thus, fee council appears to be doing 
something when in fact it is doing nothing. 

The brightest prospect for Siena Leone's 
children, adnlts and future generations is 
for fee Security Council to provide fee 
appropriate means to deal wife a diffi cult 
but not unmanageable situation. 

The council’s present reliance on re- 
gional and subregional organizations is in- 
appropriate and deleterious. 

ERIC G. BERMAN. 

KATIE E. SAMS. 

Geneva. 

The authors , visiting researchers at the 


UN Institute for Disarmament Research in 
Geneva and at the Institute for Security 
Studies in Pretoria, are preparing a book 
on peacekeeping in Africa. 

Like-Minded, Longtime Allies 

Regarding "British Foreign Policy Re- 
mains Based on Two Illusions" ( Opinion . 
Jan. 6) by Roy Denman: 

The writer's account of Britain as a 
“poodle” of the United States is a ca- 
ricature. What holds Britain back in its 
relationship wife “Euroland” is its wholly 
different economic and legal philosophy. 

British economic policy is more effect- 
ive in delivering full employment, low in- 
flation and foreign investment Euroland, 
despite its average 10 percent unemploy- 
ment and uneconomic cost of labor, re- 


Too Bad Castro’s Fastball 
Failed to Dazzle the Scout 


By Tina Rosenborg 


minimize Bill Clinton's crimes. 

The solution to the Clinton loy- 
alty mystery is greater than the 
sum of these paztlys. Peeling tins 
onion down to its tears, you dis- 
cover a widespread affection for 
riih litahte lame-duck liar as fer- 
vent as a minority’s distaste for 
him. His many weaknesses be- 
come his strength. 

Loyalty, we discover, need not 
be a two-way street Mr. Clinton is 
a loyalty blotter, be sops h up. He 
is impervious to calumny because 
he is confident of that loyalty, 
which multiplies it Even as reck- 
oning looms, nothing sticks to 
him except the majority. 

The New York Times. 


mains stubbornly unconvinced. The same 
goes for maintaining international law and 
order, hence Britain’s inability to persuade 
its EU partners to take action in Yugoslavia 
and more recently in Iraq. 

In both these rejects, Britain is closer to 
the United States. It is not a question of 
sycophancy but of a long history of com- 
merce in an atmosphere of freedom that 
links Britain and America. 

DAVID EVERS. 

MARGUERITE EVERS. 

Courchevel. France. 


Letters intended for publication should 
be addressed “Letters to the Editor" and 
contain the writer’s signature, name and 
fall address. Letters should be brief and are 
subject to etlirine. We cannot be responsible 
far the return of unsolicited manuscripts. 


N EW YORK — Cuban and 
American leaden are pon- 
dering the issue of whether a Bal- 
timore Orioles visit to Cuba 
would strengthen or weaken fee 
regime of Fidel Castro. 

The question seems improb- 
able. yet governments have long 
used basebaU to promote their val- 
ues and politics. When the 
Sandinisms took power in sym- 

MEANXTHILE 

bol-crazed Nicaragua in 1979, 
they considered banning the sport. 
Instead, they decided they could 
use it to help build fee New So- 
cialist Man. 

They began with Managua's 
3QJ)00-scat stadium, called 
“Anasta&io Somoza Garcia” 
after the father of the dynasty the 
Sandinistas overthrew. They re- 
named the stadium for tbe man 
who shot him. 

Anti-American governments 
love to use tbe symbol of America 
as apolitical canvas. Baseball was 
exported to Mexico by American 
railroad engineer, to Japan by 
missionaries and to Panama tty 
canal builders. 

An American consul created 
the first Nicaraguan team in 1905. 
Baseball's empire encompasses 
mainly countries that have spent 
long periods in America's grip. 

Resentment and revolution also 
flower in these environments, one 
reason Cuba. Nicaragua and fee 
Dominican Republic nave all bad 
governments that might want the 
Y ankee s to win. but certainly 
want tbe Yanquis to lose. 

And although foreign fans, es- 
pecially Dominicans, treat their 
major-league players as national 
heroes, many also resent a base- 
ball relationship that has mirrored 
America’s economic and political 
practices abroad, wife tbe gringos 
raiding fee best players and then 
c laiming their tournament as the 
World Series. 

In Japan, besubaru is designed 
to reinforce the values of self- 
lessness, obedience to authority, 
hard work and loyalty. Robert 
Whiting, who has written books 
on Japanese ball, notes that play- 
ers practice to near-collapse. A 
players' strike is inconceivable, 
and few players even change 
reams or demand high salaries. A 
superstar American player who 
took leave from his Japanese team 


when his 8-year-old son had brain 
surgery was fired. 

Baseball stadiums is Nicaragua 
in fee mid-1980s looked like 
American ballparks before the 
days of Beanie Baby giveaways 
and exploding scoreboards. In fee 
Heroes and Martyrs of September 
stadium in Le6n, Nicaragua’s 
second-largest city, signs advert- 
ised Coke and beer, vendors sold 
hot dogs and the announcers 
hawked local restaurants. 

Nicaragua's best player was Ju- 
lio Medina, captain of the national 


team and Sandinista icon. Before 
fee revolution, be bad grown up 
cheering for fee Cincinnati Reds, 
but when a scout for the Reds 
offered him a contract in 1984, he 
said, essentially: No thanks, I'd 
rather be an agronomist. 

“Tbe leaders of the revolution 
and in sports want to form a new 

Governments have 
long used baseball 
to promote their 
values and politics . 

man, both as a professional and as a 
sportsman.’ 'hie told me at fee time. 
Biology student by day. member of 
the Sandinista Youth, he even 
turned down the per diem players 
received when traveling abroad. 

When 1 watched him play, he 
shook hands with the opposing 
players when he reached their 
bases. At one point he tagged out a 
player trying to steal second, and 
as the player walked away. Julio 
Medina shook his hand. 

For Havana, fee Olympic gold 
medals won by Cuba's baseball 
players help show fee superiority 
of socialism. Players who want to 
pitch for the Yankees must come 
to America by raft But prerevolu- 
tionary Cuba had minor-league 
tea ms One American scout. Joe 
Cambria of fee Washington Sen- 
ators, lived in Havana. 

Fidel Castro, who pitched 
(right-handed) at the University of 
Havana, had two tryouts with fee 
Senators but was rejected — good 
slider, mediocre fastbalL Baseball 
will not bring his regime to an end. 
But had the Senators' scout been 
mare patient wife a developing 
prospect, baseball might have pre- 
vented iL 

The New York Times. 
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Mentor of Netanyahu 
Seeks to Unseat Him 

j 

Arens Joins Fight for Likud Nomination 


By Lee Hockstader 

Washington Post Service 


JERUSALEM — Moshe Arens, an 
elder statesman of Israeli politics who 
plucked Benjamin Netanyahu from ob- 
scurity 17 years ago and tirelessly pro- 
moted his career, announced Monday 
dial be would try to topple his old pro- 
tege as the Likud bloc’s nominee for 
prime minister in the May elections. 

The declaration by Mr. Arens, who 
quit public life in 1992 after serving as 
foreign minis ter, defense minister and 
ambassador to Washington, stunned the 
conservative Likud, already in crisis fol- 
lowing the resignation of two prominent 





Moshe Arens, a former defense 
minister, announcing Monday that 
be will challenge Mr. Netanyahu. 


Pollard Hurt 
U.S. Security 
Substantially, 

Officials Say 

By Tim Weiner 

New York Tones Service 

WASHINGTON — Adamant that 
President Bill Clinton refuse requests for 
clemency for Jonathan Pollard, an 
American spy for Israel, U.S. military 
and intelligence officials say Mr. Pollard 
did more damage to national security 
than the public has been told. 

An article published in The New 
Yorker on Monday cites those officials 
as saying that Mr. Pollard, who was joining another party. If Mr. Mordechai 
arrested in 1985 and is serving a life backs Mr. Arens or defects from Likud, 


members and fears of further high-level 
defections. And it injected an atmo- 
sphere verging on Greek tragedy into a 
political season already packed with 
drama and suspense. 

“I have been friendly with Benjamin 
Netanyahu for many years,” Mr. Arens. 
73, said, adding, ‘‘and it is true my 
relations with him, because of the age 
gap, were in many ways like those of 
father to son. But that doesn't change the 
situation the Likud is in now.” 

Lacking money and a political or- 
ganization, die hawkish Mir. Arens is 
given little chance of unseating Mr. Net- 
anyahu as Likud’s leader and nominee 
for prime minister in the Jan. 25 party 
primaries. Nonetheless, his announce- 
ment reinforced a general impression 
within the party that Mr. Netanyahu is in 
a weak position as the campaign unfolds 
for the May 17 elections. 

“If we do not manage to cure the 
present crisis in the Likud and stop the 
hemorrhaging of our top people from the 
party, our chances for winning the elec- 
tions are not good.” Mr. Arens told a 
news conference in Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Arens, unlike some major figures 
in the party, has refrained from criti- 
cizing Mr. Netanyahu's performance as 
prime minis ter since be was elected in 
1996, and he avoided any personal at- 
tacks Monday. Similarly, Mr. Netan- 
yahu, who was a furniture salesman in 
1982 when Mr. Arens hired him to be 
political counselor in the Israeli Em- 
bassy in Washington, shied away from 
die sort of slashing attacks that he has 
used against other adversaries. 

“1 can assure you that I have no doubt 
that 1 will receive the overwhelming 
support of the Likud voters in the Likud 
primaries and indeed of the citizens of 
Israel," Mr. Netanyahu said. He said 
Israelis “know that when it comes to 
protecting Jerusalem, protecting our se- 
curity and negotiating the best arrange- 
ment for Israel, the person who will do it 
is me.” 

Mr. Arens is the second prominent 
figure within Likud to challenge Mr. 
Netanyahu for the party leadership. The 
other is Uzi Landau, a prominent hard- 
line lawmaker who bitterly opposed Mr. 
Netanyahu’s decision to sign the land- 
for-security peace accord brokered by 
President Bill Clinton in October. 

In addition, two so-called princes of 
Likud — former Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor and former Science Minister 
Binyamin Begin, only son of the late 
Prune Minister Menachem Begin — 
resigned from the party last month to 
announce that they would run for prime 
minister. Mr. Meridor is a moderate and 
Mr. Begin is a hard-liner, but both bad 
bitter feuds with Mr. Netanyahu. 

Even before Mr. Arens* bombshell 
Monday, Likud was on pins and needles 
as It awaited the decision of Yitzhak 
Mordechai, the popular defease minister 
who is openly toying with the idea of 



Co if ti a t bj Ota Serf From DapanAa 

WASHINGTON — Iraq continued to 
challenge U.S. jets patrolling its no- 
flight zones Monday, drawing new mis- 
sile fire from American aircraft 

Two U.S. El 5s on routine missions 
over the northern no-flight zone fired on 
a ground-based missile launch site near 
MosuL 

An F16C/J fired a high-speed anti- 
radiation missile (HARM) at a second 
site at virtually foe same time. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Steve Campbell said. 

The two incidents took place after foe 
U.S. planes were illuminated by Iraqi 
radar. 

There was no damage to U.S. aircraft, 
and damage to the Iraqi sites was being 
assessed, foe Pentagon said. 

Secretary of State Madeleine Al- 
bright, meanwhile, announced that she 


sentence, gave Israel invaluable U.S. 
intelligence secrets in exchange for pay- 
ments of $50,000 and promises of 
$540,000 more. 

Intelligence officials confirmed foe 
gist of the magazine article, written by the 
investigative reporter Seymour Hersh. 

U.S. intelligence officials have long 
suspected that information delivered to 
Israel by Mr. Pollard was subsequently 
obtained by foe Soviet intelligence ser- 
vices — either deliberately banded over 
by Israel in exchange for freedom for 
Soviet Jews or surreptitiously obtained 
by Moscow's spies in IsraeL 

Mr. Pollard and his supporters have 
contended that he did not do real damage 
to U.S. national security and should be 
pardoned or paroled. 

Monday is foe deadline that Mr. Clin- 
ton gave U.S. military, intelligence and 
law enforcement agencies last month for 
submitting their views on the question, a 
response to demands for Mr. Pollard's 
release made by Israel in October at the 
IsraeU-Palestinian negotiations held at 
Wye Plantation in Maryland. 

Among foe documents Mr. Pollard 
handed over to Israel, Mr. Hash’s article 
said, was a 10-voiume directory of the 
frequencies and band widths of signals 
intercepted worldwide by the National 
Security Agency, which is the United 
Stales' primary electronic eavesdrop- 
ping service and its biggest espionage 
entity. 

That set of data would afford a foreign 
intelligence service deep insights into 
American techniques for spying on the 
world. Mr. Pollard told the author that 
U.S. officials had “consistently lied” 
about the importance of the signal in- 
telligence be gave the Israelis. 

Another set of documents divulged by 
Mr. Pollard, foe article said, was a com- 
puterized information retrieval system 
containing intelligence reports filed by 
American spies, intelligence analysts, 
military attaches and citizens in foe 
Middle East A foreign intelligence ser- 
vice possessing this information could 
determine foe identities of U.S. intel- 
ligence agents and informers. 

Mr. Pollard also handed over more 
than a year’s worth of reports from a 
navy surveillance station in Spain that 
monitored the Middle East and North 
Africa, the article said. 

It said a fourth set was the daily list of 
telecommunications interceptions un- 
dertaken by foe National Security 
Agency. Such data could help a foreign 
intelligence service evade detection by 
the United States. 


taking with him the votes of working 
class and Sephardic Jews who are a 
crucial component of the party’s con- 
stituency, it would be a near-crippling 
blow to Mr. Netanyahu's prospects, 
some observers say. 

But Mr. Netanyahu remains more 
popular with the Likud rank-and-file, 
and possibly with the Israeli electorate, 
than he is with foe party elite, and few 
analysts are ready to write off his 
chances all together. 

Still, the challenge by Mr. Arens is a 
heavy blow to foe Israeli leader. Not 
only did he launch Mr. Netanyahu’s 
political career by recruiting him in 
Washington, but he has consistently 
gushed the younger man into foe time- 

impressed by Mr. Netanyahu's flu- 
ency as a telegenic defender of Israeli 
policies to American audiences, Mr. 
Arens used bis influence in 1984 to have 
him appointed as ambassador to foe 
United Nations, bypassing far more ex- 
perienced candidates. 

Following Likud’s electoral victory in 
1988, Mr. Arens, by then foreign min- 
ister, intervened again to bring him into 
government as deputy foreign minister, 
in charge of relations with foe U.S. Con- 


Continued from Page 1 

end of the Gulf War in 1991. 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan defen- 
ded Mr. Butler on Monday. “I don’t 
think foe issue is Butler,” he told re- 
porters, after repeating that he had no 
evidence that Mr. Butler had cooperated 
with the United States in spying on Iraq. 
' T don't think the issue is Uoscom. We;, 
are dealing with much larger issues 
about compliance of Iraq and stability in 
foe region?* 

American diplomats are watching 
Canada and the Netherlands, two other 
new members, for signs of where they 
will stand. In Amsterdam on Monday, 
tiie Dutch representative on foe 23- 


CLINTON: 

History Is the Judge 

Continued from Page 1 

trial is I think it gives us a recoiti for 
history and I think the record would be 
more favorable for us than the record 
that exists now,” Mr. CarviUe said. 

But senior White Hcnire officials hav|s 
resisted such an approach. 

Instead they have been pushing 

sometimes against Mr. Clinton s ovdR 
instincts — for a censure resolution ttaj, 
would denounce him for his actions id *- 
rrvinis to cover up his affair with Monica 

Lewinsky during legal p«KMedinss. 

Unlike an outright acquittal, such a 
resolution could undermine Mr. Clin- 
ton’s attempts to portray this process « 
nothing more than vindictiveness by h* 
enemies, particularly if both patties . 
come together to support censure as thty 
(fid during the debate last week over trial 

111 Few would say so publicly, but. While 
House strategists saw bad news in the- 
100 to 0 decision Friday by the Senate to 
put aside differences and set procedures 
for the trial because it served to le- 
gitimize a process they have been able to. 
dismiss as Republican perfidy because; 
of the consistent party-line votes in the 
House. . . ' 

“If he is censured, histoxy is going in 
look less kindly on him than if he's noflj 
censured, that’s for sure,” said George 
Edwards, director of foe Center for Pres- 
idential Studies at Texas A&M Uni- 
versity. "It gives a substantial amount of 
legitimacy to all of the flogging of Clin- 
ton that's taken place in many quar- 
ters.” 

The costs of a protracted trial, though, 
weighed more heavily for many White 
House officials who desperately want to 
end a political crisis that will have en- 
veloped the administration for a full year 
as of next week. And some advised; 
concluded that censure might yet prove; 
useful in shaping the historical depiction 
of this period. 

“It will isolate this as an act of poor 
judgment, hold him accountable for it 
but still allow people to put it in per- 
spective in foe long run of history,” said 
Lanny Davis, a former White HootiL 
special counsel. V 

“I'm not sure the president would 
agree with that But, among his friends 
and supporters, there is a feeling that 
censure is necessary for him to get clos-' 
ure and fra: his presidency to be judged 
fairly-” . . ~~ 

Moreover, as some advisers see it, fos, 
best way to shape history will be for Mr. 
Clinton to finish on a political high and 

member Special Commission's govern- Minister Tony Blair said Monday in an the best way for him to do that will be to 
ing board supported the view that sane- open letter to the French newspaper Lib- secure major accomplishments on the 
tions coaid be rewritten while arms in- eration. policy front before the 2000 political 


BORED OF EDUCATION — Under a banner reading “We Will Win,** hundreds of striking students 
gathered in central Athens on Monday to protest legislation to reform Greece’s educational system. 

2 U.S. Jets Fire on Iraqi Missile Sites 


would travel to Riyadh and Cairo later 
this month fra* talks on Iraq and foe 
Middle East peace process. 

The two-day visit to foe Saudi and 
Egyptian capitals will come after Mrs. 
Albright's talks in Moscow from Jan. 25 
to 27, said James Rubin, foe State De- 
partment spokesman. 

In Saudi Arabia, foreign ministers of 
six Arab Gulf nations gave cautious sup- 
prat to a Saudi proposal that seeks to 
press the United Nations to lift its trade 
embargo on Iraq while maintaining the 
ban on military equipment or material 


Iraq will accept only “a total lifting of 
sanctions,” he said. 

The Saudi proposal was discussed 
Sunday but no formal announcement on 
the outcome was made. 

The incident Monday over Iraq comes 
three weeks after the U.S.-British air 
strikes against the country. Since the 
strikes, u.S. warplanes have been tar- 
geted repeatedly by Iraqi missile radar in 
foe no-flight zones. 

Iraq on Sunday described Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, which both allow their 
territory to be used as bases for U.S. and 


Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz of 


that could be used fra- military pur- British aircraft patrolling the southern no- 
poses. flight zone, as “thieves and outlaws.” 

Mr. Aziz also said Baghdad refused to 
for its 1990 invasion of 
of a 

egoncaUy rejects the so-called Saudi UN resolution that demarcated the bor- 
initiative.” der in foe emirate's favor. (AFP, AP) 



IRAQ: Pressure Grows on Security Council to Ease Sanctions 


speetions remained in place. 

The commissioner, Koos Ooms, a sci- 
entist, said that this course of action 
would rebuild unity in die Security 
Council and “would at least snatch away 


'We are holding talks with France 
and other eminent members of the Se- 
curity Council to find a formula allowing 
monitoring to resume in Iraq,’* he wrote, 
“but under a new system that would 


frtfffl^aridam Hussein foe weapon of avoid foe inspectors' presence creating a 
— able to say that the Iraqi people are new crisis every three tftontfisj” - ’ ’ *“ ‘ 

•• .But he added that Briwiti agreed With 1 
foe United States thatan expansion erf the 
“oil for food” program wottld be the best 
way to aid Iraqis suffering from sanctions. 
Iraq is now permitted to sell up to $5.2 
billion in oil every six months, although 
low international oil prices have preven- 
ted foe Iraqis from reaching that target 


fering because of die sanctions. 

The French government says that it is 
preparing new proposals along these 
lines for the Security Council in con- 
sultation with other Europeans. 

Even foe British, the strongest ally of 
the United States on Iraq policy, now 
favors a new inspection system, Prime 


TURKEY: Ecevit Forms a Government 


Continued from Page 1 

They cite his beliefs in anti-imperialism, 
protectionist economics and heavy state 
involvement in the economy. 

A policy statement distributed by his 
party, however, says die party has re- 
frained and now favors “a market eco- 
nomy that should operate within a demo- 
cratic leftist framework in which 
workers’ participation and joint people’s 
enterprises will play a dominant role.” 
Virtually alone among senior politi- 
cians here, Mr. Ecevit lives modestly 
and has avoided the taint of scandal His 
insistence on driving to work in an aging 
Turkish sedan rather than nsing the 


chanfieur-driven Mercedes to which he 
is entitled has given him a reputation as 
something of an eccentric. 

Mr. Ecevit’s education also sets him 
apart from many of his colleagues. He 
studied English literature at Ankara Uni- 
versity. and later Sanskrit and Bengali at 
London University. In 1957 he spent 
eight months at Harvard. 

Before entering politics, Mr. Ecevit 
worked as a journalist, including as a 
columnist for foe Winston-Salem Journ- 
al in North Carolina. He is an accom- 
plished translator and has produced 
Turkish versions of works ranging from 
“The Cocktail Party” by T.S. Eliot, to 
foe Indian classic "Bhagavadgita.” 



Rln Fs-r/Rraim 

Bnlent Ecevit gets another nod. 


After Likud's defeat by the Labor 
Party in 1992, Mr. Arens resigned ab- 
ruptly from public life rather man seek 
the party leadership. At 67, he said, be 
was too old to manage foe party’s re- 
newal That cleared the way fra Mr. 
Netanyahu to seize control of Likud and, 
four years later, lead it to victory. 


U.S. and China Reopen Talks on Human Rights 


Reuters 

WASHINGTON — China and the 
United States resumed dialogue on hu- 
man rights Monday after a hiatus of 
more than four years and under foe 
shadow of a Chinese crackdown on 
dissidents challenging the one-party 
system. 

Delegations led by Harold Koh. the 
U.S. assistant secretary of state, and 
Wang Guangya, China's assistant for- 
eign minister, met at the State De- 


partment fra rwo days of talks on the 
subject, one of the most contentious in 
relations between the two coon tries. 

The diplomats agreed to foe resump- 
tion of human-rights talks when Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton visited China in June 
— during one of the warmer spells in 
the relationship. 

The mood has soured since Chinese 
courts gave stiff prison sentences to 
democracy activists in December. 
Some human-rights groups and mem- 


bers of Congress have said they think 
the dialogue will be poindess and pos- 
sibly counterproductive. 

But U.S. officials say they will press 
on. taking advantage of a chance to put 
their views in a formal context 

“The dialogue will provide an op- 
portunity fra us to discuss the recent 
disturbing developments in the 
Chinese government’s treatment of the 
democracy movement,” said a U.S. 
officiaL 


calendar makes it impossible. 

In this view, restructuring Social Se- 
curity or Medicare to avert financial 
insolvency will go a long way toward 
improving the Clinton legacy. 

But would a quick resolution of the 
Lewinsky matter be so unsatisfying fdr 
diehard opponents that they would fh|r. 
the need to take, out their frustration bjp 
blocking his initiatives? Orwould a loc^ 
trial so poison relations that the Demo- 
cratic president could no longer won; 
effectively with the Republican Con- 
gress? *■’ 

Aides clearly worry about the secoiid 
calculation. 

In the view of many critics, it will not 
make a difference how the Senate tried 
ends because impeachment by foe 
House amounted to the ultimate censure; 
Mr. Clinton’s place in history, they be- 
lieve, is set .[ 

“If history's accurate, it's not going 
to be good,” said John Whitehead, pres-’ 
idem of the Rutherford Institute, which 
financed Paula Jones's lawsuit against 
Mr. Clinton. : "* 

“l don’t think he’s going to go down 
as the worst president ever. But he’s 
going to be remembered as an embattled 
president who had problems with telling 
foe truth and issues of morality. r - 

“You can’t get away from it. He'd! 
going to be marked forever. And it’s h» 
fault.” 

The events of 1 998 and 1999 are being 
captured on videotape for future gen- 
erations to judge for themselves. Thai 
offers some solace to Clinton advisers 
who believe he will have the same effect 
on future Americans as he has had on 
today’s voters. 

4 'One hundred years from now, 
people will look at the film of foe pro* 
ident and the film of foe other people, 
and people don't change,” said a person 
close to the president 
“In foe year 2099, it’s going to be 72 
percent believe that it was just trumped- 
up charges, 28 percent are going to be- 
lieve foe guy was a crook and should 
have been ousted with a stake in his 
heart.’ ’ he continued. “It's frozen in 
time for eons.” 


Orlandus Wilson, 81, Foundation of the Golden Gate Quartet, Dies* 
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New York Times Service 

Orlandus Wilson, 81, whose bass 
voice was foe foundation of the Golden 
Gate Quartet’s gospel harmonies, died 
on Dec. 30 in Paris, where he lived. 

The Golden Gate Quartet had a huge 
influence on American sacred and sec- 
ular music. Performing in dubs and con- 
cert halls as well as churches, and back- 
ing up blues singers such as Lead Belly 
and Josh White, the quartet demon- 
strated that gospel had all tf» vitality of 
secular music. Its driving versions of 
spirituals were a model of vocal harmony 
for groups from foe Dixie Humming- 
birds to the Spaniels. Mr. Wilson, who 
joined the group in 1934, provided its 
syncopated bass lines for six decades. ' 

Mr. Wilson was bom in Chesapeake, 
Virginia. When he joined foe Golden 
Gate Jubilee Singers in 1934, all four 
members were stdl in high school. 

o was singing 


program at John Hammond’s historic 



Benny Goodman. 

The group moved to Columbia Re- 
cords in 1941 and shortened its name to 
the Golden Gate Quartet 
In 1958, after a 28-country tour 
sponsored by foe State Department, the 
Golden Gate Quartet relocated to Paris. 
With Mr. Wilson as its manager and 
arranger, the group continued to be a 
major concert draw. - 
Mr. Wilson announced his retirement 
from performing with foe quartet in Oc- 
tober butcontinued to oversee rehearsals 
for his replacement, Andrew Freeman. 

He is survived by his wife. Gun. and a 
son, Charles, of California. 

Marquess of Bristol, Prodigal Son 
BURY ST. EDMUNDS, England 
(AP) — The Marquess of Bristol, 44, 


house in Suffolk, England, an agent for 
his estate said. 

Simon Pott said Sunday that Lord 
Bristol, born Frederick William John Au- 
gustus Harvey, died in his sleep and was 
found Sunday morning at the bouse on 
foe family estate near Bury SL Edmonds. 
Ffe did not disclose a cause of death, but 
said Lord Bristol had been suffering from 
a flu-like illness for a short time. : 

The 7th Marquess of Bristol, who 
inherited the title m 1985 when his father 
died, led a colorful and troubled life, 
courting publicity almost every step of 
foe way. He became a registered drug 
addict in 1984, meaning he had signed 
with his National Health Service doctor 


Lord Bristol’s half-brother. Lord Fre- 
derick Hervey, 19, will become foe 8fa 
Marquess of Bristol. 


of 


designers recognized by name.” 
, aristocratic-looking woman who 
1°;^’ particularly horseback rid- 

designed ft* women like 
herself who favored casual clothes that 
were simple yet sophisticated. 


Abdel-Latif Baghdadi, ffl, Aide 

During Nasser’s Rule of Egypt 

B 2, Y f (NYT) - Abdel-Latif 



Clare Potter, 95, Fashion Designer 
NEW YORK(NYT> — Clare Potter 
95, a leading American fashion designer 
of the 1930s and ’40s known for ima- 
ginative use of color and simplicity of 
fine, died Jan. 5 at her home in Fort Ann; 

New York. The cause of death was not 

disclosed- «**, «u cucigenc Egyptian air 

Ms. Potter was one of the designers , °? cer who helped Nasser oust 
credited with inventing American FISIiK? King Farouk, in 

sportswear, a style that has influenced then key posts in Nasser’s 

designers all over the world. She was a S?!2! 1,ne ¥» died late Friday of com- 

featured designer at Lord & Taylor when v?* 1 * rom }* ver cancer. 

for treatment of his addiction. He later store vros headed by foe legendary ® a §hdadi, who rose to the rank of 

served a total of 19 months in prison for Shaw, and received the first c ommander in the air force, worked 

cocaine and heroin possession. At one of Jo™ * Taylor Design Award in 1938 Nasser, an Egyptian army 

his trials, in 1993. it was estimated his distinguished designing in foe field w ^°, headed tire Free Officers 

addiction had cost his family about £7 of Rothes for women.” “Qvement that overthrew King Farouk. 

Shewasmcrediblvimnorteiu . Atiown as a hard wAriZ 6 ..,!. 


mini on ($113 million) in 10 years. 

. In ' 1984, Lord Bristol married 
Francesca Fisher, the daughter of a prop- 
erty developer in MarbeEa,Spain, but 
foe union ended in divorce. 


>he was incredibly important,” said - 
Richard Martin, foe curator of die 
Costume Institute of foe Metropol- 
itan Museum of Art “She was one 
or font first group in fog 1930s 


foo»ved 10 1x1 aexi to Nasser in au- 
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First Images 

for 2000 

Virtual Milan Menswear 




L 


By Suzy Menkes 

Intenumonal Herald Trihmar 


^ °ff Ws tt» and hurled it u 
me CTowd, revealing a wrmkiy, rirmiing chest, nuk rd 

•*£“■ b« 2KSf rfSSSS 

vcisace s tnenswear dwm ctuv«.^i tk. r 


metKwear show showed the glam side of 

sctoml 1 * * at S hoW !t kx * ed lo Ring m bed looking at the 

badk ““S* «“■ “ career that goes 

P jP 8 roddin 8 y«us, a broken Ihnb has 
torcedntt to be along-distance spectator for ihe current Milan 
Oimsweax season that opened last weekend and closes Wed- 

f»^i^!^ ta ^^ tofce y car2000 .Iset myself 
V sm ? m °dern technology from video tapes through 
®2S BSSii® 381 “* CD-ROM, couwTtecome a 
~ r *y OTtin fi oa shows from my PC 
instead of the front row? Hey, with the high cost in time, 
energy and travel, this could be fashion’s furore* 



r: \M:v 
iiar \x 
V-:W;I 



^ Gaultier's doublc-^aasted . ' 

• *3K • ‘ 



& Gabbam's marled 
sweeaef and layered pants. 


^vision skai Dno ehannel, of the opening show for ' H 

fawdng^t* 1 ®^®000. Yon could imagine the public guf- \ 

But by the time photogr^Aer Christopher Moore had put • 

the show s images on-line, I could see that Vivienne West- 

wood was on her familiar heroic male tranlr. sending swash- ■ •. r;i 

backlta* nxAIsm tw&d or phud ,ltcarKe ‘ U «^ 

floOT. It would take a Braveheart to wear the clothes as shown, : nooaeatop . 

with hats, gloves, argyle socks, eydiner and lipstick. But there /; 

were classy, classic coals, taut trousers and well-cut jackets - - .V 

with pinstripes draped on the bias. As ever, 1 wished that '.v 
Westwood could distill her vision of the peacock male into ■> ■* ■' •. 
streamlined clothes. >; ■ ^ 

B piece of Jil Sander’s collection looked like it could 
screen and onto the street. But looking at the linear 
i^aps and suits in pale colons and at the de luxe sportswear, I 

was frustrated. Even freezing die frame nr enla rg in g the image sweaters in super-luxury materials. Even the pants seemed to 
could not focus on the missing element: the fabrics. have a velour pile. 

. My fingers itched to stroke die surfaces, rather than the Tire sporty dements in die show — zippered boxyjackets in 

mousepad. From the way the clothes moved on the video creamy wool or supple black leather — took Sander’s look fast 
winged in from Milan, I could sense the weightless volume forward from last season. So did fresh colors like moss green, 
and cozy simplicity that comes from making jackets or yellow and pimento among the pallid .palette. Short coats. 



Westwood's mitred 
jacket mdWt; 



■. • 

fj ■» m 




Sleeveless tap and panto 
fiom the Versus Ha*. , 


**r 


sweaters in super-luxury materials. Even the pants seemed to 
have a velour pile. 

The sporty dements in die show — zippered boxyjackets in 


n»*n aaJ Ihpla) bnapng CWliffan Mi.KV mJ \nAn . h Ihnaa 

crisp shirts and utility jackets were ultra modem, but it wasn't Knitwear is well showcased on the small screen. 1 wanted 

easy to see the all-important details. This was a collection that to finger the fluffy mohair brush strokes on a sweater at 


ts in the show — zippered boxyjackets in begged to be held in the hand, rather than seen on film. 


creamy wool or supple black leather — took Sander’s look fast Yet the image is essential to a modem brand, now that the 

son. So did fresh colors like moss green, era of “release dates" for photographs belongs to die distant 
among the pallid .palette. Short coats, past A modem designer has to be skillful not just at cutting, 

but in projecting an image through the prism of a show. 

The Late Gianni Versace undenrtood die power of the public 
• image and the potency of models and music. The fall 

menswear show — where Iggy Pop’s rock concert divided the 
classic Versace from the funkier Versus line — seemed a 
must study how as a lawyer he developed familiar formula. But it was powerfully done, creating an 
new approaches to old problems, how be ambience of subversive sexiness, with a vast dark space and 
looked outside the law to the social sd- spots casting pools of light on the shinyrtlnway. 
eoces, how he legitimized what was once The clothes were predom- 

illegal (e.g., in the sit-in cases of 1961) mantly black, but die lighting 


BOOKS 


THURGOOD MARSHALL 
American Revolutionary 
By Juan Williams. 459 pages. 
$27J0.1imes Books. 

Reviewed by Ronald KJL Collins 


blindfold. Compassion — that instinctu- 
al drive to combat injustice and comfort 
its victims — informed his sense of legal 
realism. With that drive he won 29 of the 
32 cases he argued before the Supreme 
Court’ before becoming solicitor gen- 
eral. With it too, he won the case that 
would forever be associated with, him: 


JUSTICE is blind. The law is neutral. , would forever be .assoc 
j Dctachedreason alodfiij^eras.'Thsj . Brown y. Bdard of Edu 


looked outside the law to the social stir 
eoces, how he legitimized what was once 
illegal (e.g., in foe sit-in cases of 1961) 
and ho w he did all of this and nxve in a 
deliberate step-by-step fashion. 


picked up tire sheenof leather 77ie trends for 1 999~2000 are 

coats, foe fluffy fur collars J 


Cerruti — part of casual theme that went through the 
signature tailoring. Any fashion-aware male could have 
understood these upscale clothes on the sporty side: shirt- 
soft jackets, zippered fleeces, coats layered over parkas. 
And while many shows featured bare arms in sleeveless 
sweaters, here was a collection that seemed tailor-made for 
midwinter 2000. 

Issey Miyake's show was also strong on outerwear with 
long geometric-cut coats and short car coat lengths. The 
designer Naoki Takizawa has a millennium spin with fabrics, 
giving a space age feel to athletic pants sliced with zippers or 
jackets in what looked like crumpled laminated paper. Even 

beside the runway, 1 would 
have had a hand time with the 


the paradigm of ihe rule dflaw. Every 
Taw student needs to leant it, every law- 
yer needs to respect it and every judge 
needs to enforce it Butmustit always be 
that way? Start there and you can begin 
to learn about one of the greats in toe life 
of the law: Thurgood Marshall (1908- 
1993). 

Where justice was abstract, Marshall 
gave it a face. Where it was fixed, he 
rijade it flexible. Where it was donnant. 


: 'MardiaH^ carKx is defined by ^vhat 
happened on May 17, 1954, that Monday 
when Chief Justice Earl Warren spoke 
for a unanimous court in the historic 
school desegregation case. That mo- 
mentous event frames Marshall’s early 
career, his success infoe eqnalpay cases, 
efrea 1937; his middle years, especially 
his 1948 victory in foe landmark case 
striking down a restrictive covenant, 
Shelley v. Kraemeq and his Court years. 


About 15 bpoks have been devoted txr and. the spaikling em- .Utility /ul,K€T LOOKS TTUXeCl With 
Marshall. JPfnir two pictnre books, jfofa f * hroidered effects, from rating ~ 

audio tiussette sets, two videos and lr stripes on pants through geo- TOrt\jQX\JCe+ OtlCL tt lot Ol lUT. 


jyjLOJt ouau. * jiuo twu pvuuv « vma y -* /* /• 

audio enss^te sets, two videos arid' lr' stripes on pants through geo- tOTfUXnoe 9 and a lot OJ fair. 

children’s books. Add a dozen or mare metric markings on the jack- J J 

Web sites, including a very educational ets. Donatella Versace knows 

one keyed to the Williams book that men don’t want dress-down sportswear from this label, so suits and roc 
(www.thurgoodmarshall.com). Not she played with hard, sharply cut coats over tight pants with Even on s 


even the revered Chief Justice John just foe occasional baggy trousers or tec hn o texture. 


Marshall or Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes can claim such a following. 

In the thick of all of fafa remarkable 


Versus was cool, but seemed a bit tricksy, with shrunken 


ty-ZUUU are inventive materials. 

. , . , Jean Paul Gaultier’s show 

nuxed Wlt/l looked sparky. The French 

rr - designer's take was a Hol- 

Of fair. lywood Little Italy look — 

J J Tony Bennett with a touch of 

Elvis in the louche cream 
suits and rocker-meeis-biker sequined jackets. 

Even cm screen, Gaultier's creativity shows up, once you 
decode the style: classic tailoring (even if the models had 
carrot-red hair) mingling with exceptional pieces, like a 


flea-market-style shirt sleeves cut on the curve and flashes of speckled jacket knitted to look like tweed wont with an Aran 


In the thick of all of this remarkable while as well as Hare Krishna orange. Rai Uno focused 
irttentinn foe W ashington Post cones- entirely on Naomi CampbelL who tossed her mane and 
poodcnlWIBianis’s book stands out. It is strutted some brief stuff. 

a natural sequel to his much-acclaimed At Dolce & Gabbana, I could imagine myself looking up the 


he gave it new energy. Whatever else, mehwfing his stand against capital pun- a natural sequel to his much-acclaimed At Dolce & Gabbana, 1 could i ma gine my sell looking up the 
this is not orthodox, by-the-book ishmeat in- Furman v. Georgia (1972). 1987 book, *‘Eyes on fod Prize: Amex- red-caipeted stairway at foe fashion house, as the models 
justice. It is understandable that Juan ’ Unlike Louis Brandeia (another great ica’s Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965." skirted a terra-cotta am. That seemed bke a metaphor for the 

± « _ j - l- ■ _ i v uf i ri ^ «... M nnn pnrthv rAlnnt nnn natiml mfnnRR mnt mvifnicfm wim the. 


Williams tags him as he does in his 
engaging biography, “Thurgood Mar- 
shall: American Revolntionary.” 

But “revolutionaty” is foe wrong 
word. A revolutionary Thurgood Mar- 
shall was not — not really. For one 
Thing, he was too much of the law to 
rebel against it. Besides, he was mice 
U.S. solicitor general (1965-67), hardly 
a post befitting a revolutionary. More- 
k&ver, he had a remarkably moderating 
ffi fini-nra on r adicals and reactionaries. 
Ultimately, Marshall believed in foe 
rule of law, though not quite as com- 
monly understood. 'Wiliams’ s subtitle 
aside, his well-documented account 
demonstrates that Marshall was no rad- 
ical but, rather, an uncommonly skilled 
lawyer who knew how to make foe 
system work, or at least work better. 

“Mr. Civil Rights,” as be was 
known, was a realist. He helped tore- 
define the law so that justice could, from 
time to time, peek out from behind her 


By Robe rt Byrne 

G arry kasparov-s cod««u« 
are sniping « 1“® cla “ n ® •» “ ie 
world’s best playff. 


progressive lawyer), Marshall never 
equaled as a jurist what be had achieved 
as a lawyer. This is not to disparage his 
judicial legacy but to place it in per- 
spective, to recognize tire importance of 
his pre-Supreme Court achievements. 
The book’s greatest contribution is its 
framing of foe legacy of that extraardin- 
ary legal mind that in 1 946 con vinced an 
all white Southern jury to acquit 23 of 25 
blacks charged with rioting. 

The truest measure of Marshall’s 
g reatness , then, is foe historic course he 
charted as a lawyer. That course is well 
outlined by Williams , who shows foe 
several sides of this constitutional lit- 
igator — the big and burly lawyer from 
Baltimore who reshaped foe law almost 
as ifhe^ were one of foe Ftandiog Fathers. 
There is a lesson here: in law that de- 
mands to be emphasized. To appreciate 
the Wig shadow Marshall cast on foe law, 
one mnst not be content to begin and end 
with his judicial opinions. Rather, one 

CHESS 

when he defeated Anand. 

Anand got off to a good start at 
TObutg by defeating Joel Lautier of 
France in the first round. 

Even (bough 4...Qc7 is not a new 
move, it introduces an alternative vari- 
ation of foe Sicilian Defense without a 


But its special strength is not as a rich earthy colors and natural textures that contrasted with the 
scholarly and probing legal account of tough biker look. 

Mar shall ’s constitutional career. Nor is it The mix was utility and romance, as pants had huge back 

an un failingly impartial history of foe pockets and body belts, while sweaters were body-conscious 
man. Williams is too close to his subject, and textured. Wide woolly cummerbunds like misses might 


sweater. Several themes followed the threads of recent haute 
couture and women’s ready-to-wear collections, especially 
the Aran knits and the plaid sequins, which were used for hip 
sweaters and even for Gaul tier’s signature kilt. 

The trends I picked up on are utility/biker looks mixed with 
romance in embroideries and plush fabrics, including a lot of 
fur. 

The show I am most sorry to miss? It is foe debut collection 
of Antonio d’ Araico, Versace’s long-time partner, who is now 
launching his own line. First collections have a special ex- 


to the point of sometimes being too apo- 
logetic for some of Marshall’s faiHngS- 

Nooefoeless, “Thurgood Marshall” 
is remarkable in its vivid and detailed 
account of its subject To his credit and 
our benefit Williams mined many bio- 
graphical v eins. Throughout, be mani- 
fests his impressive journalistic skills: 
He draws on numerous interviews, 
archival materials (including FBI files 
and Marshall’s papers), and newspaper 
and magazine accounts (including edi- 
fying stories from the Baltimore Afro- 
American and unafifying ones from foe 
Lynchburg News). 

Ronald KJL. Collins, co-editor of the . 
on-line periodical Books-on-Law, wrote 
this for The Washington Post. 


27 Rd3, achieving an imposing layout 
but he had yet to reveal a mating plan. 

Lautier thought that tie could knock 
out a vital center pawn with 27._b5?, but 
after 28 cb ab 29 Nd4! r be saw that he 
was wrong. Defense by 29.„Qb8 would 
lave been smashed by 3QNe6! fe 3 1 Be6 


and textured. Wide woolly cummerbunds like misses might citement: the intensity of (he designer, the expectations of foe 
have inspired foe shapely suits. All foe layering made me focus audience, foe tingle of anticipation at the opening outfit, the 
on sweaters that looked exceptional in airy, hairy marled first ripple of applause. Modem technology is no substitute for 
textures. the smell of foe hair gel and foe buzz of foe crowd. 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

i Nabisco cracker 

s Respond to 
seeing red? 

■ Central highway 
14 Brainstorm 

is Not taped 
i* Former 
it Summon 
Warsaw 
ettzertt? 
is Hint of color 

20 Opposite of 
masc. 

21 PAL workers 

23 The I’s have 
them 

24 Mleage testing 
grp. 


25 Undercover 
operation 

a? Sman change tor 
a Bra 

32 Unimagfned 
as Broadcast 

studio sign 
at Any hit by EMs 

33 Hubbub 

3B Artificial locks 
40 Surmon the 
elected? 

42 Hi! on the 
knudkles 
43Sorbonne 
summer 

«4 Bottle capacity 
4t Common nest 
locale 

«rHnepotot 

40 Under pressure 


wona s . cj-pig ation of the Sicilian Defense wimoui a naveoeensmasjwMoywtveoiiejiDcw 

A In 1998, J» ^-hntW is, theoretical conan affte Ne632Qe6Kf833f5!Ne534feKg735 

& ^^rtmrmflinent. whereas Viswanmn- name, sn XoS 'V* Rh7 K« 37.®7m»m. Sn. he 


supertournainent, wtierea 
an Anand, the Indian star, 


iedflt Taimanov Variation, which del 
ebru- pawn play to maintain flexibility of 


Rf7 Kg8 36 Rh7 JM^^7mate.^So^he 


the world champion. Tbatjis detennined 

nbt contested a tide match since 1993, 
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SICILIAN DEFENSE 

Black Write 
Lander Abs™ 
c5 20 

r Sfc 


!8Nd2 
19 Nc3 


23 QI3 

24 Qb3 

25 Ne2 

26 RC3 

27 Rd3 
38 cb 

29 Nd4 

30 Nb5 

31 NC3 

32 f5 

33 ef 

34 Bf5 
35QI5 

36 Bd4 

37 Qc8 

38 gf 
3ff Nb5 


Black 

Lautier 

BaB 

Ne8 

Rc7 

Ng7 

Res 


ab 

NtS 

Rd7 

f6 

ef 

gf 

NfS 

QC8 . 
RC7 
R«8 
Bd8 

Resigns 


will be able to sustain a sigmncanuy. 

Anand ghoWS hOW. 

Anantfs seizure of queensufe texrain 
with 12 b4 was not vulnerable to coun- 
terattack by 12~.a5? because 13 b5 Ne5 
14 Na4Ne4 15 Nb6 Ra7 16Nc$ Rc8 17 
Ba7 Qa7 wins rook for knight, wifonot 
mtite adequate countexplay for Blade. 

With 13 Ra2, Anand took out in- 
suxance against any chance of .J5, be- 
cause be had made a timely Impos- 
sible. Then, with 15 Bf3, he brought up 
additional power to enhance his gnp on 

the important d5 squ^e. 

Lautier might have challenged 
Anand’s 16Rc2by 

Nd5Nd5! 18 Rc4 Ne3 19-Qcl Nc4 20 
Oo4 Nc 6 yields Black approximatBly 
even rrrflterial m a solid petition. In any 
case, after l6_Nbd7, Anand was free to 


After 31 Nc3, Lantier’s 31. J6?! 
made matters worse. Anand won a 


Wijk-aan-2^. Netheria^, mF^u- m>Vi ^ After Si Nc3, Lantier’s 31.J6?! 

aty;Unare8,Sp^mhM^*J™ Nb5Qb8 6 c4, White has been made matters worse. Anand won a 

May, and the Fontys Toom^^^ Dcnn j tte d to set up tibe Maroczy bind, secondpawn with 32 f5! ef 33 ef gf 34 

Tilburg. Netherlands, ^ ^ _ uestion ^ always whether he . BfSNf535 Qf5,becanse35_fg?36Qf7 

Tournament play do«^d^®^ ^ ^ able to sustain ft significantly. Kh8 37 Bd4 is killing. On 39 Nb5, 


Kh8 37 Bd4 is killing. On 39 Nb5, 
Lautier gave tro, because 39. JRd7 40 
Nd6 Rd6 ends in 41 f7mate. 


LAuram^ACK 


Sfallv Anand began to convert Us 
Hmsvinmv in soace into an attack with 

SSsSfeaMa 



Sedation to Puzzle of Jan. 11 


□□qsq casnE □□□□ 
B0E300 OISEE □□□□ 
□edee nmnnaHniaa 
□HEEHHOEE Enaaao 
□EE asa aan 
EDEEaEBEfflaa 
DEQQB SEE □□□□ 
□□BE annaa eeeq 
aaam qdh naaaa 
QaaEBEoanaa 
bee □□□ ana 

□□□BEE □□□□□SHE 
BEEEQEEaa SOEHEl 
HBOS HEBE OiaBZia 
BEES QOBE BBEEB 


si — nfite 

53 Opponent of 
D.D.E. 

54 Songstress Wkki 
as Dressed, so to 

speak 
as Trendy 
■2 Talk a blue 
streak 
S* Summon 

actress Sharon? 

ss football 

{indoor sport} 

ST Cartoonist Pater 
ss*A Clockwork 
Orange* 
hooligan 
ss CattajTs locale 
to Made a bubble. 

in a way 
71 CrAme de fa 

erdme 


1 Jazz phrase 

■ Goofing off 
3 Broncos or 


4 Veer suddenly 
s Campaign ad 
feature 

B Scrabble piece 
7 Broffing locate 
■ Pains in the 
neck 

a To the point 
is Tbs East 


11 Summon 
Michael Jordan 
and John 
Stockton? 

l2TakB-oulword5 

12 War god 

is Office fastener 
22 Gravy spot 
24 Prefix vrth center 
2C Glaciers 

27 Like illegally 
parked care, 
sometimes 

28 Get together 

29 Summon a 
cable magnate? 

ao Darby prospect 
31 French fashion 
magazines 
3S "Waste not, wart 
not, - eg. 

34 Ran 

37 Malicious gossip 
41 Was bedbound 

4S Snaky fetter 
41 Chafe 1 wear 
so Was almost out 
of inventory 
sz Gei-wal srtB 
54 Study late 
sa Ambiance 
srBasabars 

Yastrzemski 

SB German article 
■■Links target 
so Washington bds- 
et Student's book 

•3‘Nodca" 

S5BU 



Pimf bj Wmcy siemiw 


© New York Tunes/Edited by Will Shortt 

For EWESiMEivr 
EVFORMAIION 

Read THE MONEY REPORT 

every Saturday in the IHT. 


ANANOWHfTE 

Postttoo after 38 ... Bd8 


Education 

Appears every Monday in The Intermarket 
To advertise contact Sarah Wershof 
in our London office: 

TeL: + 44 1 71 420 0326 
Fax: + 44 1 71 420 0338 
or your nearest IHT office 
or representative. 

MSSriinmt 


SALES 


toe wo puts PLury newsp*j>eh 


FROM 14 m TO 16 th JANUARY 

30 txs, rue de Paradis 75010 Pans 
01 47 70 64 30 


t 























































































!«. •. si. - I : 

mv--. 

jb : 


• ** ’ *». ,‘ t \ 

, * , ‘ Ml 

■ • J • s' ; ■ ■ 




. i ■« 

- ' !•' 


3lmU>3»rUmM 

BUSINESS/FINANCE 


TUESDAY JANUARY 12, 1999 


PACE 11 


a * 


i 

ite 

■i , , . ’ ■ 

k % i i.". r 11 


i> -V. 

si 

h «'VM 

S'-;-?.’ 


i Greenspan 

i^SeesaMild 

Slowdown 
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' P ** 8 ™ 6 of good news for 

the 17 central bank chiefs — 11 from 
Asa — attending the meeting of the BIS 

1 m Hong Kong. Asia is counting on 
c°J ltmn ®d U - S - ec0fl0mi c strength to 
help pull the region out of its worst 
recession in more than 50 years. 

Mr. Crockett. peneral manaow nftlu> 



Dollar Falls Against Yen 
Amid Hopes for Japan 


BIS , said a fter the one-day meeting that 

• the group was predicting an economic 
recovery in Asia this year. He -mid 
Masaru Hayami, the governor of the 

• Bank of Japan, told the gath ering that 

Jean's economy would return to 
“modest” growth next year. 

“The sense was in Asia the situation 
is relatively difficult bat fee worst part 
of the cycle is over,” Mr. Crockett said, 
“and there will be some recovery from 
now on.” But he said no concrete meas- 
ores had emerged from the five- and -a- 


STORM CENTER — The Hong Kong headquarters of GIT1C on Monday, as foreign investors »?«»iU»rf 
Beging’s handling of the bankruptcy of the investment arm of the Guangdong provincial government Page 13. 

BAT to Buy Rothmans for $7.6 Billion 


CeapaaibrOrSvfFnm Nyt*k-j 

LONDON - — B ritish American To- 
bacco PLC, the second-largest cigarette 
maker in die world, said Monday tint it 
was baying the foorth-largest cigarette 
maker, Rothmans Internationa! B V, for 
£4.6 billio n ($7.6 billion) in stock. 

The new company, which plans to 
retain the name. B ritish American To- 


' half hoars of talks, which were intended . bacco PLC, would have a 16 percent 

v j* i j " .j:.* i. 


to provide a forum for infor mal dis- 
cussion! 

- He said that the central bankers had 
J | iVgreed that the world economic envir- 
onment was “a reasonably positive 
one” and tiiat Asia was “on the mend*' 
but that efforts to shore op shaky bank- 
ing systems needed to continue. 

The role of hedge funds, blamed by 
marry Asian leaders for destabilizing 
their economies through market spec- 
ulation, was also discussed, Mr. Crock- 
ett said. The central bankets discussed 
greater transparency and a “level play- 
' -mg field** to monitor the movements of 
hedge funds, he said without elabor- 
ating. 

Mr. Greenspan, who had met Chief 
Executive Tung Chee-hwa of Hong 
■ Kong earlier, is to head to Beijing on 
1 Tuesday far talks with Chinese central 
bankers. (Bloomberg News. AFP) 
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emerging markets. The Reynolds deal 
wouldn’t give ns that.” 

A BAT spokesman said there would 
be some job losses but that it was too 
early to say how many there would be. 

Rothmans* majority owners, the 
Swiss-based Compagnie Financin g Ri- 
chemont AG and Rembrandt Group Ltd. 
of South Africa, would own 35 percent 
of the new conqiany. Richemont owns 
share of the world market, trailing only two-thirds of Rothmans, while Rem- 
Phllip Morris Cos. brand! holds one-third. Both Richmont 

Brands of the merged company would and Rembrandt are controlled by tire 
include Kent, Lucky Strike, D nnhifl, family of Anton Rupert, 82, who fonn- 
Benson and Hedges, Peter Stuyvesant, ded Rembrandt in 1945. His son, Johann 
Rothmans and ParisiezmeL BAT is Brit- Rupert, 48, is chief executive of Ri- 
ish-based, and Rotiimans Intgmatvvial is ebanont and chairman of Rembrandt 
based in the Netherlands. Together, they BAT and Rothmans said the trans- 

prodneed more than 900 biffion cigarettes action, subject to approval by autbor- 
m 1997, tiie com panies said. ities and shareholders, should be com- 

“Tbis merger represents a or step pleted by June. The combined company 
forward in tiie achievement of opr vision would have leading positions in 55 mar- 
to become tiie world’s leading inter- kets and is likely to come under die 
narirmal tobacco company,” the BAT scrutiny ofWestern European and Asia- 
chairman, Martin Broughton, who Pacific regulatory authorities, 
would c hair the merged company, said. The deal unites companies valued at 
There had been speculation BAT was an estimated $21.5 billion. 
talking about a deaf withRJ. Reynolds In a joint statement, the companies 
Tobacco Co., No. 3 in tiie internati onal and shareholders said tiie deal “in- 
market. “This is the best alternative creases proportion of sales volume de- 
available to us,” Mr. Broughton said, lived from international brands, which 
“It gives us clear leadership ■ in the , will improve overall margins. 

!».» • () . e-i I- ■» r f i .. U' it • ■ I •>-. V.»n 
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The takeover strengthens BAT “in 
mature, Btifc ma hj lilm Europe 
also strengthens them in the key growth 
markets of Asia-Pacific, Africa and the 
Middle East,” said Nick Bunker, an 
analyst at HSBC Investment Bank PLC. 

**T|ng IS a »»ni* hwtwifatl than anything 

BAT could have done with RJR and puts 
a question mark over RJR’s future.’* 

RJR has said it is sedring a partner for 
its international business, and analysts 
had long concluded BAT would make 
die best match. BATs purchase of 
Ro thmans virtually eliminates it as a 
potential buyer, however, analysts said. 

Mr. Broughton said a bid for RJR 
Tobacco was off his agenda. 

RJR’s U.S. market share has stalled, 
its U.S. cigarette sales are expected to 
fall amid an industrywide pice increase 
and its Nabisco Holdings Coup, cookie 
and cracker affiliate is in tire midst of a 
turnaround effort. 

BAT plans to pay for Ro thmans with • 
604.3 null ion new common shares and 
241.7 million preferred shares. At the 
same time, BAT is to pay current share- 
holders a final dividend of 16 pence a 
share and a special interim dividend of 4 
pence July 1. Shares in BAT surged 96 
pence, to 638. Rothmans stock is not 
listed.. . . (AP, Bloomberg) 


Bioa mbaj t Hems 

NEW YORK — The dollar’s plunge 
against tiie yea accelerated Monday, 
dropp in g the U.S- currency to levels last 
seen more tiuur two years ago, as traders 
speculated that the Japanese economy 
mmr have bottomed out. 

The dollar was also butt by talk in the 
market that the United States is not 
co n ce r ned aboni die decline of the dol- 
lar; it has lost about a quarter of its value 
against tiie yen since mid-August. 

“Over toe last couple of months, 
there’s been a growing sense that the 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

various policy measures from Japan 
have been sufficient to stabilise the eco- 
nomy,” said Lisa Fxnsrram, a currency 
analyst at Salomon Smith Barney. “That 
has taken away the selling pressure ex- 
erted an the yen for about a year." 

A series of proposed spending plans 
and tax cuts to lift Japan from its year- 
long recession culminated in November 
with the approval of a supplementary 
$24 trillion yen ($215 billion) budget. 
Japan’s government is also spending 60 
trillion yen to bail out its ailing banking 
system. 

The yen also got a boost from spec- 
ulation Japanese investors and compan- 
ies, eager to show gains on their balance 
sheets before the fiscal year ends March 
3 1, will sell higher-yielding assets over- 
seas and convert the dollar proceeds to 
yen. Furthermore, a surge in Japanese 
government bond yields in recent 
mouths is attracting Japanese invest- 
ment away from the United States. 

“There’s some repatriation by Ja- 
panese investors who are mindful of the 
potential for further yen appreciation," 
said Alan Wilde, a manager at Scottish 
Mutual Portfolio Management in Glas- 
gow. 

Max Darnell, a partner at First Quad- 
rant IP, which oversees S28 billion in 
assets in Pasadena, California, said the 
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Clinton’s Fate No Big Deal to Markets 


ted him to increase his holdings of the 
securities “a couple of percentage 
points” in most portfolios. 

“The recent bump up in yields at the 
long end of the curve has lifted the 
yen,” he said. 

The U.S. Treasury, meanwhile, 
denied speculation in tire market that it 
was not concerned about the dollar’s fall 
against the yen. “The story is not an 


Private Banking 
International 


accurate reflection of Treasury views,” 
said Howard Schloss. the Treasury's 
chief spokesman. 

In 4p.m. trading, the dollar fell to 
108.675 yen from 1 11. 03 yen Friday. 

The dollar strengthened against the 
European single currency, with (he euro 
falling ro $1 . 1497 from $1 . 1659 on Fri- 
day. as 'reports showed a slowing eco- 
nomy in Germany, the largest of the 1 1 
nations that adopted the euro. 

In Germany, orders to the manufac- 
turing industry fell in November. That, 
combined with a report Friday showing 
that German unemployment unexpec- 
tedly rose in December, may give the 
European Central Bank reason to cut 
European interest rates to boost growth. 
That would make returns on dollar-de- 
nominated investments more attractive. 

In other trading, the pound fell to 
$1.6295 from $1.6422. The dollar rose 
to 1.4000 Swiss francs from 1.3940 
francs. 


By Reginald Dale 

InUrimlonal Hendd Tribune 


nomic order, Mr. Hale says. In any case, Mr. Clinton will 
either survive or be replaced for the rest of his term by Vice 

DrAFfdMt* A 1 fZrvrv* tttfirveo nhlfoCATlKv Vfc nof WTV 


W ^resident am turnon ancctnnaiunai mantas aou msuiar a s vt mzmgiuu una wuuiuuicu i u cwuu uiv 

and the future of the U.S. economy? Whatever growth, tiie credit is due primarily to Alan Greenspan, the 
Mr. Clinton and his supporters might want yon chairman of the Federal Reserve, and to Robert Rabin, the 
to think, the realistic answer has to be “probably not very Treasury secretary. 

T_ C.U. d.. a 


I ” teraatUmai President A1 Gore, whose economic philosophy is not very 

‘ ASHINGTQN — How much win tbe fate of different 

President Bill Clinton affectfinancial markets And insofar as Washington has contributed to economic 




much.” 

The official opening of his trial in the US. Senate last 
week did not stop Wall Street from hitting new highs. 

Currency markets have ten- — ■ ■ - , — . . — * . 

As one top Washington trade lawyer puts as teSSfbiL showing 
velopments in the impeach- ft, c Mr. Qmton’g leadership on trade can tfae ^ fonr 

hardly be missed, as he hasn’t been Of ccmsc, much of Wan 

EsgS" — ssrsrA"cS£ 

leadership cases won’t be removed from office. If he were, says Thomas 

“S, t e business executives about political gridlock in Gallagher of Lehman Brothers in Washington, there would 
thera^imlandmany will tell you they could not be happier, probably be “a sharp but short negative reaction” in the 
▲nvthma that oaralvzes government and leaves business marke t s . 

;ZS^^nSiinonlY be welcomed, they say. Once it was clear that Mr. Clinton s economic team 

J5S^ofmany^er countries, Americans are would remain in place, and continuity was established 

government, under Mr. Gore, confidence would quickly return. There 
h^m^^bv^i«ks^dbaSnces as the Founding Fathers couWbenew hopeof afr^s^afteraperiodm which 
nrevent many Americans from, Mr. Clinton’s problems and partisan wrangling m Congress 
intended. That ^ gr nresident with the nation’s have weakened UA world leadership, 

erroneously, associating prcsi Certamly if Mr. Qintoii stays in office, the prospects will 

would certainly argue that his not look great for cooperation between the Whxte House 
Mr. Clinton s ^yS^SSessarv to ke«i S economy and the Republican-led House of Representatives, which 
continued presence is « j fortunate coincidence, impeached him, to tackle important issues such as Social 
growing strongly , as_ -R n t investors are increaringjy Security reform. 

sine* he first took office. But Politicians are not completely irrelevant. The govern- 


UWWUIJ UVWIVHMJ • 

In s«ne fields where the president can make adifference, 
such as trade policy. Mr. Clinton has not been doing much 
anyway. As (me top Washington trade lawyer puts it, “Mr. 

' CKnton’s leadership • on 


As one top Washington trade lawyer puts 
it, c Mr. Qinton’s leadership on trade can 
hardly he missed, as he hasn’t been 
showing any for the last fonr years.’ 


mr tarnuu aim mauj ^ j _ _ - 

Anything that paralyzes government and toves business 
fieefrS interference can only be 

Unlike citizens of nany other countnes, Amer icans are 
used to the idea of a relatively vreak 

hemmed m W checks and balances as tite Founding F^cts 

intended. That does not prevent many AmenMm fru^ 
erroneously, associating the president with the natron s 

ass 

office. Biti investors are increasmgjy 


begging to differ. Zurich Group of fin- meatin Washington still controls the key levers of budget- 

According to IXvid ^ ^veston are now so con- ary, tax, trade and regulatory policy. The presidrat can 
nodal companies so i GMMfi * ^ technological in- order US. forces inlo battle at any moment, as Mr. Ointon 

fittent that eanwrejc f^^^Amaica^Wnt recently did against Iraq. 

novation are mainly tirirfflT1<have becogte But Wall Street and the U.S. economy are more liable to 

pr<| .perity that many betide mai be thrown off course by a financial crisis in Brazil or a 

* — Mneess. — - sodden plunge in corporate profits than by the Senate’s 

verdict on Mr. Clinton, whichever way it goes. 


to tite process/’. 

As in the period umnfiM 
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You were motivated by vision and 
entrepreneurial spirit when you built 
your boat. You knew . > however, tbe 
importance of having experienced, 
skilled professionals at your side. They 
provided innovative solutions every 
step of tbe way to assure your project's success. When you re mitigating the 
world’s financial markets, you 'll benefit from the same close personal 
relationships built on dialogue at Credit Lyonnais Private Banking. We listen 
well to our clients ' investment priorities before ue respoml with precise ansuvrs 
based on over 120 years of know-how. You can count on this total 
commitment to make sure you get where you want to go. 

A PARTNERSHIP 


IMM 

nraaoUra 


Un HHk Port SpM 
07167 02442 68636 02701 
10834183064 20.1215 262448 
03071 24981 22657 1S73S 
03388 24784 33719 33424 
aim 04875 09734 1.1765 
00407 03S74 03921 04731 

07844 M181U4372 

0.1138 — - 13992 13245 

10354 903748 120l49 

85831 73J027 82393 


Let's talk. 


CREDIT LYONNAIS 


Your partner 


8X0—8 on Draw 


13J4M 

tss 


113173 34.937 5.1494 558) 15936 0501157736 13— 1735S UfclO 

195648 £73422 85547 93275 27811' 1.1199335132 3.1337 28S08 23638 

938 11635 2359 1958 4532 16232 660 5737 064 07678 


Pnwre Banking Ikihbsoidml 

SwnzERUKD: Place Bb-Air, 1204 Cbihr til 41 22/705 62 06 • Headquarters rk Credit Ltoxmis Private Bvnhng IvnjwAnoML 
. Basle tel 41 61/284 22 22 • Zurich tel 41 1/217 86 86 • Luwm> tel 41 91/912 53 53 

Pars m. 33 1/42 9503 05 • IajXWBOURg tel 352/476 831 1 • Lomjontel 44 171/499 91 46 ■ Monaco ra_ 377/95 15 73 3 * 
Md«bwd»tsl 598 2/96 35 14 ■ Miami tel 1 305/375 78 00 • Hong Kong tel 8^2/28 26 ^ 88 • Singapore tel 65/535 65 51 


if *d\ nttv 






INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, TUESDAY JANUARY 12, 1999 


EUROPE 


I ^ k..*l *•> ♦*»'? 

Investor s Europe 



German and British Data Signal Slowdown 
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Source: Tg/e/am r tWemuiOMl BaaMTribanc 

Very briefly: 

• Sotiete do Louvre S A will not have to undergo a court 
audit, because a judge rejected the U.S. investor Asher Edel- 
man 's latest move in his challenge of the Taittinger family's 
control of the French hotel company. Mr. Edelman, who owns 
about 12 5 percent of Societe du Louvre and has tried three 
times to bay the company, had asked the court to look into the 
pay and benefits given to the Taittinger family. 

• Schneider S A, a French maker of electrical equipment, 
agreed to buy Lexei, a joint venture of NKT Holding AS of 
Denmaik and Ahktroem Oy of Finland, for 900 million euros 
(S1.0S billion) to expand its distribution of electrical plugs and 
switches. 

• The Czech jobless rate rose to 75 percent in December, a 
post-Connmuhst record, from 7 percent in November. 

• Bayer AG, the German chemical company, said its Agfa- 
Gevaext film unit would buy Sterling Diagnostic Imaging 
Inc. of the United States to expand its X-ray business. Sterling 
is a privately held maker of X-ray film and equipment with 
sates of about $500 million- Terms were not disclosed. 

• Continental AG, the German tiremaker, plans to invest 100 
million Deutsche maria ($59.1 million) to build a tire factory 
in Romania as it seeks to raise its output in Eastern Europe. 

• The Loudon Metal Exchange began an investigation into 

its al uminum futures market to determine whether prices are 
being manip ulated. Bloomberg, AFP 


Bloomberg Neva 

BONN — Key gauges of man- 
ufacturing activity fell in November 
in Germany and Britain, according 
to reports released Monday, in fur- 
ther signs that an economic slow- 
down is (along root across Europe. 

Germany said factory orders un- 
expectedly fell 1.5 percent in 
November, their second consecutive 
monthly drop, as both domestic and 
overseas demand stamped. Analysts 
had expected orders to rise slightly. 

The drop heightened concern (hat 
Europe’s largest economy was 
slowing faster than expected. That 
could raise pressur e on me European 
Central Bank, which manages mon- 
etary policy for the 1 1 countries wife 
a single c ur re n cy, to cut In teres t 


2 French Banks 
Plan to Link Up 

Bloomberg News 

PARIS — Groupe Basques 
Populates, a mutual bank, said 
Monday it was merging its cor- 
porate business with Natexis 
SA to enable the banks to cut 
costs and coordinate activities 
and faun France’s fburth- 
biggest publicly traded bank. 

Natexis, a publicly traded 
bank of which Banques Pop- 
ulaires owns 73.5 percent, will 
sell new shares as part of the 
merger. The new bank, to be 
called Natexis Basques Popu- 
lates, will have assets of 87 
bOHon euros ($101.4 billion). 


rates to sustain growth. The gov- 
emment expects Gennan economic 
growth to slow to 2.0 percent tins 
year from 2.8 percent in 1998, al- 
though some private economists 
predict growth of just 1.4 percent. 

“Manufacturing is in recession, 
and these figures will support tire 
i dea that there are further interest- 
rate cuts to come,” said Mark 
Miller, an economist at Morgan 
Stanley Dean Witter & Co. 

The slowdown is not limited to the 
11-nation euro zone; Britain said 
factory output fell in November fora 
fourth month in axow, with thestrong 


kmcombimngto reduce demand for 
British goods. The figures were seen 
by analysts as giving (he Bank of 


En gland more reason to cut interest 
rates to avert a recession. 

Pressure on exports also was seen 
in Germany, as foreign orders to Ger- 
man factories fell 2.4 percent in 
November from October, die second 
monthly decline. Domestic orders 
fell 05 percent in November, the 
ihml consecutive monthly drop. 

The decline in German orders 
was led by a 3 3 percent drop in 
orders for investment goods such as 
machine tools, with domestic cap- 
ital-goods orders, a key in d icator of 
future investment, felling 1.4 per- 
cent Oxdera for durable goods such 
as washing machines an ^ consumer 
products rose 1,1 percent. 

“All the figures confirm that the 
economy is weakening and risks to 


current growth forecasts are on the 
downside,” said Klaus Papenbrock, 
an economist at Deutsche Bank Re- 
search. He said he expected tire 
European Central Bank to cut in- 
terest rates “as early as February.” 

The 0.2 percent decline in British 
factory output in November was 
somewhat smaller than expected. 
Nonetheless, the British economy, 
Europe’s third-laigest after Germany 
and France, is expected to grow led 
than 1 percent tins year, hurt in par- 
ticular by the strength of the pound. 

‘The well-known problem of the 
strength of sterling is stffl vety much 
present,” said a spokeswoman fix' 
Albri^& Wilson, a Briti^dvvnicfll 
company that last week warned of a 
‘‘difficult trading en vir o nm ent.” 


Russia to Unfreeze Trading in Domestic Debt 


CaepBed br OwSeffPromMstaekut 

MOSCOW — Russia will resume 
trading its frozen domestic debt Fri- 
day, the central bank said Monday, 
more than five mouths after a dra- 
matic default that sent the country's 
economy into tallspin. 

The central hank said it wonld start 
trading new ruble bonds that were 
being swapped far the defaulted 
debt In addition, it will resume trad- 
ing in so-called OFZ bonds maturing 
after Dec. 31, 1999, cm which the 
government did not default. 

Russia defaulted on most of its 
Treasury bills, known as GKOs, and 
suspended trading in OFZs on Aug. 
17 as investors fled die debt market 
out of concern that the government 


could not raise enough money to 
mpw its obli gations 

The rfefanlterf debt was wrath 
around $40 billion at the time of the 
freeze, but with the resulting pinnge 
inihe value of the ruble, it is valued 
ar about $12 trillion. The ruble was 
steady Monday, with the dollar stay- 
ing at 23.39 rubles. 

Under restructuring terms offered 
by the government last year, holders 
of the frozen debt will receive 10 
percent of their investment in cash, 
20 percent in investment bonds and 
70 percent in new long-term, in- 
terest-bearing paper. 

The new bonds will probably 
drop in value as soon as they start 
trading as investors try to recoup 


some of their losses. Investor said. 
Foreign banks, which hold about 
one-third of tire 281 billion rubles 
($1251 billion) in defaulted debt, 
probably will tty to sell the bonds 
quickly, though they may have 
trouble finding buyers. 

Foreign investors are required to 
keep their ruble proceeds in special 
accounts limit their ability to 
take die money out of the country. 

Russian exporters also face tight 
currency restrictions, and the central 
bank tightened those controls 
Monday, saying it would require 
exporters to repatriate 75 percent of 
their haid-cunency revenues, up 
from tire previous limit of 50 per- 
cent (AFP, AP, Bloomberg) 


Enterprise and Lasmo Ponder a British Oil Combination 


CmplM Iff Oar Stiff From Dtipasdes 

LONDON — Two British oil and 
gas companies. Enterprise OH PLC 
and Lasmo PLC, said Monday that 
they were holding talks on a pos- 
sible combination aimed at facing 
the challenge of a deep slump in the 
oil market 

If Enterprise, the larger of tire two 
companies, agreed to buy Lasmo, tire 


transaction could be worth £910 mil- 
lion ($1.49 billion) or more. 

The companies said they were 


focus solely on oil production and 
not on refinmg or on selling fuel, so 
they have no other businesses to 
sheker them from low oil prices. 

Enterprise, which failed when it 


made a hostile bid for Lasmo in 
1994, warned that the latest talks 
could fall apart, too. 

This followed a statement by 
Lasmo on Sunday that it was con- 
sidering a merger with Enterprise or 
other companies as a way of im- 
proving ite competitiveness. 

Analysts said the announcements 
could lead to offers for the com- 


panies from larger oil firms. 

“This may well smoke out an- 
other offer,” said Tony Alves, an 
analyst with Henderson Crosthwaite 
Ltd. in London. “There are com- 
panies that are interested in either or 
both of these companies.” 

Lasmo shares rose 11 pence to 
close at 106, while Enterprise fell 5 
to 277. (AFR Bloomberg) 


company, 

($1.11 billion) on Monday for 
Frtgiioh China Clays PLC, a 
British maker of mineral 
products. 

Bnt English China Clays re- 
jected the offer, saying it “fads 
by a wide margin to reflect the 
value of the company's busi- 
ness and prospects.” . ' . 

frnetal said it was offering 
77S pence a share for the British 
company, a premium of 41 per- 
cent over the closing share price 
Friday. English China Clays 
shares soared 825 pence to 
close at 2425 Monday. 

foetal, which makes roofing 
tiles, slate and concrete com- 
ponents, has nearly doubled in 
size over tire past five years 
through a series of acquisitions. 

English China Clays is a 
leading maker of kaolin, a fine 
clay used in ceramics. Its stock 


past year, a move that analysts 
have attributed to the recession 
in Asia and the strength of tire 
pound, which has hurt export 
sales. 

Stuart McCarthy, an analyst 
at HSBC Holdings in London, 
said there would be “definite 
synergies” for Imetal in buying 
English China Clays. 

“People have been talking 
about a takeover of ECC for a 
long tune because of its low 
share price,” he said. 

Imetal said itapproached the 
company Wednesday to seek an 
a g reem en t on its proposed of- 
fer. but it said English China 
Clays, based in Reading, Eng- 
land, had responded that it 
would need “a significant 
time” to consider the ap- 
proach. (Bloomberg. AFP) 
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GITIC Move Irks 
Foreign Banks 

~ % Marie Landis 
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China’s Trade Surplus Tops $43 Billion 

Figure Sets a Record as Sales to Europe and US. Offset Asia’s Slide 


RtGE 13 


to claim system 

compa^S Sunday feat fee 


‘“TV,-™.* “ wu »» w “cn ioqj tJiiiion. 

ftnZSlil. 101 °f “S*” said one SxttivT* a 
financial company with loans outstanding to GfilC “The 

andunre spons ive to fee needs of the creditors ” 

wI » spoke on condition of anonymity, 
werc ,I»rticulariy shocked feat Beijingwas 
to repay loans feat had been registered wife fee 

? wiU . not M 0111 fordgowts who lend 
to provincial amraanies/ 

This is not a decision taken lightly, ” said Ti. Trim, 
who follows China for his own consulting firm in Hong 
Kong. It is obviously a setback for the banka. But the 
government probably took fee view feat fee banks needed 
to know there was risk to supporting these companies.” 
Still, some analysts said they doubted feat foreign 
creditors would cease lending to Chinese c ompanies. 
Ch mese o fficials have gone to pains to say that GtTIC’s 
bankruptcy is an individual case, rather than a harbinger 
of financial distress throughout state-owned c ompanies 
Although analysts warn feat other investment-trust 
compa nies may follow Gfl lC into insolvency, CHm« still 
seems stronger t h a n many other Asian economies. While 
Japan and other Asian countries are mired in recession, 
Beijing is predicting its economy will grow 7 percent in 
1999. In a display of its economic mnscle, China raised $1 
billion in a global bond offering last month 
“Bankers will go where the money is,” Mr. Tsim said. 
‘'Creditors may want extra guarantees, but how can yon 
ignore fee opportunities of fee China market?’ * 

But Gmc coaid serve as a case study of the dangezs of 
throwing money at Chinese ventures. The company was 
established in 1980 as fee mam fund-raising arm of fee 

I ^Ri^^fee boom in (China’s most economically fertile 
* region, GITIC expanded into just about anything, from 
securities to sOk. 

But by anhmm.it was sinking under billions of dollars 
of debts to creditors, and Beijing shot it down OcL 6. 


Ce^Hbf<krS*gfh»mPbpmba 

BEIJING — The trade ampins grew 
7.9 percent to a record $0.59 billion 
last year, the Chinese government said 
Monday, as rising sbogmeBts to Europe 
and North America coset fee effects of 
fe e recess ion in Asia. 

Exports inched up 05 percent to 
$183.76 billion, while imports fell 15 
pocezft to $140.17 taltion, fee official 
Xinhua press agency reported, quoting 
customs data. 

In 1 997, imports rose 25 percent and 
exports surged 20.9 percent. 

Trade volume fell 0.4 percent last 
year, the first drop in total imports and 
exports since 1983, fee report said. 

Asia’s economic troubles caused 
China’s trade with the region to shrivel 
last year after two decades of rapid 
growth. In the first mne months of 1998, 
exports to die rest of Aria fell 63 per- 
cent fiom die like period in 1997. 

Beijing compensated by prodding 
companies to export more to North 
America, Europe and other markets, 
causing trade imbalances wife those re- 
gions to expand. 

The trade surplus wife fee United 


States, for instance, rose 14.8 percent to 
$47.89 trillion in Ok first 10 months of 
.1998 from tbeHke period in 1997. the 
U.S. Department of Commerce reported 
last month. China tends to report a smal- 
ler surplus in its figures, but American 
wffiejak have said repeatedly that fee 
U.S. Congress will not accept a con- 
tinuing imbalance of trade feat runs 
about 5-to-l in China’s favor. 

China is one of fee worid’s 10 biggest 
trading nations, yet it is not a member of 
the World Trade Organization. Leading 
trading nations have said Beijing is not 
offering to open its en ough to 

grant it membership in the global trade 
body. 

The record Chinese trade surplus was 
bolstered by a surplus of about $23 
hfltinn m 'December alone, Xinhua 
s aid . 

Exports in December rose 43 percent 
from a year earlier, to $20 billion, then- 
first year-on-year increase in five 
months. Imports fell 7.4 percent, to 
$17.7 bQfioo, Xinhua said. 

Amid Aiti an economic crisis, fee 

government has adopted a variety of 
measures to stimulate exports. 


“Our exports witnessed an extremely 
sevens sifnation m 1998,” Xinhna said. 
“It’s a hard-won achievement to realize 
growth ia exports, although fee growth 
rate has slowed sharply from previous 
years.” 

At the same times, it said, a gov- 
ernment anti-smuggling drive begun 
last year had “effectively embed smug- 
gling activities.” (Bloomberg, Reuters) 

■ Improved Accounting Urged 

China must keep shareholders better 
mfefTpftd and fl fln flyrrliT*; inc br oker age 
industry if it hopes to attract investors, 
according to fee country's top securities 
regulator. The Associated ness repor- 
ted from Shanghai 

Zhou Zhengqing, chairman of fee 
China Securities Regulatory Commis- 
sion, made fee comments in a mooch 
™»rking 20 years of economic reforms, 
a state newspaper reported. 

Mr. Zhou called ou companies to 
improve fiMnriai re p ort in g to share- 
holders, and he urged executives to 
study a securities law issued tost month 
by the legislature feat banned insider 
trading. 
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LG’s Demand for Job Security 
Sets Back Talks With Hyundai 


Agenee Fmnee-Freste 

SEOUL — Talks b etw een fee South 
Korean conglomerates Hyundai and LG ou 
the details of their semiconductor xnoger 


Ltd demanded fitfi job security. 

LG said ft would not resume talks on fee 
semiconductor merger without a pledge 
from Hyundai to absorb all 9,600 em- 
ployees at LG Senricon and retain them for 
as long as seven years. 

“We will discuss details such as prices 
only after Hyundai agrees to hire all LG 
Senricon employees,” aid Kang YooShik, 
head of LG Group’s restructuring tram. 

He also called for payment in cash from 
Hyundai in return for fairing over LG 
Senricon. The Hwnanrig came five days 
after LG agreed to hand over control of its 


chip operations to Hyundai Electronics 
Indnstncs Co. Hyundai officials refused to 
saying only that talks should be 
completed tins month as agreed. 

Analysts have predicted difficulties for 
fee talks between fee groups, citing sharp 
differences over the valuation of LG Semi- 
con's assets. LG Group’s stock in its 
memoiy -drip business is believed by some 
to be worth around 1.3 triilionwoa($l.ll 
trillion). But LG has demanded more, and 
Hyuntbi officials say LG Senricon is over- 
estimating the value of its assets. 

The LG-Hyundai accord followed four 
months of talks about which of the com- 
panies would control fee new entity. Com- 
pletion of fee deal would mark fee first real 
progress in Seoul’s drive to consolidate its 
semiconductor industry. 


Thailand to Support 
Commodity Prices 

Bloomberg News 

BANGKOK — The government 
will intervene in trading of as many 
as five agricultural commodities zf 
needed to support prices and ensure 
that producers can at least break 
even. Finance Minister Tazrin Nim- 
manahacminda said Monday. 

The government will buy or sub- 
sidize production of rice, shrimp, 
rubber, pineapples and potatoes, 
Mr. Tarrin said. Thailand is the 
world’s largest exporter of rice, nat- 
ural rubber and canned pineapple. 

On Monday, the government 


from load formers whose earnings 
have plummeted as world rubber 
prices dropped mare than 40 percent 
in four months, in part because of 
weaker demand from Asia. 


Very briefly; 

• Thailand's Securities and Exchange Commission imposed 
a fine of 231 million baht (S5.8 million) on a director and a 
shareholder of Thai Telephone & Telecommunication PCL 
for using inside information to sell shares in 1996. 

• Sooth Korea's central bank more than tripled its forecast for 
growth in gross domestic product this year, to 3.2percent from 
a forecast of 1.0 percent in December. Bank of Korea cited 
higher industrial production and consumer spending as reas- 
ons for the revision. 

• Cemex SA of Mexico, the world’s third-laigest cement 
maker, agreed to pay JG Summit Holdings Inc. $400 million 
for a 99 percent stake in Apo Cement Corp., owner of the 
Philippines’ biggest cement factory. 

• Australia’s two best-known gold barons. Robert Champion 
de Crespigny and Joseph Gutnick. offered to buy the 60 
percent of Great Central Mines Ltd. they did not already 
own for 276 million Australian dollars ($175.5 million). 

• Malayan’s industrial output fell 4.7 percent in November 
from a month earlier, the third drop in four months and the 
largest one in nine months, as manufacturing slowed, fee 
Department of Statistics said. 

• Long-Term Credit Bank of Japan Ltd. chose Goldman, 

Sachs & Co. as financial adviser for the sale of the bank’s 
businesses. LTCB was declared insolvent and nationalized in 
October. AP. Bloomberg 
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■ Blue Chips Retreat, but Nasdaq Soars Again 
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NEW YORK — Bine-chip stocks 
pulled back from record levels 


senior 

itzKing 


Monday, but a rally in technology 
ires lifted the Nasdaq 



and Internet shares 
composite index into uncharted ter- 
ritory for a 10th consecutive ses- 
sion. 

At die dose, the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average was down 23.43 
points at 9,619.89, and the Standard 
& Para's 500 index was down 11.28 
at 1,263.81. 

Declining issues outnumbered 
advancing ones by a ratio of about 2- 
to-I on die New York Stock Ex- 
change. 

But the Nasdaq composite was up 
39.69 at 2384.10. Fueling the rise 
were sharp garris in tecfanol 
stocks, including Intel and 


every day," B 
equity analyst at 
Nussbaum. 

Intel, the biggest maker of com- 
puter chips, climbed 9% to 1397/16. 
After a surge in holiday computer 
buying, Intel is expected to report a 
sharp increase in its profit for the 
period. 


US- STOCKS 


Computer and Internet shares such 
as AmazorLcam, Yahoo! and In- 
foseek. 

“It just gets more incredible 


But blue-chip stocks were 
dragged down by concern that re- 
cent gains have made these shares 
too expensive, given the outlook for 

corporate profits. 

“Shares rose too far too fast in a 
remarkable week in the market,** 
said Franklin Morton, research chief 
at Arid Capita] Management in 
Chicago. 

American Express, which gained 
32 percent in the fourth quarter, was 
among the biggest detimexs in the 


Dow, falling 2W to 105 13/16. Gen- 
eral Electric, which rose 28 paceatin 
the quarter, fell 2 11/16 to 99 11/16. 

CampbeflSoupfoI17to45Wafter 
die company stud earnings in its 
1999 financial year would probably 
fall short of analysts’ expectations 
as the company cuts costs and re- 
duces s hipments of condensed soap 
in lheU-5. 

But General Motors rallied 6 to 
86 1/16 after a JP. Morgan Se- 
curities analyse, David 
raised hisl9! 
the automaker. 

Analysts noted that the losses in 
Other blue drips were subdued, giv- 
en foe size of the recent gains. 

“From time to time the excesses 
have to pause,” said Lany Wachtel, 
market analyst at Prudential Secur- 
ities. “But it isn’t like we’re getting 
clobbered here." 

Internet shares continued to 
surge. The onrline brokerage firm 


E*Trade Group jumped 20% to 8856 
after reporting a smaller-than-ejc- 
peered loss for its first quarter. 

America Online gained 1814 to 
164% after Jonathan Coheu, an ana- 
lyst at Merrill Lynch, said shares of 
foe No. 1 on-line service could reach 
195 in foe next 12 months. Mr. Co- 
hen reiterated his near-term “boy" 

. rating on the stock. 

Yahoo! surged 73% to 417 after 
foe company, which provides foe 
largest Internet directory, said it had 
signed a distribution agreement with 
International Business Machines to 
make the service available through 
IBM’s new Aptiva computers. IBM, 
meanwhile, rose 1% to 189 5/16. 

The prices of Treasury securities 
fell, with foe benchmark 30-year 
bemd down 14/32 point at 99 5/32. 
Hat pushed the yield up to 5.30 
percent from 5.26 percent. 

(AP, Bloomberg) 


Source: Bloomberg, Reuters 
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Lucent Sets a Deal and May Be Close to Another 


Very briefly: 


• Continental Airlines Inc. and Northwest Airlines Corp. 
are discussing a four-way alliance with Alitalia SpA and 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines NV, foe chief executives of foe 
European carriers said. 

• Bergen Brunswig Corp., foe third-largest U.S. drug whole- 
saler, will buy PharMerica Inc. for $1.4 billion in stock and 
assorneri debt to expand its offerings to elderly patients. 

• The Securities and Exchange Commission fined 28 Wall 
Street brokerages more than $26 million for alleged price-rig- 
ging on the Nasdaq Stock Market in an industrywide set- 
tlement closing a five-year case. The SEC also suspended 51 
individual traders from foe securities business. 

• Brazil’s government withheld J 1.7 million reals ($9.7 mil- 
lion) in tax payments to Minas Gerais state in retaliation for 
the state’s refusal to pay $15 billion in debt The dispute has 
sent Brazilian stocks and bonds plummeting. 

• Nabors Industries Inc, foe largest driller of land-based oil 

and natural-gas wells, will buy Pool Energy Services Cct, an 
oil-field services company, for $518 million in stock and 
assumed debt. Bloomberg 
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The Associated Pita 

LOS ANGELES — “A Civil Action" dominated the U.S. 
box office over the weekend, with a gross of $14.5 million. 

Following are foe Top 10 moneymakers, based on Sat- 
urday’s ticket sales and estimated sales for Sunday: 


l.AGtfB Adkm 

Taodialm PMurs 

n44mRton 

2. Potdi Adons 

Universal 

SUraBnon 

IStepaon 

Trfstar 

SSmOSan 

4. YouVeGaJMflB 

Warner Bras. 

srJmHBon 

S. The Pitnce at Egypt 

DtcamWorta Ptduws 

SSJBmHfan 

6 Mighty Joe Ytaang 

Walt Disney 

*4Jm«Ban 

7. A Bag's life 

Wa» Disney 

S44mHan 

& Shakespeare In Lew 

Miramax 

Sintaon 

8. The Faculty 

Dimension Flms 

S4miUan 

9. Enanqr of the Stale 

Touchstone PHores 

S3mVoi) 

9. Mel StorTrefc Insuirecflon 

Paramount 

53 irflDofi 


CatjMed by Oar Stiff From Oiipatckei 

NEW YORK — Lucent Tech- 
nologies Inc, the largest maker of 
telecommunications equipment in 
foe world, said Monday it was buy- 
ing Kenan Systems Corp., a pro- 
vider of billing software, for about 
$1.5 billion in stock. 

But Lucent was also reportedly 
on foe verge of a much larger deal 
for Ascend Communications Inc., a 
computer networking supplier 
based in Alameda, California. The 
Financial Times and USA Today 
reposted that Lucent was close to a 
deal to buy Ascend for as much as 
$16 billion. 

Lucent and Ascend declined to 
comment on 
But investors 

Ascend ’s stock price by $525 to 
lose at $76.6875. Lucent’s shares 
fell $2.3125 to $1224375. 

Under foe terms of the deal an- 
nounced Monday, Lucent will ex- 
change about 12.9 million shares of 
its stock for Kenan, which is 
privately held. Kenan will become a 
subsidiary of Lucent and retain its 
headquarters in Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, the companies said. 

Dan Stanrione, Lucent’s chief 
officer, said he expected 
acquisition to contribute to Lu- 
cent's growth outside the United 
States. 

Kenan's customers include com- 
munications carriers such as British 
Td^rommunicaticms PLC, MCL 
WorldCom Inc. and France Tele- 
com SA. Kenan customers outside 


the United States generate about 40 
percent of the company’s revenues. 

* ’We weren't a player in this busi- 
ness, so we decided to jump to the 
head of the pick by acquiring the 
hottest player in the business," Mr. 
Stanzione said. 

Adding Ascend, meanwhile, 
would give Lucent the powerful 
computer switches it needs to com- 
pete: with Cisco Systems Inc. in the 
market for Internet gear sold to 
phone companies. 

Ascend has developed a com- 
puter switch for routing large 
amounts of data on phone networks 
that Cisco will not be able to match 
until midyear, analysis have said. 


’If Lucent buys Ascend, they’ll 
« — , **-- 5 7 product 


be filling a key hole in their j_ 
line," sad Craig Johnson, principal 
analyst with Pita Group, a market- 
research concern. 

Since its spin-off from AT&T 
Corp. more than two years ago, Lu- 
cent has used its high-flying shares 
to buy companies that can give it 
new technology ani inroads to new 
customers. 

Lucent and Ascend have talked is 
the past, though foe companies have 
not been able to agree on a price, a 
person ftTnfflar with those earlier 
discussions said. 

Perhaps to clear the decks for 
such a deal. Ascend is expected eo 


announce soon that it is selling its 
Stratus Enterprise Computer Divi- 
sion for more than $100 million to a 


ivestmeot group. 
Ascend acquired the 


division 

when it bought Strains Computer 
Inc. for about $800 nrillian in Oc- 
tober. At the time. Ascend an- 
nounced it would sell all its non- 
tetecomflumications business units, 
including enterprise computing and 
software operations. The new com- 
pany, which will restore the name 
Stratus Computer and be based in 
Marlboro, Massachusetts, provides 
servers to large businesses. 

(AP. NTT, Bloomberg) 




A Graphics Highflier Comes Down to Earth 


By Elizabeth Corcoran 

Washington Pan Service 


SAN FRANCISCO — Years 
ago, Silicon Graphics Inc. «»di% a 
promise to its customers: to build 
powerful computers for displaying 
complex graphics at a price “for the 
masses." 

On Monday, executives say, it 
made good on that pledge. 

Silicon Graphics rolled out foe 
first in a new lute of computers that 
use Intel Corp.’s microprocessors 
and Microsoft Crap, ’s Windows NT 
operating system. It is a dramatic 
change for a company that has long 
prided itself on building its systems 
around its own computer chips and 


software. The move also represents, 
the company hopes, the best way for 
returning to profitability. Silicon 
Graphics lost $44 millioo on sales of 
$616 million in tire quarter that 
ended Sept 30, foe most recent in a 
chain of red-ink quarters. 

The new products “will allow us 
to rejuvenate our business," espe- 
cially in desktop systems, said tire 
company's chief executive, Richard 
BeRuzzo. 

In the early 1990s, Silicon Graph- 
ics was a highflier, providing the 
horsepower fra- some of foe early 
pioneers in computer graphics. 

But in recent years, as conven- 
tional personal computer chips and 
software became more powerful. 


Silicon Graphics technology began 
to look expensive. 

“The worid is very different now 
than five years ago," said Todd 
Johnson, senior vice president for 
worldwide marketing. The com- 
pany discovered that providing the 
very best technology — at a premi- 
um price — was not enough to guar- 
antee financial success. 

The point of the announcement 
Monday, he said, is that Silicon 
Graphics is determined to match the 
low prices of competitors such as 
Intergraph Corp. and Dell Computer 
Carp. By around tire year 2000, he 
expects that Siticon Graphics* entire 
line of computers will be based on 
Intel and Microsoft technology. 


Goldman 
Co- Chief 


Steps Down 


NEW YORK —-Jon Corzine 
resigned Monday as co-chief 
executive of Goldman, Sachs 
Group LP after tire investment 
bank's bond business posted 

» * 1 *- ■** - — 1 — - C-. 


ler&tiins plans togo public. 

Mr. CoczUte, 52, will keep 
his job as co-chairman with 

Henry Paulson, 52, who be- 
comes foe sole chief executive 
at foe biggest Wall Street part- 
nership. Mr. Confine will step 
away from day^o-day operat- 
ing responsibilities to guide tire 
Ann’s plans to sell stock to tire 
public for the first tune and 
dissolve Goldman's 130-year- 
old partnership, foe finn said.. 

“I believe this is in foe best 
long-term, interest of foe firm .” 
Mr. Confine said in a statement. 


'As we transition management 
at foe top, Z will now concen- 
trate my energies on success- 
fully completing our initial 
public offering.” 

Goldman canceled the offer- 
ing in September after trading 
losses slashed fourth-quarter 
pretax profit 81 percent to $107 
million, the firm's worst per- 
formance since 1994. 

A company statement did not 
say when Goldman might again 
attempt its offering, but a 
source close to foe company 
said it would probably be this 
spring because of strong results 
for the quarter ending Feb. 28. 

John Thain, 43, and John 
Thornton, 45, were named co- 
chief operating officers, and the 
firm created a 15-member mon- 
ths 


executive committee, 
them up to lead the firm jointly 
one day, tire Goldman source 
said. Mr. Thain was Goldman’s, 
chief financial officer, and Mr. 
Thornton bad been in charge of 
international operations. 

Some executives have said 
Goldman coukl have a market 
value of $30 billion. The firm 
canceled tire public offering 
days after 14 banks and hreker- 
ages, including Goldman, bailed 
out Lom-Toto Capital Manage- 
ment LP, a hedge fund that lost 
more than $4 billion on bonds. 
Goldman, under Mr. Comne, 
made many of the same bets as 
foe fond, executives said. 

(AP, Bloomberg, Reuters) 
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Bloomberg New 
HOUSTON — Compaq 
iter Crap, agreed 
ky to buy Shop- 
piiig.com for $220 millioa in 
cash to expand its Internct- 
commerce offerings. 

Compaq, a maker of per- 
sonal computers and servers, 
said it would acquire all tire 
shares outstanding of Shop- 
ping, com, an on-fiue retailer 
based in Corona dd Mar. 
California, fra $19 each. 

Shopping.com shares rose 
$5.40625 to close at 
$18.59375- Compaq ad- 
vanced $2.75 to $48.25. 

Shopping.com will com- 
plement Compaq's AltaVista, 
a site for seanfoing tire In- 
ternet, Craqpaq said. Alta- 
Vista links to shopping sites 
run by Compaq partners. 

Compaq, based in Hous- 
ton, is looking to lure more 
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consumers with on-line shop- 
ping and search capabilities, 
and dying to show its cor- 
porate customers that it can 
run an decfoxmic-comxnezce 
site that serves millions. 

"AltaVista, is underutil- 
ized," said Bill Milton, an 
analyst at Brown Brothers 


Hardman & Co. in New; 
York. "It’s such a small in- 
vestment for these guys, it’s 
almost a no-lose situation." : 
The U.S. Securities and Ex', 
change Commission has bees ' 
investigating possible market 
manipulation of Shop- 
ping. corn's shares since eariy 
last year. Trading in Shopr' 
ping .corn’s shares was halted 
by foe SBC fra two weeks in 
March after it became sospi-v 
cions of wild swings in foe 
company’s stock price. It 1 ’ 
traded as high as $39 on Marriv 
20, more than double foe pro-' 
posed acquisition nice. » 
la September, foe SEC acv 
cased Shoranng.com’ s iuV- 
derwriter, Waldron & Co. v oL 
cheating investors by artifi * 
daily pumping up its shares 
price. Its initial public offer-* 
mg of l .3 million shares at $SC 
in November 1997 n 
$10.6 million after fees. 

The company had a 
stive net worth as of Oct 3L, 
with its liabilities exceeding 
assets by $3.6 million. Its loss ■ 
for its thud quarter, which 
ended Oct. 31, widened to . 
$5.7 rnfflion from $1.3 minirwr 
in tire year-earlier period. 
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Tiptoeing Through the Minefield: Fund Chiefs Pick Next Hot Spots 


By Rick Gladstone 

York Tunas Sm icr 

NEW YORK — South Korea is ro~ 
vivmg, Thailand is not for 

B “S p * “JX be less sexy than it tofa 

pto a pit foil of spikes. 

These are the themes that emerge 
from a sampling of some top-perform- 
jng international fund managers 

thc foimh quarter of 
1998 and the longer term. 

; Burned by bad bets the past two years 

m Eastern Europe, Asia and Latin 
America, they are treading carefully 
through the global economic uncertain- 
ties looming this year, with few taWno 
big gambles. 

Within the countries they deem less 
risky, the professionals see some un- 


dervalued stocks, but they are concen- 
trating mainl y on relatively strong, es- 
tablished businesses that appear to be iir 
the best positions to weather unforeseen 
storms. 

Finding relative safety in emerging 
ptarisets is the bigger challenge 
“There’s some value to be found in die 
wreckage, but it’s worrisome,” said 
IJlia Clemente, chief executive of 
Cle men te Capital, a New York-based 
investment company. She manage? Qt_ 
izens Global Equity fund and other in- 
ternational funds. . 

Ms. Clemente said that although she 
had seen some improvement in Asia, 
“we have just stayed away from the 
volatility in Russia.” 

“We used to be overweighted in Lat- 
in America, and now we’re not,*’ she 
said. “All the uncertainty remains 
high.” 

Many managers see the best pro- 
spects in three market areas: South 


Korea, Thailand and the major eco- 
nomies of Europe. 

- • - • 9 

South Korea: If there is any con- 
sensus about where opportunity may lie 
Aisyear.ir is here; A year after it verged 
on default, Sooth Korea has reduced 
indebtedness, upgraded its credit rating, 
stabilized its currency, reduced interest 
rates and begun the steps deemed ac- 
cessary by tte International Monetary 
Fund to restore economic vitality. 

The government started restructuring 
the unwieldy conglomerates, or chae- 
bol, considered largely responsible for 
the country’s economic problems. 
Many of the businesses emerging from 
that streamlining are basically sound, 
and their stocks trade at big discounts. 

“Six months ago, everyone assumed 
South Korea’s re stru c turi ng would fail, 
and now it’s starting to dawn on every- 
one that it might work,” said Mark 
Headley, a co-manager of the Matthews 


* By Doreen Carvajal 

New York Timex Service 

NEW YORK — For Amazon.com, 
the best-seller that really mattered last 
week was not a book title, but the com- 
pany’s stock. Whether it was simply 
more Internet frenzy or a further sign 
that on-line commence may require its 
own investment calculus, the company’s 
shares had a remarkable run. 

Amazon.com Inc., an Internet book- 
seller that has yet to report a profitable 
quarter since going public in May 1997, 
saw its share price soar nearly 50 per- 
cent in the first trading week of the new 
year. Since the beginning of December, 
(he stock has climbed 150 percent. 

Some of the run-up last week came in 
response to news — a stock split, word 
of robust holiday sales of the company’s 
books and compact disks, a deal to 
5$\quire a new warehouse. But mainly, 
optimistic investors seemed willing to 
buy Amazon.com shares at any price. 

• At one point Friday, Amazon. corn’s 
total stock market value surged past $30 
billion, making it worth more than a 
major industrial company such as 
Texaco Inc. Even after some investors 
had second thoughts and the stock re- 
treated sharply from its high point, 
Amazon .corn's market value of $25.4 
billion was still more than the total of 
two leading conventional retailers. JiC. 
Penney Co. and Kmart Corn. 

Amazon.com ’s shares closed Friday 
at $160.25, up $1375 for the day. after 
trading as high as $199,125. The stock 


was at $176, up $15.75, in afternoon 
.trading Monday. 

Some analysts say this unrestrained 
enthusiasm despite the company’s lack of 
profit may reflect investors^ appreciation 
tor Amazon. corn’s sales mnmwitnm and 
the value of its dominant p osi tion as the 
leatfing electronic bookseller. 

On Friday, for example. Broad- 
cast, com Inc„ which provides video and 
audio programs on the Internet, saw its 
shares soar $6530, or 49.6 percent, to 
close at $197.50, after trading as high as 
$230. In the absence of news that would 
justify such a surge, Nasdaq officials 
asked the company to offer an explan- 
ation, but Broadcast.com declined to 
provide one. (The company announced 
a 2-for-l stock split Monday, and its 
stock was surging a g ain, up $56,625 at 
$254,125 in afternoon trading.) 

Id such a context, some Internet beam 
see more greed than logic in the met- 
eoric rise of Amazon.com. 

“How can you explain this beha- 
vior?” said Rick Beny, an analyst in 
Atlant a with J. P. Turner & Co_, who is 
advising investorsto sell Amazon.com ’s 
stock! “It is avarice in its most pure 
form. It’s the 'greater fool’ theory, 
which is that someone buys stock in the 
hope that someone is going to crane from 
behind and buy it for even more.” 

. Mr. Beny said the market surge last 
week in Amazon would probably rep- 
resent a buying climax, and be said be 
expected the. stock to start fallmg 30 
percent to 50 percent in the first quarter. 

But other analysts see an underiying 


logic, even if h does not conform to 
conventional investing theory. 

On Tuesday, with Amazon. corn's 
stock price booming and the Seattle* 
based company announcing a 3-for-l 
stock split, Amazon.com said its fourth- 
quarter sales had quadrupled to $250 
million as its electronic “store” drew 
more than a million new customers in the 
holiday season, when it started expand- 
ing its product lines to include stuffed 
toys and consumer electronic goods. 

That expansion impresses Derek 
Brown, an analyst with Volpe Brown 
Whelan in San Francisco, who said in- 
vestors were speculating on the com- 
pany’s future prospects. 

“Amazon’s sales have gone from 
nowhere to $250 million,” said Mr. 
Brown, who added that its fourth -quarter 
sales had exceeded his expectations by 
30 percent Co 40 percent “They're on a 
run rate for a billion dollars a year. That 
revenue used to be going to traditional 
booksellers. I think Amazon is taking 
market share and expanding the market, 
and the question is. who are they taking 
market share from?” 

The third-place Internet bookseller. 
Borders Group, has suffered from the 
view that the bookstore c hain has not 
invested aggressively enough in the In- 
ternet. Its new chief executive, Philip 
Pfeffex, said in late December that the 
company needed to start doing more to 
promote its activities on the Internet 
even as it continued a rapid international 
expansion of its stores. 

Barnes & Noblelnc. has seen its own 
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Korea and Matthews Pacific Tiger 
funds, both of winch ranked among the 
top international stock funds in the final 
quarter of 1998, largely because of a 
resurgence in South Korean stocks. 

Mr. Headley said he especially liked 
Samsung Electronics, a leading maker 
and exporter of televisions, computers, 
memory chips and telecommunications 
equipment that has benefited from the 
overhaul of the chaebol. It is attractive, 
he said, because the electronics business 
has been separated from a financially 
distressed sibling. Samsung Automot- 
ive, which is no longer a drag on the 
stock. Its price more than doubled to 
79,000 won ($67) at year-end from 
32399 won in September. 

“Samsung is the obvious big blue 
chip, but you start realizing there are a 
lot of situations like that,” Mr. Headley 
said. 

He also likes Hana Bank, a survivor 
in a drastic winnowing of South Korean 
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electronic store remain lodged in the 
No. 2 spot and is losing money itself. 
But Bertelsmann AG of Germany is its 
new partner in the venture, and Ber- 
telsmann’s new chief executive, 
Thomas Middelhoff, predicts that 
BamesandnobIe.com will overtake 
Amazon.com next year. 

Last week, Barnes & Noble an- 
nounced that its on-line sales in the sev- 
en-week holiday period that ended Jan. 2 
rose to $17.8 million, nearly quadruple 
the year-earlier total. 

But can the more traditional book- 
sellers beat the upstart Amazon.com in 
the publicity wars? 

“I think one of the biggest reasons 
behind Amazon’s success is the fact ihat 
they do have brand momentum — 
Amazon gets a tremendous amount of 
free publicity,” Mr. Brown said. “In- 
vestors could lose interest in them, but 
right now they are the dominant e-com- 
merce player, and there is little to sug- 
gest that they won’t be dominant in the 


banks. Hana’s stock finished 1998 at 
13300 won, more than doubling after 
early November. Even so. it still trades 
at less than 12 times 1999 estimated 
earnings, about half the ratio of many 
large U.S. commercial banks. 

Mr. Headley said he began accruing 
Samsung shares a number of years ago. 
when they traded at roughly 100 .DUO 
won, and Hana shares in laie 1997. when 
they cost about 5.000. Although he de- 
clined to specify where he thinks either 
stock is going thds year, Mr. Headley said, 
“I think the Korean market in general has 
the potential to double again.” 

• 

Thailand: The first of the Asian eco- 
nomies to plunge into crisis in 1997 
when its currency, thc baht, rambled in 
value. Thailand is also among the first to 
show promise of a comeback. 

Ms. Clemente, w ho recently relumed 
from a three-week trip to Asia, said the 
economic outlook for Thailand was 

Very briefly: 

• Assets managed by direct-marketed, 
or no-load, fund companies in 40 Ukt 
and defined -contribution retirement 
plans nearly quadrupled to $52.9 billion 
m 1997 from $13.6 billion in 1*^6 and 
accounted for 49.4 percent of al! money 
flowing into such lunds. according to a 
study by Cerulli Associates, a research 
and consulting firm in Boston. Al- 
though 1998 numbers are not yet avail- 
able, the trend is believed to have to 
continued last year, the company said. 

• The Vinik Partners hedge fund, 
managed by Jeffrey Vinik. rose about 45 
percent after fees, beating the 199S re- 
turns of both thc Standard & Poor's 500 
Index and his former fund. Fidelity In- 
vestments' flagship Magellan Fund. 

• The Kansas City Board of Trade is 
trying to find out whether investor en- 
thusiasm for Internet-related stocks 
spills over to futures and options. If 
federal regulators give the go-ahead, the 
exchange will offer options and the 
first-ever futures lied to Internet shares, 
based ou an index of 50 stocks such as 
Amazon.com, which sells books and 
compact disks over the Internet, and 
Lycos Inc., a Web navigator. 

• Japanese investors bought a net 

970.4 billion yen ($8.7 billion 1 of for- 
eign bonds in December as investors 
sought higher returns overseas. In- 
vestors also bought a net 103.6 billion 
yen of foreign stocks last month, the 
Ministry of Finance said in a prelim- 
inary report. Final figures for December 
will be released in February. Foreign 
investors bought a net 78.8 billion yen 
of Japanese bonds and 94.8 billion yen 
of Japanese stocks in December, the 
ministry said. Blt\*nber$. nyt 


slowly improving, the baht bad 
strengthened, and the “real economy" 
was is "show ing signs of bottoming 
out." 

Ms. Clemente said she liked three 
Thai stocks that stood to benefit from an 
economic revival: BEC World PCL, a 
leading entertainment conglomerate 
that has a government concession for 
one of the country's four television 
channels: Bangkok Bank PCL. the most 
dominant of the three big Thai banks, 
and Siam Cement Co., a leading maker 
of construction materials, auio ac- 
cessories and petrochemicals. 

BEC and Bangkok Bank shares per- 
formed poorly in 199S, but shares of 
Siam, which as a construction company 
is considered a leading economic in- 
dicator, more than doubled in thc last 
quarter, to 560 baht t$16i. Ms. Clem- 
ente said the stock could reach 1.000 
baht in the next 12 to 18 months. 

She said shares of BEC, which closed 
the year at 200 baht, could rise to 360, 
and that Bangkok Bank, which finished 
1998 at 52 baht, could reach 100. 

• 

Europe: Invigorated by optimism 
over its new 1 1 -nation single currency, 
the euro. Europe Mill appears to hold 
much promise. But some global fund 
managers are restrained in their opin- 
ions. partly because the economic ef- 
fects of monelary union are not yet 
clear. There is also continuing uncer- 
tainty over the Russian economy and 
how any further deterioration could af- 
fect Germany, an important Russian 
trading partner. 

Given that, some fund managers are 
looking mainly at big European-based 
multinational businesses that can do 
well whether or not Europe prospers 
Steve Silverman, portfolio ntanager of 
the Merrill Lynch Global Value C fund, 
said he favored a couple of big 
European companies: Cadbury 

Schweppes PLf of Kriiain :ind Nestle 
SA of Switzerland. 

Although both are essentially in the 
food business, Mr. Silverman said. Cad- 
bury's strength is its Dr Pepper brand, 
one of the world’s fastest-growing soft 
drinks, while Nestle ‘s is its successful 
diversification away from its historical 
mainstay, coffee. 

His fund has been buying both stocks 
in thc paM few years, and they have 
appreciated sharply. Cadhur> rose 
nearly 70 percent last year, and Nestle 
rose nearly 42 percent. 

Other managers are more exposed to 
thc European "economics, belting that 
the long-term benefits of the euro will 
make the current prices of some stocks 
look low in a few years, particularly 
those of the large and technologically 
advanced companies that will find it 
more efficient to do business in one 
currency in place of 1 1 . 



FOOD AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

Business and Industry, Hospitals. Clinics. Retirement Homes. Schools Colleges Universities 
REMOTE SITE MANAGEMENT • SERVICE VOUCHERS AND CARDS • RIVER CRUISES 


Focus on synergies, 


organic growth and cash flow 


"Sodexho Alliance's philosophy is designed to 
satisfy its clients, meet the aspirations of its 
employees, and to create value for its share- 
holders. To meet these expectations, we have 
made Sodexho a growth company n . 

Pierre BELLON 
Chairman and CEO of Sodexho Alliance. 

A STRONG GROWTH 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 97/98 

Including Sodexho Marriott Sendees since March 
28, 1998. 


> Consolidated sales revenues . . . FRF 41 billion (+39%1 
of which more than 86% come from outside France. 

Growth breakdown : 

oiganic growth 9% 

acquisitions 32% 

of which 29% due to NoHi America 

currency effect "2% 

> Operating profit FRF 1.96 billion (+ 41 %J 

I Recurring Group share 

consolidated net Income . . . FRF 640 million [+ 19 %) 

I Group share of consolidated 
net income FRF 550 million 

I Dividend per share FRF 830 

+ the associated tax credit of FRF 4.40 

Total dividend per share FRF 13.20 

1 18 700 units in 66 countries 
1 250 000 employees 


A decisive event in Sodexho's history: the merger 
of its North American Food and Management 
Services business with that of Marriott Management 
Services. 

Creation of Sodexho Marriott Services on March 27, 
1998; Sodexho Alliance is the largest sharehol- 
ders with a 48,4% interest. 


Avery clear 

STRATEGY 

To pursue the current phase of 
consolidation with a focus on: 

I development of synergies in every aspect of our 
business, 

I organic growth speed up. 

» cash flow improvement. 

Positive outlook 

For the current fiscal year, based on currently avai- 
lable data and on exchange rates on Sept.l, IW8, 
when fiscal year began, consolidated sales reve- 
nues should reach FRF 57 billion, operating profit 
is expected to exceed FRF 3 billion and recurring 
earnings per share should increase by 20%. 

A successful organic growth. 


Food and Management Services: 

Alcatel corporate headquarters 1 1 ,000 people) and 
the schools of Marseille (30,000 students) and 
Grenoble (8.000 students) in France; Axa (8 sites 
and 5,000 people) In the United Kingdom; Sabena 
in Belgium; Philips headquarters in Amsterdam 
and the Haagse-Hogeschool in the Netherlands 
(15,000 students); Danderyd Hospital in Sweden 
(400 beds); and La Compania Mlnera Antamina in 
Peru (5,000 people). 

Service Vouchers and Cards: 

The Belgian Post Office In Brussels (20,000 users) 
and the Association of State of Rio Grande Do Suft 
Companies in Brazil (500.000 users). 


* * * 

* 

Sodexho 

ALLIANCE 

We male a world of difference 


m j 


mm 


Sodexho Alliance worldwide leader in food 
and management services 


BP 100 - 78883 SAINT-OUENT1N-YVEUNES CEDEX - Phone: +33 1 30 85 74 74 - Fax: +33 I 30 85 5 1 81 

Internet ■- http:ZAyww.sodexho.com 
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CXJBA: Dollars Are In, and Divisions Grow 


Continued from Page 1 


tribute rations of subsidized food and to 
provide free housing, medical care and 
education, most people cannot make 
ends meet on salaries or pensions 
alone. 

Government stores are nearly bare, 
and the food in farmers' markets is 
relatively expensive because of onerous 
taxes on the vendors. Only people who 
get dollars from relatives abroad or tips 
from tourists can afford to live de- 
cently. 

“One head of garlic costs a half day’s 
salary,'* lamented one man in his dOs 
who was shopping at a fanners* market 
in of Ciego de Avila, and who asked not 
tot"* identified. * *We go hungry, or we 
invent a way to live, to somehow get 
dollars through contraband, whatever it 
takes. Here, no one lives on their salar- 
ies alone.” 

The roots of the economic malaise go 
back to 1991, when $4 billion in annual 
Soviet aid suddenly evaporated. By 
1993, the centrally planned economy 
had shrunk 35 percent, and the island’s 
1 1 million inhabitants were squeezed as 
never before. Prices skyrocketed. Han- 
ger became common. Factories closed 
for lack of spare parts. Thousands of 
Cubans began fleeing to the United 
States on rafts. 

Since the crisis hit, Mr. Castro has 
consistently blamed the U.S. embargo 
for his people's hardships, accusing 
Washington again and again of “wa- 
ging economic war.” 

Nevertheless, Mr. Castro, who re- 
mains a die-hard Marxist, reluctantly 
adopted Limited free- market reforms. 
The dollar was legalized, and Cuba 
opened its doors to foreign investors 
willing to enter joint ventures. The gov- 
ernment has since poured capital into 
tourism, building several hotels — 
mostly with European and Canadian 
partners — and restoring historic sec- 
tions of Havana 

Desperate for foreign exchange, Mr. 
Castro’s managers set up stores con- 


trolled by quasi-stare enterprises that 

accept only hard currency. 

The stale-owned hotel and dollar- 


store chains compete to some degree 
with each other, and the government has 
tried to bolster productivity at state 
factories and collective farms, giving 
managers more power to hire, fire and 
set productivity goals and in some cases 


pegging salaries to production. Some 
workers now receive bonuses and other 


incentives. 

Mr. Castro has also allowed people to 
start up small businesses — although 
they cannot expand or employ anyone 
but family members. More man 160,000 
people now operate private restaurants, 
workshops, schools, shoe-repair places 
or caffe. Spare rooms in houses can be 
rented. Artisans can hawk their wares to 
tourists. 

The government also established 
markets where farmers could sell the 
produce they have left over after they 
have supplied the state with its quota. 

Despite these elements of private en- 
terprise, Cuba's remains essentially a 
communist system. Jose Luis Rodrig- 
uez, minister of economy and planning, 
said last week that die reforms had been 
intended to allow some private employ- 
ment without dropping the state’s com- 
mitment to cradle-to-grave social se- 
curity. free education and free health 
care. * * We are not going to convert to a 
market economy,” be said. 

The vast majority of workers still 
receive low state salaries in pesos. Net 
profits from hotels and dollar shops go 
directly into the central bank, where 
they are available to help finance the 
government, diplomats say. In return, 
every Cuban family gets rations of rice, 
peas, milk and other staples at enormous 
discounts and is expected to live on state 
salaries. 

In general, the state discourages 
private enterprises by taxing them heav- 
ily on expected earnings rather than on 
actual sales. 

“One makes just enough to live, no 
more.” said Victor Rodriguez, whose 



AIRBUS: Firm Reaches a Market Goal 


Continued from Page 1 


Moioacy/Tbr New Yojfc Ttoct 

Customers buying cigarettes at a state store in Havana, where prices are 
subsidized for the few items on the shelves. Since legalization of the 
dollar, hard-currency stores laden with merchandise have opened. 


Mr. Forgeard said he had nothing new 
to report on the $10 billion project to 
build a 550-seat plane, the AjXX. that 
would compete with the 747 jumbo, Boe- 
ing's main cadi cow. The plane is widely 
known as the “Boeing-beater” and is an 
important component of Airbus's inten- 
tion to occupy half the global market, 
both in toms of output and of value. 

The Airbus president said that design 
work was "more and more ready" and 
that the company was receiving suf- 
ficient assurances from airlines to be 
able to proceed with confidence. Airbus 
envisages sales of 1 300 of the ultralarge 
planes, but Boeing says such a market 
does not exist and plans to revamp the 
30-year-old 747 instead of developing a 
new jet. 

Cancellation of orders for the 747 
because of the downturn in Asia was one 


of the causes for the sharp drop in prof- 
Boeing last year. Mr. Leahy 


family runs a restaurant in Havana that 
die state limits to 12 sears and taxes at 
$200 a month. * ‘It lets us live a little less 
smothered.” 

With tiie sugar industry in a steady 
decline for nearly a decade, the new 
Cuban economy is driven largely by a 
$1.4 billion tourist industry, remittances 
from Cubans abroad and hard-currency 
tips from tourists. 

Cuban economists estimate that 
nearly half the country is earning some 
income in dollars. 

For years, it was often said about Mr. 
Castro’s Cuba that everything was 
shared equally, even the poverty. Since 
the legalization of the dollar, however, 
the society has splimered- 

"We have two markets, segregated, in 
dollars and in pesos," said Antonio 
Romero, a University of La Habana eco- 
nomist. * ‘ We are in the presence of a dual 
economy, a dual economy that from my 
perspective is the most complex problem 
tiie Cuban economy has today." 


Elizabeth Noreiga, 50, stood in the 
state bodega known as Uni dad 303-04 
in Havana Vieja, or Old Havana, wait- 
ing for a clerk to measure out her rations 
of rice, peas and sugar. 

On one wall was a blackboard listing 
the store's few items, their subsidized 
prices and how much each family was 
allowed. No meat or vegetables were 
available, though tobacco was. The 
dingy shelves were virtually empty save 
for forlorn boxes of cigarettes, matches, 
a bottle of nun and a few small packages 
of evaporated milk. 

The clerk measured out 2.5 kilograms 
(5 pounds) of rice for Mrs. Noreiga’s 
household of five people and then a 
kilogram of peas, ma rking them down in 
her soiled ration book in penciL With 
her rice ration, she said, "you can’t 
make it through the month, and you 
can’t eat only rice." She and her hus- 
band, a dock worker, have a combined 
income of only about S5 a month in 
Cuban pesos, she said. 


itability at _ 
said Airbus had - lost *17 firm orders 
because of the Asia crisis but added that 
all were for smaller, single-aisle aircraft 
and tint the cancellations bad not had a 


serious impact on the company. 

Mr. Forgeard attributed part of Air- 


bus’s success to large sales in Latin 
America, which used to be considered 
Boeing’s backyard, and in the United 
States itself. 


He said tin' company received Uata 
from 14 new- customers m i I**. m- 
c lulling British Ainvaxs PLC. whkh 
had been an all-Bocms airline 

SDcakiila! at •* news eorttciviKv. Mr. 
Forgeard also said he had nothing to 
report on plans to turn Airbus into a 
regular corporation troni the current 
structure that groups the interests of its 
four partners — Aero-ratiale of France, 
British Aerospace PLC, Duimlcr- 
Chrysler Aerospace AG of Germany 
and Constniccione. Aerotwuhc-is SA 
Spain. Airbus has made all ihc neces- 
sary accounting, technical and juridical 
preparations, he said, and lunher pro- 
gress is up to the partners. 

He acknowledged that rho^ consor- 
tium could achieve greater efficiencies 
as a corporation, but by some estimates 
Airbus workers already arc about 50 
percent more productive than tiwir op- 
posite numbers at Boeing. 

According to Mr. Leahy, an Amer- 
ican, the Airbus philosophy is to have a 
smaller, highlv trained work force, 
rather than hiring and firing workers ^ 

the business cycle rises and falls. 

Airbus benefits from being a younger 
company that has been able to lake 
greater advantage of modem techno- 
logy, experts say. ineluding more ex- 
tensive use of ’automation to offset 
Europe’s higher wage and social se- 
curity costs. 
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Sports 


World Roundup 


A Delay in France 

atmjttvcs A French court 
delayed Its decision on Monday in a 
case that could open the door to 
many East European athletes seek- 
ing work in the European Union. 

The lawsnit was brought by the 
Polish basketball player Lilia 
Malaja, who has been offered a 
contract by Racing Club de Stras- 
bourg bat has not been able to play 
because of curbs on the number of 
foreigners allowed to represent 
French teams. 

No contract barriers are in place 
for European Union citizens, and 
Malaja, 31, has asked a court in the 
eastern French city of Strasbourg to 
overthrow restrictions imposed on 
East Europeans. 

A verdict had been scheduled for 
Monday, but the court is not now 
expected to give its opinion until 
either Tuesday r 'Vednesday, ac- 
cording to MaJiija'i lawyer. 

A Victory and a Run 

tennis Alex Corretja, the world 
No. 3, made a winning start to the 
new year on Monday, beating the 
German Hendrik Dreekmann, 4-6, 
6-3, 6-3, in a first- round match at 
die Sydney International. 

After winning in temperatures 
pushing into the high 30s centi- 
grade (90s Fahrenheit). Corretja 
was ordered to run around a nearby 
park for 30 minutes by his fitness 
trainer. 


Panel Links 8 Members 
Of IOC to Bid Scandal 

Two Committee Members Deny Allegations 


BnduEapMtfAP 

Alex Corretja cooling down 
during his match on Monday. 


By /ere Longman 

New fork Times Service 

NEW YORK — An internal ethics 
panel of the Salt Lake City Olympic 
Organizing Committee has linked eight 
members of die International Olympic 
Committee to a scandal involving cash 
payments, free medical care, tuition 
payments and excessive gifts during the 
bidding for the 2002 Winter Games, an 
Olympic official said. 

The official also said Roger Jackson, 
a Canadian, had emerged as a possible 
interim chief operating officer of the 
Salt t-ake Organizing Committee as it 
seeks replacements for its top two or- 
ganizers, who resigned on Friday. Mr. 
Jackson was described as a member of 
the organizing committee of die 1988 
Winter Games in Calgary, Alberta. 

Tom Welch, who beaded the Salt 
Lake City bid committee, tokl The 
Desert News of Salt Lake City that he 
made a $50,000 cash payment to Jean- 
Claude Gang a, an IOC member from 
Congo Republic, and contributed 
$10,000 to the mayoral campaign of 
Sergio Santander Fantini, an IOC mem- 
ber from Santiago, Chile. 

[Mr. Ganga denied any wrongdoing in 
a weekend interview with French radio. 
The Associated Press reported Monday 
from Paris. “I have done nothing 
wrong,’ ’ he said. * 4 1 will not become rich 
because I voted for Salt Lake City.” 

[Mr. Santander, president of the 
Chilean Olympic Com mi ttee, also 
denied Monday that he had accepted 
bribes from the bid committee, Ageoce 

Sydney Games Lose 
Texaco as Sponsor 

The Associated Press 

SYDNEY — A worldwide oil glut 
and record low prices may make it dif- 
ficult for Sydney’s Olympic organizers 
to find a replacement oil sponsor after 
Texaco-Caltex dropped plans to spon- 
sor the 2000 S umme r Games. 

The oil giant pulled out of a memor- 
andum of understanding on Monday 
after 12 months of negotiations, wiping 
ont a planned investment of 10 miUion 
Aust ralian dollars ($63 million). In- 
stead, Texaco said it had signed as a 
major sponsor of the Salt Lake City 
Winter Games in 2002. 


France-Presse r eported from Santiago. 
He said he had voted far the Swiss cone 
tender city of Sion. “I never received any 
money, nothing,” he said.] 

Mr. Welch said Frank JokEk. who 
resigned Friday as president of The or- 
ganizing committee, knew about pay- 
ments made by the bid committee, an 
allegation Mr. Joklik has denied. The 
expenditures were justified and not part 
of any vote-buying effort, Mr. Welch 
said. 

Mr. Welch denied allegations that the 
bid committee had hired prostitutes for 
members of the IOC. “We never bribed 
anybody,” Mr. Welch said. “We never 
bought a vote. We made contributions 
as part of the Olympic family, as an 
obligation we have. It was the respons- 
ible thing to do.” 

Mr. Welch said he made a $50,000 
payment to Mr. Ganga when the IOC 
member requested help for children in 
his ravaged African nation. 

IOC members linked to tuition pay- 
ments for their relatives include the 1 ate 
Rene Essomba of Cameroon, David 
Sibandze of Swaziland and Mohamed 
Bashir Attaiabulsi of Libya. The names 
of other members of the committee 
linked to the scandal are not known. 

■ IOC Will ‘Act Quickly 5 

The IOC president, Joan Antonio Sa- 
maranch, said' Monday that the com- 
mittee would “act very quickly” a gtinst 
any members found guilty of couupt 


from Warsaw. 

Action will be taken when the findings 
of the IOC inquiry are presented to foe 
IOC executive board on Jan. 24, Mr. 
Samaranch said. After that, “peace will 
return to foe IOC and we will be united 
even more than in the past,” said Mr. 
Samaranch, who was in Warsaw to fairy 
part in celebrations of the 80th an- 
niversary of foe Polish Olympic Com- 
mittee. 

■ Mayor Will Not Seek 3d Term 

The mayor of Salt Lake City, Deedee 
Conradini, said Monday that she would 
not seek a third term, but she said her 
decision had nothing to do with the 
bribery scandal surrounding the city’s 
bid to be foe site of the 2002 Winter 
Games, The Associated Press reported. 

Ms. Corradini gained an international 
profile as a champion of foe city’s bid 
for the Olympics. . ■ 



Ryan Romm/Tbr Awcaicrf Pm 

UP, UP AND AWAY — Brian Cumitt of Utah losing a ski during the 
aerials at the World Cup freestyle competition in ML TrembJant, Quebec. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 

Nottingham 
Reaches Out 
To Atkinson* 


The Associated Press - 

NOTTINGHAM. England— Rooted 
to the cellar of the Premia- League? 
Nottingham Forest on Monda y an- 
nounced the appointment of the veteran 
head coach Ron Atkinson until the end 
of the season. ; '' 

The former Manchester United, Afr 
letico Madrid and Aston Villa coach 
who also has had stints with Sheffield 
Wednesday, West Bromwich Albion. 
Coventry and Cambridge United— - will 
be in charge when Nottingham Forest 
hosts the league champion. Arsenal, oa 
Saturday. 

Atkins on, who turns 60 in March and 
was vacationing in Barbados when foe 
call carhe, been out of the game for . 
eight months since be was fired by Wedyfc 
nesday last season. He takes over at the* 
City Ground from Dave BaSsett, who 
was dismissed last week despite leading 
Nottingham Forest to a promotion in Baa 
first season in charge. The former 
European champions now appear 
doomed to relegation from the Premier 
League after their 4-0 defeat at Cov- 
entry on Saturday — their 18th league 
match without a victory. 

Atkinson has gained a reputation »a 
troubleshooter who takes over, .strug- 
gling clubs and leads them to safely. 
Now he takes cm his toughest challenge 
yet: Nottingham Forest has only 13- 
points in its 21 games this season. 

The former Tottenham coach Peter- 
Shrceves, who was Atkinson's No. 2 at * 
Sheffield Wednesday, will rqoin him as , 
his assistant at Nottingham Forest. 


These Senators Are Having a Good Time 


The Associated Press 

The Ottawa Senators keep reaching 
new heights. 

The Senators beat the Detroit Red 
Wings, 4-l.ou Sunday night to extend 
their unbeaten streak to eight games 
and move eight games above .5 OOfor 
foe first time in franchise history. “I 
think the system we are playing is 
finally starting to pay off,” said Ot- 
tawa defenseman Jason York, who bad 
two assists. 

Ottawa (21-13-5) defeated the two- 
time defending Stanley C up cham- 
pions for foe second time in five days. 

• u . ■* . . 


It was foe fust time the Senators beat 
Detroit in Ottawa since 1994. and the 
first time the 7-year-old franchise 
swept in two-game series from the 
RedWings. 

Hangars 5, UglitofciN 2 Ih New York, 
John MacLean scored on a penalty 
shot to highlight a three-goal fust peri- 
od far die Rangers. 

PMhav* 2, Fimas 1 6i Calgary, 
Rob Niedennayer and Ray Whitney 
scored less than two minutes apart in 
the third period as the Florida Panthers 
rallied to beat the Flames. 

A va l it h a 3, Wacfcfaawfcs 2. OT In 


Chicago, Claude Lemieux scored with 
1:29 left in overtime to give the Col- 
orado Avalanche a victory over foe 
Blackhawks. 

Mighty Pucka a, OBsra 4 hi Ana- 
heim, the Mighty Ducks scared three 
goals during two-man advantages, in- 
cluding a pair 54 seconds apart fay 
Teemu Selanne in the second period. 

Canucks 2, StaraO Dive Scatchard 
and Harry York scored third-period 
goals and Corey Hirach stopped 13 ; 
shots for his first shutout of the season 
as Vancouver snapped an eight-game'" 
winless streak. 


^ ■ 
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FOOTBALL 


NFL PLAYOFF 


SUNDAY RESULTS 
New York Jets 34. JocksonteHe24 
Minnesota 41, Arizona 21 


BASKETBALL 


U.S. College 


No.*. Data 05-1) def. Virginia 115-69. 

No. 5. Msytond 05-23 dtf-fLC State 94-48. 
No.9. Pantoo OH) tastto No. 24 Wtecanda 
043X1-56. 
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NjCCtaifcde 82 Memphis 77 
Creighton 7Z5WMtanri St 70 ' 

Toons 89, N eb iu iko 76 
Tutaattb Wyoming 09 
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524 2D 
480 16 


Doofd Draft U.S. 
Marie OMereU’ U4. 
BRyMorfokUJ. 
VtayangteRP 
Jorih Leonard, US. 
Tlgor Woods. US. 
Fred Fund, U5. 
□oris Love 3d, U4. 
Jtei Fstyk, US. 

Fred Coaptas U4. 


67- 6240-60— 366 
7 D 68 6461 275 
66-69-69-71— 27S 
7045-70-71—276 

68- 724040-277 
694947-72— 277 
664948 74 277 
6968-71-70— 278 
604968-75-280 
696973-71-281 


7. Tiger Wood! U5, 11 JO points overage 
IMtikO'MMaUS. 1069 
L Doted Draft ILL, HUS 
4. Dark Lore 3ft U.S. 9.28 
Sl Ernie Soctfi Africa, 9.79 

6. Nick Pritte Zimbabwe a88 

7. V8oySlngh,Ffll8L76 

1 Lee Westwood. Beta* 845 
9. CUte Morigomerfe Britabw 845 
10. Fred Coopted Ui, 743 
IT. Jkn Foryfc, U9.7^2 
14PM Mktateoa U9. 7.12 
14 MonddOsokl Japan. 6J7 

14. JosSn Leonorft 1)9, 6J7 . 

15. Jespor PrwnevDt, Sweden. 651 


SOCCER 


dtepteus n sso rtte 7,W9y*rt, pern 


Lnzte 2 R orenttoo 0 

sto inrei is. Panno 32 prints RorenOno 
34 Unto 2ft liter Milan 24 MBan Vt Roma 
24t JorecdoiTa; Botegno24 Beri24Urimw 
24 CogBcni 2tt Poregto 1ft Ptecensi 17; V5- 
aena IS Sampdoria 1ft- EmpoB* is Satan- 
Bono 14 Veneteo 11. 

* Oeduded2 p. for rikmpted match flbdng. 


Tenerife DCettoVIga 2 • 

AiMico Madrid 5 ExhemndtfraO 
sTMMNOe MaBorta 32 palrdc V)go3l; 
AOeflco Madrid 2ft Vrianda 2ft Baroriena 
2ft Real Madrid 2ft BRm» 2* RMfSadedod 
24 Zaragoza 2ft Oviedo 2S, Coruna 24; Root 
Befis 24 Esponyoi 21; Santander 21; Vtft 
todolid 21; VIBaneai 2ft Ahum 1ft Sato- 
Banco 1 ft Eterem oriu ro 1& TeneiBett. 


CRICKET 


m LAMU VSJMGUU® 

S-OAY YaUUMUUUt T WO IWUMT 

■OKOAT H BRSBAIC, AUSTRALIA 

Sri Lorflcc207 for seven 
England; 208 for six . 

England own by tour wickets. 

■awn v*. wm wu 

I WIi S nSY SOATCW, S SCOUO OAT 
HOtffiATBI MARL, SOUTH ARBCA 
West fndtes; 220 and 9*4. 

Boland: 135. 


TENNIS 


1. Pel* Sampa* UA. 4915 pafcris 
4 Maieeio Rteft CMK 4670 

3. Ahoc correttft Spain. 4398 

4. PcWc* Rotter. AasboBa 4315 
S-CwtasAtoya Spain, 4159 

6. Andre Agassi, UA, 4879 

7. Tim Wemnarv Biflahv4742 

8. Karel ftuesra, Slovakia 4579 


9. Greg Rnedrid. Britain. 4561 
iaRfc3wrtKrallcok.Nothortands.4548 
1 1.' Yevgeny KMtMUft Rasria 4515 
14Gwtm hamtsevte Croatia 40B2 
I3L Albert Costa, Spate. 1,823 
14. Cedric Ptoanft France. \.m 
15-Mrek PhHppamis. Aastrnfia 1,792 
16. Todd Martin. U5. 1,774 


TRANSITIONS 


MAJOR LEAOUE BASEBALL 
AtlERICAH LEAGUE 

OAKLAND-Signed RHP Mfte Oavht ft ! 
mlnopteagoe cortnidL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

SAM meco— N amed Wllbw Johnson oKrior 
teoguo scout. 

nonui 

NATIONAL RXnh ALL LEAGUE < . 
PHILADELPHIA— SlQned P Tony /VUuttnofc- 
2 -year contract ,■ ‘ 

Hoounr 

NATIONAL HOCIEY LEAGUE m 

NAshviixe— A ssigned D Kknino Ttowneft 
taAUmptfceftlHL 

it EWJBtsiY— Assigned C John Maddn te 

Albany. AH L V 

PHOENW-Recniled D Jason Daift C T» 
vw-Lteawski and C Rah Murray tram Spitaft 
JteW, AML Rsassigned G Scolt Langlrntg 
Uta IHL aid LW Louie DeBnnA to Lonft 
IHL Terminated Rs Rmtted sSfiRaUm 
wnhUteVegaftlHL. 

gpiim 

T^UHreoM— Named Rick Neutatref 

feribaB caoch and signed hbn tg 7-ysra- can- 

tmd. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES I TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


FUNDING PROBLEMS? 

far 

SOLUTIONS 

Contact 

BANCOR 

OF ASIA 
Bankable guarantees 
to secure funding 
for viable projects: 
VENTURE CAPITAL 
EQUITY LOANS 
REAL ESTATE 
Long term collateral 
Supported guarantees 
Fax (63-2) 810-9284 
Tel. (63-2) 884 5358 
www.bac£om.ph 

(Cdmimssan umod orU» upon hndngi 
(KAmCnMninMand 


Business Opportunities 


OFFWOBE COHMHESl ftr few tro- 
Our or adnee T4 URkn 44 181 741 
1224 Fax 44 IB1 748 S5SG338 

wmrjfffetaucak 


Business Services 


YWB OFHCE H UWON 
Bond StraeJ - Mai Phone. Fax. Tetax 
Tet 44IM293 9000 Fax 171 489 7517 




Bom Seed - Mai, Rune. Fax. Tefal 
let 44 171 2BD 9000 fax 171 489 7517 



kallback 

New 

Lower Rates! 


Call the US. from: 

France. 

20rt 

Germany. 

Italy. 

— uHt 
34d 

Japan 

32<£ 

U.K. 

m 


.Vo ; .V;;. :s:.‘ * \o V I, 

,\<l • \o v-W 


Instant Activation 
Fiber-Optic Networks 
Hem m ed ^Second Bifog 
Ideal for Home; Office; 
Hotels and Mobie Phones 


Agent Inquiries Invited 

Tel: 1.206S99.1991 
USj 1.800.965.1626 
fax 1.206S99.1981 

41 7 Second Avenue West 
Seattle, WA 98119 USA 
www.kalbxk.com 
Email: infa@kallback.cam 


Financial Services 


HTC, noHdkn A GonHenfal Cornea 
4nd Tnsl Rnatoi Settles - WIBi Bn 
Aconrts - Ancnyisons And ID Free - 
T*1 +41 32 327 2414 
Foe +41 32 322 2235 
Bred rtxpBtai^hanJWCftsfwBOjn 



Financial Sendees 


SUARANTEB) 

soumotis 



WIBBATBNUL MC 

BOt 84M273 


Announcements 


iteiul2k^ESnbiuie 


SUBSCHBBi CUSTOMER SS 7 VKE 
For (jasfcns cr queries about 8 » d*>- 


_ 


Legal Services 


DIVORCE ■ 1 DAT. No MmL Wrte 
te 377 , Suluy, UK 0177 B l)SL Ttfc 
9784438387, FtCC 97B4430184 


Personals 


1HMK YOU SACRED HEART 
cf Jaafi and Si. Jotfe fcr prayes 
oBtraRd. AC. 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Paris Ana Furnished 


Embassy Service 
YOUR REAL ESTATE 
AGENT N PARIS 


Td: +33 

Fax 433 


4m&05 

47 20 34 04 


AGBKE CHAMPS EYSEES 


Funaed apafflwrts, 3 moite or rob 

vtrfaiMfaLmiMginn. 


C 253Z2S 

45 83 37 09 


Td: +33 1 

Rbc+33 


Switz erlan d 


GENEVA, LUXURT RMMSSD aptri- 
raenB. F«m atfaj to 4 bedcars. Tet 
+41 22 735 8320 Fflx +41 22 736 2071 



Escorts A Guides 


to new feri “tos 

UfODEfflNK 

ta coopenlOD do Oonnopaitoi 

■ Wodd Leador la fa Unique tacit 
Serrice. W& to most wfaw Ib- 
bAMi cateafc A photo rota, our 
otfatanfera wrattwkte series is 
inraedafad. Hm a powate coftto 
hi rnfafinj lo via* our to Portoto. 

++ 44 ( 0)7000 82 822 


++31-2MZ7 28^ 


infarnaHonct 


mG ®< 


+ SOCIETY 

Tha tori RmOgioa Eioart AflMqr 
Eracufive Service Woridiricfe 
vebetwet, HQ IXXDON 
0171 266 1033^0)7000 444476 



+31295789221 / +316-54228-124 


PAWS 

i Escort Agency ++41 788377884 


JET SET * VBflA r WU8S 




N.YjCEllari 


Emmire Escort SaniEB 

38570-1659 - 

riy boobd d cciar : " 


ALL EUROPE H3IS MGH S0QE1T 
Vim, Rto, Rton, ftkndien, 

ZUrich, Genera, tanfiri 

fctatonri Escort k Ttori Santo 
VfalB 4443-l-SS 41 D4 sl CM canfe 


BEORAVU ORCHDS 

Lcretonfois esoort Menw. Cafa. 
LONDON +44 fO) ifiafe 5237 


I MHB 


CONNOISSEUR NEW YORK, Escol 
senrieg fatortig bsaOU, dtafeu, 
MrtgfcgMri ondriB. Tot 212^79-1991 
Bart HoUqc^boia 



En- 

t”aly. 24 tr private escort eenfee 
n London. 07091 000 008. Cred caak. 


ALEXIA- ELEGANT & .tfratfre Hafaa 
Escort Service 
Tri London 07887 894099 


AMSTERDAM * DHEAMS • ESCORTS 
?? [ ?J 1 !1. £ S 8 s ® vte ^ to or Her. 
TA +31 K? 2M4 02 6GB or 64 02 m 


AtWA EXOTIC BRUNETTE ecksmed 

assw&a* 


ARUU^ATTOClire Beiprt Bkrte. 
An E giriaHe Escort Service, 
fantol 07B99 77 55 54 


- HlAltKRJBr - ZURBH”* 
scorr Aoexrr^ 
Tet 0041-848 90 70 77 - Craffl 


BERLIN - 

Friraie Escort Savin 

Tat OT72 - 301 45 95 


s^ T aftK uflTMREA 

WfaSB ca8 OB - 587 66 66 ton 2 pm 


Wiimni hr Unto oinnaan 


GENUINE BtDIAN Phoograchk: UatteL 
nhB and kiBsistoto 
T* 0370 46471 B 


Hariri Hie mort nctotre esort 
Wlfca. Tet 630 98 31 82 STUTMNQ 


JWi IBE • VIENNA * 24 In. 

++43-1-3875600 el OBfi carts 

HOLtAW ESCORT CUJB 
m ftd she. Escort service ss» 
1967. Tet +31(1520 6222 7B5I420 S27 


****** MADRID GLAMOUR 

BfSVrVSUTm - 


714 


QBXT CAWa TetSSia BMJ88 


■ffl » 1 

^ateBcorttavtai. 

^™1 Tal +46fH172^93Q810 


*■** 0171 5B4 9877 




s P eat *S Tet QQ41 pa 4 55 a gg • 
WHITE'S 

^^^Westa«^94 
Bctetoni +31 (0) a 32Q36030 

iS cot&utr 1 
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SPORTS 


Vikings Still Romping 

Cardinals Sta rt Slowly and Lose, 41-21 

| k®irfirst 15 plays, adding wrinkles like 
3. direct snap to running tact David 
iairi» DW-- , Palmer with quarterback Randall Con- 

ngSr tassBJt 

that smothered Plummer, chasing him 
.. . . "r** i ’ u * oaalv »n i ir.i j 


By Mike Freeman 

New YoHt Tima Service 

’VCNNOBAPOIXS- — JakeP hnmrw^ 
cret four panes in the _ 


• "C 


-i — - and No. 2; «k 

overthrown mcompletions. Pass No j- 
a beautifully thrown ball to the Kfinl 
nesota safety Robert Griffith. Plummer 
the Arizona quarterback, liked Griffith 
so much, be found him again, on the next 
senes on his fourth pass. 

PtammrawouM recover from Ms dis- 
astrous start and Arizona’s mmus -1 varf 

.f t . tnl ..ft. . i . * it r _ J“* u 


—the only place to go after that kind erf 

start is up — but it would be too 
Minnesota took a secood-anarta - lead nf 
17-0 and toes a halftime lead of 24-7. 

Hummer, the comeback kid, had toe 
Vikings right where he wanted them, 
right? Notfeis time. Playing the Vikings 
is like being in the Olymjnc 200-meter 
sprint, with Mmnesota the equivalent of 
Michael Johnson. 

Pot an opponent to have any 
of winning, staying close early is a ne- 
"15^ ptoerwise, cm this slide artificial 


aD over the field- At ' times he looked 
slower than toe 27fcpoond (122rlcflo- 
gram) linemen trying to non his day. 

. The hig plays? Randy Moss, the fac- 
togs’ Pro Bowl wide receiver, beat 
Aeneas Williams, the Cardinals' Pro 
Bowl comerback, for a 45-yard com- 
pletion in toe second quarter. That play 
led to Minnesota’s second touchdown, a 
15-yard pass from Cunningham to bis 
tight end, Andrew Glover. In fee third 
quarter, Cris Carter cangbt a pass for 45 
yards, leading to a 20-yard field goal by 
Gary Anderson. 

When they are on a rail, the Vikings, 
who are 16-1 this season, cannot be 
stopped. 

“Yes, that’s true,** raid toe Viking 
comerback Jimmy Hitchcock. “Once 
we get into oar groove, playing our A- 
plus game, you Can’t beat us.” 

Said Glover: “In 20-sometoing 
games, we’ve only lost once. When 



s™* s, we ve only lost once. wnen 
■> theyDMgswill blow past as rf they we’re aibome, we’re inroossible to beat 

on !et-DfDDCllfid mllpr clratM AmW, i ii. «. - _ 


MakA DicWlbrA— trimil ftoa 

The VajoagS* Randan CunaaghaM wramhling away frnm tho Am/wa rartiiimk* AtwH-o WadSWprth 


are on jet-propelled roller skates. 

Minruwota beat the Cardinals, 41-21 
before 63,760 at the Metrodome and 
advanced to toe National Conference 
title game against the Atlanta Falcons 
because the Vikings were a gain suc- 
cessful wife their three-pronged formula: 


Only the Vikings can truly beat toe 
Vikings.” 

Minnesota players are not being 
cocky wife those statements — they are 
factual. This team is built so feat if toe 
offense gets ahead, toe defense comes 
hard, as it did against Plummer, who 


The smart coaching came when toe 
Vikings used 15 different formations in 


and the two interceptions. 

And toe Vikings’ offense always 


seems to get ahead because it has more 
weapons th« are other tewtw in the 
league. Beyond Moss (four catches for 
73 yards). Carter (five catches for 82 
yards) and Cunningham (17 of 27 for 
236 yards and three touchdowns), there 
are other weapons in fee arsenaL Robert 
Smith had 19 carries for 124 
yards. Glover had several key catches. 
Fallback Leroy Hoard had touchdown 


nuts of one, 16 and 6 yards, becoming 
toe first Viking to score three touch- 
downs in a playoff game. 

“Obviously, we couldn’t stop their 
offense,” said toe Arizona safety 
Tommy Bennett. ‘ ‘If you can’t stop the 
run, it opens up the pass. They have four 
outstanding receivers. Cunningham has 
a lot of go-to guys, and it’s hard to stop 
all of them.” 


Ptnmmer tried to revive the Cardinals, 
bathe was too excited early and bothered 
by toe crowd noise. “It was load, you 
know, it was a different situation,” he 
said. Several times Plummer wanted to 
check with toe offensive coordinator 
Marc TYestman about chang in g a play, 
but could not hear what Trestman was 
saying, even though TYestman’s voice 
was piped into Plummer’s helmet. 




\ ' 
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At the Controls , a Different, Older and More Mature Cunningham 


M inneapolis — The stun- 
ning evolution of Randall 
Cunningham may not be an 
Tjfaotirely new story, but it’s fas cinating 
^nonetheless, especially as toe new Cun- 
ningham ascends to kneels of which the 
old Cunningham only dreamed. 

It’s a stray of less being more and a 
reminder feat immaturity . almost al- 
ways undermines talent 
What is supposed to be his football 
twilight instead is his dawn. At 35, after 
it appeared that selfishness and excess 
had sabotaged tons of potential, Cun- 
ningham has become a great National 


Football League quarterback, a leader 
and a revered tea mtnam Who could 
have known? 

He doesn’t play toe way he did nine 
years ago in his first football life, 
doesn’t sound toe way be used to, 
doesn’tcondncthislifethewayheused 
to. And goodness, did the Minnesota 
Vikings hit toe lottery or what? After a 
tfe c a flg mark e d by brillian t but erratic 
— even undependable — play, Cun- 
ningham is one step from leading a 
team to toe Super BowL 

His performance in Minnesota’s 41- 
21 victory over toe Arizona Cardinals 


Vantage Point /MIchael Wilson 


on Sunday wasn’t eye-popping; it was 
just numbingly efficient and product- 
ive: 17 completions in 27 attempts for 
236 yards and three touchdowns. 

As theprimaiy star of toe star-crossed 
Philadelphia Eagles from 1985 to 1995, 
Cunningham couldn't buy a playoff vic- 
tory until his fourth attempt, and feat one 
was over toe New Orleans Saints, who 
never have won a playoff game. 

Asked after the victory Sunday if 
this felt d i ff e re n t than it did when he 


played games for the Ragles, Cunning- 
ham said: “I know I hadn’t matured 
then. I know I’m much more mature 
now, my game and my lifestyle.” 

The last thing these Vikings need is 
an egomaniacal jerk who thinks he has 
to do it alL This is one of the great, great 
offenses in NFL history. 

It’s an offensive unit that’s so scary, 
the Vikings can score 41 points, as they 
did Sunday, and Cunningham can say 
without an ounce of exaggeration, “I 


really believe we weren’t on today. ” 

The old Randall would have gloated 
after a big victory in toe late 1980s and 
early 1990s. But marriage, a 1996 “re- 
tirement,” a spiritual rebirth and per- 
haps the realization that he still had time 
to be all that he could be, have created a 
man and a football player who is com- 
pletely liVMhie even admirable. 

The result is that toe Minnesota Vik- 
ings have one of the best triggermen in 
football, and professional sprats has an 
absolutely riveting story feat reminds 
us that real life is so much stranger than 
even the best fiction. 


Top Chief 
Quits After 
Bad Season 


The Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY — Marty Schotten- 
twamer quit as coach of the Kansas City 
Chiefs on Monday after a season in 
which his team was rate of toe National 
Football League’s biggest disappoint- 
ments. 

“After 10 years it’s time to give 
someone else an opportunity to imple- 
ment their plan,” Schottenhrimer said. 
“I’ve decided to take a break, to take 
some time and relax.” 

The announcement came after Schot- 
tenheimer’s first losing season as an 
NFL coach, one in which the Chiefs 
finished 7-9 and missed the playoffs. He 
had a franchise-record winning percent- 
age of .636 (101-58-1) in 10 seasons in 
Kansas City. But the past season — in 
which toe Chiefs were thought to be 
Si^-Bowl material — was especially 

Meanwhile, Ray Rhodes, fired as the 
Philadelphia Eagles’ coach two weeks 
ago, will be hired as coach of the Green 
Bay Packers, succeeding Mike 
Holmgren. NFL sources said Monday. 

Holmgren was hired last week as 
coach and general manager of the 
Seattle Seahawks. 

Rhodes’s hiring would be part of an 
unusual exchange since toe Packers’ 
quarterbacking coach, Andy Reid, was 
hired Monday as toe Eagles' head 
coach. 

NFL Redskins Sold 
For $800 Million 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The bidding war 
for the Washington Redskins, a blue- 
chip sports franchise, is over. 

wim a bid of “ a ppro xim ately $800 
million,” a North American professional 
record, the brothers Howard and 
raid Milstein and Daniel Snyder were 
named Monday as the new owners of toe 
National Football League franchise. 

The price surpassed the $530 million 
that Alfred Lemer spent last year for toe 
Cleveland Browns football team. 
Rupert Murdoch has a world record 
offer of $1 billion pending for toe Eng- 
lish soccer club Manchester United. 


Dominating Duval Captures PGA Season Opener 

ing a final-round, five-under-par 
—Duval finished ar26 under for thei 


By Clifton Brawn 

„ New fork Tinea Service 

KAPALUA, Hawaii — He donrin- 
ated this weekend. He has been toe PGA 
Tour’s biggest winner over toe last 15 
months. And after watching David 
Duval win Sunday for toe eigbfe tone in 
his last 27 starts, even more of his peers 
were convinced that Duval is the 
world’s best player. 

Duval played at a different level dur- 
ian toe season-opening Mercedes 
riooships, as die rest of toe field 
played for second place. Starting toe 
round Sunday with a five-shot 
lead, Duval was never threatened. 
People wondered not whether he would 
win, but by how much he would win. 

So as Duval began 1999 wife a vir- 
tuoso performance, others marveled ata 
player who keeps adding t0 
reputat io n atyt his bank account. Shoot- 


68 , 
b tour- 
nament (266) and cruised to a nine- 
stroke victory at the Kapahia Plantation 
Course, weD ahead of Made O’Meara 
and BiDy Mayfair, who tied for second 
place at 17-under275. 

Duval’s current winning pace is toe 
bert since Nick Price won nine events in 
15 months during toe 1993 and 1994 
seasons. By winning, Duval opened toe 
season by winning the $468,000 first- 

§L5(X) roadster. 

Btft white Duval win surety enjoy fee 
car and toe money, nothing seems to 
alter his determination to be the best 
player he can be. And many are con- 
vinced he is already the best there is. 

“Right now, there’s no question he’s 
toe best in toe world,” said Fred Funk, 
^^finisbed tied for fifth place. “I really 
don’t drink David feels pressure any- 


more. He’s just going to beat yon with 
“pfflcnateJC Tf“you look at his gamer 
there’s absolutely no weaknesses. He’s 
tremendously long, he’s tremendously 
straight, a great iron player, great wedge 
player, really good chipper, and a really 
good putter. He’s in a afferent league.” 

The Tour’s opening event featured an 
elite 30-man held, limited to players 
who won at least once last year. By 
winning, Duval became the find player 
to qualify for next year’s Mercedes 
Championships, but he has bigger goals 
in mind. 

Since winning his first event at the 
1997 MIchelob Championship at 
Kingsmifi in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
his appetite for victory has been in- 
satiable. Ehival won his final three starts 
in 1997, he won four events in 1998, he 
won last year’s money title, and he 
started this year by picking up where be 
left off. A major championship is toe 


biggest piece missing from Duval’s re- 
sume, but tying for second place at last 
year’s Masters only made Duval hun- 
grier to achieve feat goal. 

In toe meantime, he seam intent on 
winning as much as possible 
“I’m obviously playing quite well,” 
said Duval “Poor shots or mis-hrts 
never really enter your mind. The con- 
fidence just kind of feeds on itself.” 
O'Meara shot a five-under-par 68 
Sunday, white Mayfair shot a 71, but 
Duval turned toe traimaroem into a run- 
away by shocking a 67 in the first round, 
tying toe course record with a 63 in toe 
second round, and shooting a splendid 
68 in the third. 

Funk, who played with Duval on 
Sunday, called Duval the best driver in 
the game. “I used to pot Greg Norman 
in that category k ” Funk said, “but he’s 
longer than Norman, and just as 
straight.” 



Erie RiriKtgflV Absented 

David Duval following an Iron shot at the Mercedes Championships. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 
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ART BUCHWALD 


O.K., O.K. Fm Sorry 


aiiy 

The 



N EW YORK — I had to 
clear my desk before I 
got serious about 1999. 1 was 
amazed to find so much mail Z 
hadn't answered. 

One letter I had ignored 
said: “I’m sorry. I am really 
sorry. I’m sorry l hurt my 
family and my 
friends and, 
most of all. the 
American 
lie. I am 
sony.” 
le letter 

was signed, 

“John Gotti, 

Marion Fedear- _ . . . 

al Prison." Buchwald 

Another one I failed to an- 
swer sail: “Dear Viewer, 
Have you ever been seriously 
abused by your dog? We are 
looking for volunteers to ap- 
pear on a show we are doing 
titled 'How Many French 
Poodles Does It Take to Screw 
in a Light Bulb?' ” The letter 
was signed by Jerry Springer. 

A memo I never sent was 
discovered under my papers: 
“Cathy; Please write to the 
IRS and tell them I believe 


The Woody Show 

New York Tima Service 

N EW YORK — Back to 
the days of neurosis, off- 
hand references to Dostoy- 
evsky and die meaning of life. 

The Museum of Television 
and Radio is opening 
“Woody Allen’s Television 
Days,” a two-part screening 
series at the museum’s 
branches in New York and 
Los Angeles. 

Part L “Sketches and 
Kvetches,” including an ap- 
pearance by Allen on “The 
Tonight Show” in 1962, runs 
untilFeb. 18. Part IL “Tell It 
Again, Woody,” including 
his only TV special, seen on 
CBS in 1969, runs from Feb. 
19 through March 21. 


they made a mistake and they 
are entitled to far more money 
than they thought. I’ll send in 
the check soonest I’m sorry. 
I'm really sorry.” 

□ 

Another memo: “Send 
Ken Starr an RSVP saying 
that I can’t appear in front of 
his grand jury as I'm going to 
the race track that day. I’m 
sony, I'm really sorry." 

“Cathy: Fax Fidel Castro 
— ‘Will trade two Chinese 
Democratic Party donors for a 
Cuban pitcher and third base- 
man. I’m sorry we couldn’t 
offer you more.* ’* 

I found a Christmas card in 
my top drawer from Monica 
Lewinsky: “I have to talk to 
you. I have to talk to some- 
body. Please talk to me. I have 
so much to say. I'm sony, I’m 
really sony.” 

While clearing off my desk 
I found a memo pad tbai had 
reminders as to what columns 
I wanted to write in 1999. 

• Do a poll of men who took 
Viagra and find out if they are 
better off today than they were 
a year ago. Interview those 
who respond "don't know” 
on the off chance there may be 
a story there. 

• Find out the real reason 
why waiters in restaurants 
won't allow you to put pepper 
on your own food. 

• Discover why offices and 
corporations leave their rec- 
ords open for everyone to see 
but lock their washrooms to 
the public. 

• If Bill Gates has the pub- 
lic's welfare at heart why 
doesn’t he mak e house calls? 

□ 

That seems to have the desk 
cleared. Uh-oh. There is one 
more memo I found. All I 
know is that it says: “If you 
write about sex in Washing- 
ton in 1999 say to the public, 
‘I'm sony. I’m very sorry.’ ” 


Michel Petrucciani: Victory of the Spirit 


By Mike Zwerin 

Imenuitunut Herald Tribune 

P ARIS — One midsummer 
evening in 1978,pedestrianson 
the narrow unpaved mam street of 
the village of Clionsclar in the 
Drome region were startled when 
what looked like a puppet wearing 
Count Basie's yachting can leaned 
out of an old tinny Citroen 2CV and 
exclaimed: “Hey baby!” 

It was Michel Petrucciani. At the 
time they were the only words of 
English he knew. Living in the city 
of Montelimar, he was the head- 
liner of Cliousclat’s monthly jam 
sessions. Provencal musicians 
were talking about a 15-year-old 
piano player of Corsican ancestry 
in a provincial backwater. He 
already played jazz litre an African- 
American veteran. 

It's a good thing be started early 
because he was not going to last all 
that long. Petrucciani died last 
week from anulmonary infection 
at 36. He suffered from osteogen- 
esis imperfecta, also known as 
“glass bones,” which stunted his 
growth and made his bones brittle. 

By 15 he had played with the 
legendary drummer Kenny 
(Klook) Clarke, who is credited 
with “discovering” him. Clark 
Terry, Joe Pass and the bluesman 
Sugar Blue “discovered” him 
shortly thereafter. The word was 
spreading. There is an early photo 
of Clarke flanked by Petrucciani’s 
brother, the bassist Louis, and his 
father. Tony, a Wes Montgomery- 
style guitarist, who was carrying 
Petrucciani in his arms. 

Later Petrucciani grew chunkier 
and his bones became somewhat 
sturdier and he could get around 
astonishingly well on his own with 
crutches. But when he was young, 
he had to be carried. Somehow 
there was always a carrier avail- 
able. He looked embarrassed, and 
bemused at the same time. With 
raised eyebrows behind oversized 
glasses, his expression seemed to 
say: “Do yon believe what hap- 
pened to me?" 

He was carried by his family and 


a succession of buddies. When be 
began to play with Ins good friend 
frte French drummer Aldo Ro- 
mano, and with such respected 
American musicians as Jim Hall, 
Lee Konitz and Charles Lloyd, 
each had their turn carrying him, it 
was something of an honor to be 
among those who earned Petzuc- 
ciani. There were good-natured 
jokes about forming a club. He 
inspired good nature. 

Lloyd bad performed his rock- 
oriented jazz in Tallinn, Estonia, m 
the Soviet Union, in 1967 with a 
band of longhairs, including Keith 
Jauett and Jack DeJohnette. It was 
an event; the story was on the front 
page of The New York Times. 
Then, after “sitting on a mountain 
milling metaphorical weeds” in 
California for most of the 1970s, 
Lloyd came out of retirement when 
he met Pe true darn. “Michel 
changed my life,” he said. “I never 
thought I’d ever play again.” 

In August 1 980, when he was 17. 
Petrucciani was sitting between 
takes at a piano in a remote studio 
in southern France. It was his first 
recording, he was a sideraan. Still, 
he was the guiding force. He may 
not have been the official leader, 
but he provided the focus. 

There was silence while the mu- 
sicians dedded what to play next 
Petrucciani asked: “Does anyone 
know ‘Giant Steps?’ ” An up- 
tempo John Coltzane tune with 
fast-moving chords, it was a sort of 
test that divides the men from' the 
boys. Nobody wanted to admit they 
might not pass it. Suddenly, Petruc- 
ciani announced: “Well. I do,” 
and he erupted with great confid- 
ence into a solo version at break- 
neck speed. 

His hands were large enough to 
span a tenth on the keyboard, an 
essential minimum for a normal 
professional pianist As the years 
went by, he learned that he could 
live a normal life in other ways. 
Women were attracted to him. He 
had three important relationships 
and two children, one who also has 
“glass bones” and one adopted. 
He was proud to have children. He 
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Petrucciani was an “avatar,” said Charles Lloyd. 


said: “My father never expected 
grandchildren from me. I think he 
respects me now.” 

He liked to party, to swing in 
more ways than one. He began to 
be seen as a sort of gangster of love. 
(This New Year’s Eve he was in the 
Village Vanguard until dawn.) His 
small arid fragile bones indirectly- 
caused the pulmonary infection 
that killed mm. His organs were 
compressed inside his shrunken 
trank; he had had problems with 
asthma; he was pushing it Some 
sort of breakdown always seemed 
to be lurking. 


His sense of humor, however, 
was always solid. The accent was 
on irony. Although he frequently 
predicted that he would not live 
very long, his friends did not take 
him seriously. In retrospect, he was 
lucky to have lasted as long as he 
did. Even a small fall could have 
been fatal years earlier. 

As a young pianist, he’d had to 
sit on a special stool to enable him 
to get a proper perspective on the 
keyboard; and his tiny legs pumped 
a custom-built pedal extension. In a 
musical sense, his disease was a 
blessing in the form of a handicap. 


Like being blind, there was no 
choice other than the piano. He 
could not go and ride his bike or 
turn on television. He practiced for 
as much as six or seven hours a day. 
But it was a lot more than practice. 

It was The Gift. The Muse had 
chosen to give The Gift to Michel 
Petrucciani 

It was his confidence as much as 
his ability that caught your atten- 
tiotL He had no doubts about him- » 
self. He could do just about any- 
thing, and he kept learning to do 
more. As he grew older and better 
known, he became veiy well paid. 

In 1998 he played something like 
140 concerts. He acquired more 
maturity, technique and individu- 
ality — particularly his solo play- 
ing. His between -tunes micro- 
phone patter drew good-natured 
laughter. He lost some soul along 
the way, becoming increasingly de- 
pendent on the applause. And It 
was always there. 

His attitude, his talent, his humor 


and his takc-no-prisoners approach 
to improvisation, combined with 
his affliction and the way it made 
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him look, put him in a unique place. 
Cliques, racism and phobias dis- 
appeared when he was around 
Everybody was honored to play , 
with him — black and white, old y 
and young, French and American, I 
traditional and avant-garde. 

After his death, the French press 
called him. along with Django 
Reinhardt, one of the best French 
jazz musicians ever. And one of the 
very few to have become a star in 
America. True enough, but he was 
way beyond such everyday qual- 
ifications. 

Petrucciani reminded people of 
Dostoyevsky's "Idiot" — the 
“wholly beautiful man" whose 
function it was to disseminate a 
new state of being. He led them to 
re-evaluate their definitions of 
ugliness and beauty and of bad and 
good luck. He was a redeemer. 
Charles Lloyd called him an 
“avatar." It can be said without . 
rhetoric that he was the person- J 
ification of the victory of the spirit J 



Peri Gilpin, left, Kelsey G rammer, David Hyde Pierce and Jane Leeves of 
“Frasier” with their People’s Choice award for best TV comedy series. 


F ASHION-CHALLENGED actors 
will have a half-hour of safe time 
before the Academy Awards. Geena 
Davis has been named the host of an 
officially sanctioned pre-Oscar show on 
March 21, muscling in on Joan Rivers 
and others who have made watching the 
stars walk into the ceremony a lucrative 
business. “The one thing I can guarantee 
that it will not include is anyone yelling, 
‘Who made your dressy ” Davis said. 
During Davis’s show on ABC, other 
networks will be barred from televising 
the stars as they enter the theater. 

□ 

Rod Stewart says he hopes his es- 
tranged wife, Rachel Hunter, will re- 
turn. They announced their separation 
last week. “I still love Rachel very, very 
much,’ ’ the rocker told Britain’s Sunday 
People tabloid. “There has been no bit- 
ter bust-up and no one else is involved. It 
is not about something I’ve done and it’ s 
not about something she has done.” 

□ 

Dean Feiber, bass player for Hootie 


PEOPLE 


and the Blowfish, has married Laurie roer Jim Sonefdd to serenade the 

Hutchinson, an editor at Waterfront couple Saturday for their wedding. 

Publishing Inc. in Charleston, Sonth n 

Carolina. Darius Rucker, the band's *-* 

lead singer and last unmarried member, ‘‘Titanic” was named the best movie 

joined guitarist Marie Bryan and drum- of 1998 trad Tom Hanks and Sandra 


Lincoln Center Considers Monumental Sale 

- . New York Times Service - 

N EW YORK — The Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts is considering 
selling Jasper Johns’s only public artwork, the monumental "Numbers, 
1964,” in hopes of raising as much as $15 million. It would be the first time 
Lincoln Center had parted with weak from its impressive holdings, and 
opponents of the sale are worried about the implications of a sale. 

The complex is faced with increasingly heavy production and maintenance 
costs, arid some fear that if it sells “Numbers,” it might also sell other works 
on its central plaza and in die lobbies of its buildings. The art, which thousands 
of music, theater and ballet devotees see year-round, includes pieces by Henry 
Moore, Elie Nadelman, Marc Chagall and David Smith. 

For 35 years “Numbere” has graced the lobby of the New York State Theatre. 
It was commissioned by one of the building’s architects, Philip Johnson, and has 
always hung in the spot selected by Johnson and Johns. 

Word of the possible sale of “Numbers,” an imposing 9-foot-by-7-foot 
painting of Johns* signature gridded numbers, has been circulating around the 
art world for months. 


Bullock were named favorite film stars 
at the People's Choice Awards cere- 
mony. The television stars Tim Alien 
and Helen Hunt and the singers Garth 
Brooks and Celine Dion also were 
among the honorees. “Frasier” and the 
now defunct “Seinfeld” tied for best 
TV comedy series. Three “all-time fa- 
vorite” honors were given to Harrison 
Fort! for movies. Bill Cosby for TV and 
Elton John for music. Most of the win- 
ners were chosen by a Gallup Poll repr, 
resenting 212 ‘ million Americans It 
years old and up. The all-time favorites 
woe picked by a combination of polling 
and Internet voting. 

□ 

Marvin Hamlisch will leave the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra next 
year to become the principal pops con- 
ductor for the National Symphony in 
Washington. Hamlisch, who wrote the 
score for the Broadway hit “A Chorus 
Line” and several scores for films and 
television, will retain his post as the 
pops conductor of the Pittsburgh Sym- 
phony. 
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and use AT&T Direct" 1 Service. With the world's most powerful network you get fast, dear, reliable connections from anywhere. Plus you'll always have the option of an operator who speaks vour Ian ' 

All it takes is your AT&T Calling Card or credit card, and you're well on your way. So you can give everyone back home a ring. ' ■ 6 E ■ 
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For easy calling worldwide: 

1. Just dial die AT&T Access Number liar die country 
you are calling from. 

2. Dial die phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 
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www traveler 
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